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Introduction

 This paper examines the centrality of religion and its effects on human security in the conflict of Northern Ireland. Above and beyond a convenient party demarcation or an ethnic marker, religion has played a fundamental role in identity formation and party mobilization in the rise of Irish nationalism and the Northern Ireland conflict. Religion is central to the identity conflict and religious doctrine and rhetoric have been used by religious leaders and other non-state parties to provoke the sectarian divide. With this in mind, I examine the conflict in Northern Ireland in light of existential security theory. I suggest that during the Troubles, Northern Ireland was caught in a self-reinforcing mechanism of continuously strengthened effects of religiosity, polarization, conflict and existential threat. The increase of secularization in Northern Ireland as the United Kingdom joined the European Community/Union introduced an external change into that recursive mechanism which enabled the development of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. 
 
The importance of recognizing the religious nature of the conflict has significant policy implications for the continued success of the Agreement. While the signing of the GFA was an invaluable step toward resolution, further steps will need to address religiously motivated fears and the mutually exclusive identities of the communities involved. More broadly speaking, the conflict in Northern Ireland presents a useful case example for policy formation in other conflict areas where states are trying to negotiate social harmony.
This article will develop in the following manner: I will first present the theory of existential security proposed by Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart. By examining the tradition of religion and politics in Northern Ireland in view of this theory I will demonstrate the centrality of religious narratives and symbols in the conflict and later resolution. I will then discuss the historical conditions that created a hostile situation in Northern Ireland for both Catholics and Protestants. This will familiarize readers with the historical context of the Troubles, Irish religion, and serve to recognize the existence of the prevailing “competing histories”
 of the religious actors. I examine the origins of the Protestant minority and initial religious hostilities, developments of inter-religious conflict that resulted in social stratification, and the rise of Irish nationalism. After considering the strongly held political and religious divisions of the region the important question for Northern Ireland must change: as Adrian Guelke remarks “what needs to be explained, it would seem is no longer the intractability of the conflict, but rather what made the Good Friday Agreement possible?”
 This article seeks to address this question via a new perspective on the theory of existential security. I will examine the influence of religion in the conflict, and the later peace agreement, drawing upon data from several sources during the era in Northern Ireland preceding the Troubles.  Since the existential security theory is dependent upon ideas of “secularization,” “modernity” and “religiosity,” I will position my usages of such terms in this article amid current scholarship. Finally, I will determine the impact of religion and religious non-state actors in the conflict, to what extent secularization has occurred in Northern Ireland and the influence it may or may not have had on the peace process. 

Existential Security Theory & a Model of Northern Ireland
There has been a “disinclination among many sociologists to assign religious belief anything but a subordinate role in the lives of the people they are studying.” 
 I argue, as do other scholars in this volume, that by not recognizing the central role of religion we can seriously hinder our capacity to understand the issue of human security. As James Wellman discussed in the Introduction, our notion of “human security” is that which the general public calls “humanitarian concerns” or the consideration for human welfare.
 Religio-identity conflicts can create situations where institutions are no longer able to provide adequate security guarantees for their citizens.
 This paper will discuss to what extent religion has played a role in the human security of Northern Ireland. 

In Sacred and Secular: Religion and Politics Worldwide, sociologists Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart equally emphasize the centralized role of religion and human security. The authors argue in their theory of existential security that groups are more likely to emphasize the central importance of religion in situations of perceived existential threat. The authors do not provide a direct specific measure of existential threat, as the manifestations of the phenomenon differ by society.
 However, they do suggest natural disasters, HIV/AIDS pandemics, economic insecurity, political oppression, drug crimes, ineffective healthcare and civil wars are all examples of situations that would reasonably cause a population to feel that their lives were in danger. In these situations of compromised human welfare, or existential threat, the authors insist, “religion…assures people that the universe follows a plan, which guarantees that if you follow the rules, everything will turn out well, in this world or the next. This belief reduces stress, enabling people to shut out anxiety and focus on coping with their immediate problems.”
 More simply, in instances where people feel that their human security is threatened, they will adhere more closely to religious ideologies. On the other hand, if a population feels secure, the population will become less religious.

