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January 31, 2017

The African Studies Program at the University of Washington statement on President Trump’s
Executive Order banning entry of citizens from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia and
Yemen.

As African Studies faculty and scholars who “study the world” we oppose this discriminatory,
ineffective, and unnecessary Executive Order and request that President Trump rescind it
immediately.

We join colleagues across the world in speaking against this Executive Order that is an affront
to U.S. constitutional and human rights principles and American values that we cherish
including freedom of religion and compassion and support for the world’s most vulnerable and
beleaguered peoples. This order has had an immediate and profoundly negative impact on
students, faculty and staff at our University and so many people around the country and the
world. We strongly oppose restricting travel based on nationality or birthplace, a policy that
punishes people for being born in a certain country.

We are dedicated to supporting all international members in our community and call on the
current administration to continue offering asylum to people fleeing war and persecution. We
reject the notion that this xenophobic order will protect national security or increase safety,
and we stand with the many organizations and people around the world who have spoken out
against this counterproductive action.

Sincerely,
Faculty and Staff of the African Studies Program at the University of Washington

Benjamin Gardner, Chair, African Studies Program, Associate Professor IAS
Monica Rojas-Stewart, Assistant Director, African Studies Program

Devin Mack, Office Assistant, African Studies Program

Johanna Crane, Assistant Professor of Science, Technology and Society, IAS
Lynn Thomas, Professor of History

Richard Watts, Chair and Associate Professor of French

Danny Hoffman, Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology

Maya Smith, Assistant Professor of French

Ron Krabill, Associate Professor, IAS

Harry Murphy, African, American Ethnic, & American Indian Studies Librarian
Brook B. Kelly, Associate Director of Academic Services, University Honors Program
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Stephanie Maher, Lecturer, Western Washington University

James Pfeiffer, Professor, Department of Global Health and Anthropology
Laura Chrisman, Nancy K Ketcham Endowed Chair of English

Simon Ottenberg, Emeritus Professor

Clarence Spigner, Professor, Department of Health Services

Rachel Heath, Assistant Professor of Economics

Carol Hopkins Sibley, Professor Emerita of Genome Sciences

Nora Kenworthy, Assistant Professor, School of Nursing and Health Studies
Kristy Leissle, Lecturer, Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences

Stephanie Smallwood, Associate Professor, History

Bettina Shell-Duncan, Professor, Department of Anthropology

Ter Ellingson, Retired Professor, Ethnomusicology, Music Department
Linda lltis, Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies

Lucy Jarosz, Professor and Chair, Department of Geography

Nancy Farwell, Associate Professor, School of Social Work

Rene A. Bravmann, Professor Emeritus
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