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Drivers headed south from Seattle can easily recognize
Washington state’s capitol building in Olympia. In contrast,
New Mexico’s capitol in Santa Fe conveys no obvious symbol of
political power to most visitors; it was designed to look like a
Zia Pueblo Sun Symbol from above. What geographical
locations and architectural expressions were associated with
the seat of political power in Egypt from the rise of Islam in the
7th century to the present? Were these locations and
architectural characteristics unique to Greater Cairo over these
many centuries? An extensively illustrated talk will address

these questions.

Jere Bacharach (MA Harvard, PhD University of
Michigan) has headed the University of Washington’s
Department of History, Henry M. Jackson School of
International Studies, and (as interim chair)

. Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilization. He has also served as president of the
Middle East Studies Association of North America,

~ Middle East Medievalists, and the Association of

' Professional Schools of International Affairs. In Cairo

he was interim director of the American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE). His numerous
publications in Islamic numismatics include Islamic History through Coins (2006), and he

has also published on topics ranging from the architecture of power in the Islamic world
to the use of African slaves in Muslim armies.
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