Critics have remarked that sociologists Norris and Inglehart fail to develop theoretically the social psychological and cognitive mechanisms that would cause increased existential security to encourage secularization.
 However, the effect of heightened religiosity in circumstances of insecurity is also proposed by Terror Management Theory (TMT). Founded on the writings of Ernest Becker, psychologists establish TMT on the assumption that knowledge of the inevitability of death causes extreme anxiety. Culture, ideologies and worldviews create a kind of buffer from this anxiety, which psychologists call “worldview defense”.
 When mortality salience is increased (awareness of mortality), a person adheres more closely to their previously held ideologies and worldviews which provide this buffer. 
Jeffrey Seul argues that religious worldviews have the superior ability “to serve the identity impulse.”
  It lies nearer to the core of one’s identity, in part, because the other elements of one’s identity do not address the full range of human needs, fears, and concerns as comprehensively or powerfully as religion.
  Religion provides stability in the form of a predictable world by giving an individual a sense of locatedness (connection to the past through origin myths and connection to the future through afterlife beliefs), a sense of predictability (religious norms and expectations, as well as role prescriptions), and an overall stable worldview. Since religious worldviews excel at being at the core of identity, and threats to identity can often be perceived as threats to the individual’s very survival, it is unsurprising that we see conflicts occurring frequently along religious fault lines.
 Competitive pressure may cause the in-group to cohere more tightly around its religiously defined identity. 

Existential security theory is supported by these observations. In situations of both societal and individual existential insecurity, be it an intense fear of mortality or perceived threats to identity, religious ideologies are adhered to with greater tenacity. Conversely, in situations of increased existential security, levels of religiosity in a population decrease. Indicators of religiosity such as religious identity, adherence to traditional moral attitudes, and religious participation are increased in hazardous conditions. These strong indicators of religiosity can be identified in Northern Ireland. In fact, the region has traditionally had some of the highest levels of religious observance found in the Western world (see Fahey, Hayes & Sinnot: 2006; Hayes: 1997).

 I demonstrate that the historic conditions in Northern Ireland leading up to the Troubles created a situation of serious existential threat for both Catholic and Protestant camps.  Institutional divisions, segregated schools, inequalities in housing and employment, as well as the eruption of violence not only created a pattern of social stratification: they also created a condition of existential threat. Similar to the situation that Gladys Ganiel describes in Zimbabwe, we can understand that both parties perceived threats to their human security as evidenced by economic insecurity, political oppression, ethnic tensions, educational inequalities and threats of violence (see chapter __).  Fahey et al. remark, “the [T]roubles did not just reinforce the prevailing nationalist-unionist conflict in Northern Ireland. They created it anew, each terrorist act, each security measure and each failed political initiative adding a fresh basis for grievance and polarization.”
 Additionally, Ross remarks that while the distinction between physical and symbolic threat may be conceptually simple to distinguish, in a heated conflict such threats to human security may be more difficult for participants to distinguish: “both fears involve feelings of vulnerability, denigration, and humiliation that link past losses to present dangers.”
  I suggest that this threatened situation encouraged entrenched religiosity in Northern Ireland. Religious participation, adherence to traditional values, and strong endogamy (that is, marriage only within the accepted religious group) are evidenced by this process.
This deep-seated religiosity amplified the preexisting political polarization between these socially stratified camps. We can define “polarization” in this instance as the process by which the population divided into two opposing ethno-religious groups with fewer individuals remaining neutral or offering cross-confessional political support.
 This polarization created heightened levels of conflict between the groups, eventually resulting in the outbreaks of violence for which the Troubles are known.  The conflict and subsequent violence added to perceived notions of threat, which in turn, reinforced religiosity. Thus, I argue that the Catholic and Protestant camps were caught in a self-reinforcing mechanism of existential insecurity, further entrenchment in religious ideologies, heightened polarization between camps and increased conflict and threat of violence for which no internal interruption was in sight.
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The Importance of Religion
In this work, I emphasize the significant influence of religion and its impact in the conflict of Northern Ireland. However, the role of religion has been the subject of much discussion and little agreement. While the conflict has been commonly referred to as a struggle between the Protestants and the Catholics, the degree to which these terms are considered indicative of religious involvement is not universally established. The term “Protestant” is often and imprecisely used as an alternate term for British, Loyalist, Unionist, Ulsterman or Orangeman, while “Catholic” is often used to indicate a Republican, Nationalist, Fenian, or Irishman. Norman Richardson and others believe that the terms “Protestant” and “Catholic” are more likely to describe where people went to school or where they live rather than where they go to church on Sundays. 


Due to the presumed interchangeability of these terms, many scholars like Richardson believe that the religious nature of the dispute has been overemphasized. Richard Jenkins et al. believe that although religion has a place in the “repertoire of conflict” in Northern Ireland, it is apparent that the situation is primarily concerned with matters of politics and nationalism, not religious issues.
 Edna Longley has stated that it is better described as a culture war in which both sides have been merely defined by their religious denominations.
 In an editorial column in the National Catholic Reporter, McKiernan told readers that the “religious conflict in Northern Ireland is a misnomer for political strife.”
 In 2007, William Cardinal Conway, former archbishop of Armagh, referred to the issues as “basically political, social, and economic” in nature.


Many other scholars support this argument that the role of religion has been exaggerated (see also McGarry and O’Leary 1995). They assert that the conflict has not been blatantly concerned with doctrinal, ceremonial, or cosmological differences. From their perspective, the problem is a tangle of inter-related problems that have included social and economic inequalities, issues of security, constitutional dilemmas and the clash of cultural identities.
 Hayes and McAllister suggest that the terms “Protestant” and “Catholic” play no greater role in shaping the conflict beyond providing convenient identifying labels for the protagonists.


However, not recognizing the religious nature of the situation in Northern Ireland would be a serious misjudgment. The conflict is at many points reinforced by religiously motivated practices and activities, religious perspectives and religious fears.
 Jenkins et al. and Conway are correct: the conflict is about nationalism, economics and politics – and religious influence is formational in each of these aspects. These labels are not merely convenient, they are indicative of the identities, and thus worldviews, interests, and fears of the communities. Wellman remarks, religion “can and does have the social force and power to create tenacious group identities.”
 Consequently, these religious identities must be considered seriously. Furthermore, as we examine the development of nationalism in Ireland it will become clear that it is impossible to study the rise of the Irish and Northern Irish nation-state without recognizing its religious foundation. We shall also see how deeply embedded religion has been in the spheres of politics and economics in Northern Ireland. 
Competing Histories and Clashing Narratives

“Competing histories,” or the conflicting historical memories of the Catholics and the Protestants, complicate their public perspective. These competing histories are part of what make the conflict extremely political. Though the Troubles largely began in 1969, the ongoing struggle between the parties has a long history of bloodshed. There are Protestant and Catholic clashing narratives regarding the conflict, including even the introduction of the British presence in Ireland. The Catholic narrative describes this initial event as the British invasion of Ireland in 1170, from which year the oppression of the Irish commenced. However, the Protestant narrative considers the British presence in Ireland to have been established at that time when an Irish warrior king, Diarmait Mac Murchada, recovered his conquered lands with the assistance of a Norman ally, Richard de Clare “Strongbow,” who subsequently and legally inherited those lands. Catholics point out that before Strongbow ever set foot in Ireland, Pope Adrian IV had issued King Henry II a bull Laudabiliter, commissioning Henry to invade Ireland for the purposes of religious reform.
 However, the Protestant narrative insists that the Irish requested English interference in Ireland, and did not invade by force. 
We should not assume that this is a common discussion between modern political or religious proponents, but it serves to illustrate the idea of the conflicting shared memories, or competing histories. In Cultural Contestation in Ethnic Conflicts, Marc Howard Ross refers to these as “clashing narratives,” which “offer emotionally meaningful accounts of the world, defining groups and explaining their motives and actions.”
  He emphasizes the importance of these narratives in four components: 1) for revealing core worldviews of a group, 2) for revealing fears, threats and grievances that drive conflict, 3) for privileging certain actions over others, and 4) via the act of storytelling, communities are (re)constructed and strengthened.
 Accordingly, we can (and should) understand the competing histories of the Catholic and Protestant narratives in order to fully comprehend the Northern Ireland conflict
The Republic and Northern Ireland: Background
For centuries after Strongbow, the English maintained an expensive military presence on the island, but with minimal power in most parts of Ireland. However, from 1534-1603, the four sovereigns of the house of Tudor – Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth – completed the conquest of Ireland.
 The English rulers sought to strengthen their control of the island with the least financial burden. Thus, the monarchs introduced the policy of Plantation to Ireland. Since it would be difficult to gain the absolute loyalty of the Catholic elites, the process of granting Irish land to loyal agents of the crown was both financially and strategically advantageous.
 The Plantation of Ulster in 1606 attracted many Protestant settlers from Britain and Scotland by granting generous tracts of land confiscated from the native Catholic Irish.
 As a result, two conflicting Ulster ethno-religious groups were created: the politically and economically (though not numerically) dominant Anglo-Scots settlers (Protestant/Presbyterian) and the dispossessed and politically excluded Irish (Catholic).
 While these two groups recall the following centuries with “clashing narratives,” they would share a sense of injustice and vulnerability in their histories.
 Each “regard themselves as an embattled minority religion in certain contexts, while at the same time asserting their majority status in others.”
 Protestants would see the Gaelic Irish revolt in 1641 as an unprovoked attack against the outnumbered and vulnerable Protestant settlers.
 Catholics would forever stress the subsequent retaliation of Cromwell eight years later, killing roughly 500,000 Irish. 
The year 1916 became a date of special significance for both groups. In 1916, the Easter Rising led by James Connelly and Patrick Pearse was crushed by the British government but gave rise to Irish nationalism. The year marks a significant date for Protestants as well, for it marks the deaths of thousands of soldiers from Northern Ireland in the Battle of the Somme.
 In December 1921, Ireland was declared a “Free State” under the Anglo-Irish Treaty (and renamed the Republic of Ireland in 1949). Northern Ireland was given the choice to opt out of the agreement, and this was promptly done.
 Of the nine counties in Ulster, only six remained under British rule to become what is now the province of Northern Ireland. These six counties ensured a Protestant political majority, with a third of the population, Catholics, severely opposed to the arrangement.
 
The newly created Republic of Ireland was not simply Catholic by nature of its population. The Church played a predominant role in the creation of the new state. According to William Crotty, “the Irish Catholic Church became a symbol of Ireland in the minds of the nation’s people, the preserver of value, and the one instrument of the society that was not subjugated by the British.”
 Richard Finnegan states that the Church was “more revered and powerful than any such institution in any other European state… [because] the conjunction of the Church’s right for religious liberty with the Irish quest for political liberty meant that devotion to the Church was devotion to the country. Moreover, the Gaelic Ireland movement associated devotion to the Church with Irish cultural identity.” 
  This strong initial connection between the Catholic Church and Irish nationalism would become crucial for both Protestants and Catholics during the Troubles. 
After the separation of the six counties, nationalism in Northern Ireland, unsurprisingly, drew the majority of its support from the Catholic population.  As a result, Protestant unionists, those who wished to remain part of the United Kingdom, associated Catholicism with a nationalist hostility and disloyalty to the province’s government. Thus, began the notorious association of Catholics as nationalists and Protestants as unionists. However, it is important to stress that religion was never a mere political marker – the Catholic Church was the symbol and identity for Irish nationalism. Furthermore, the province of Northern Ireland was a symbol for the Protestant community: “a Protestant State for a Protestant people” as James Craig stated, first Prime Minister of Northern Ireland.
 

The grievances between the Catholics and the Protestants have been, as many have insisted, economic and social as well. The Protestant hegemony in Northern Ireland, fearful of the Catholic influence in Northern Ireland (which, as has been previously noted, was overwhelming strong in the Republic), arranged local government constituencies in order to prevent any significant Catholic authority at Stormont, the Parliament of Northern Ireland.
 As a result, Catholics were increasingly treated as second-class citizens. This pattern of social stratification would have far-reaching consequences which would split the Protestant and Catholic camps even further into closed groups of identities and interests. 
The Christian communities would certainly attend different religious services but the partitioning extended much further than this. Local electoral boundaries were jury-rigged so that Protestants dominated the local councils where housing and public employment were determined. Following the rebuilding of Belfast after the Second World War, the allocation of housing was sectarian and discriminatory, creating further segregation of the population. As unemployment became a greater issue, Catholics were far less likely to find work than Protestants. The labor market became split to such an extent that Catholics and Protestants rarely found themselves working in the same arenas. The camps self-identified with divergent holidays, symbols, and sports activities.  The partitioning also extended into the educational system, so that Protestant “controlled” schools had the benefit (and funding) of the government and Catholic “maintained” schools were significantly disadvantaged, further increasing the employment gap. Unionist supporters justified these social divisions on the grounds that if the Catholic nationalists were given any amount of power sharing, they would vote for a united Ireland and, thus, a papal authority.
  The degree of segregation and social stratification resulted in the closed
 groups of self-identity which are described here as “ethno-religious groups.”
Troubles

Encouraged by the civil rights movement in the 1960s, Catholics began to organize and protest the inequalities. However, most Protestants did not strictly accept the claims of the civil rights movement, and perceived the demonstrations as a cloaked Catholic nationalist movement. Protestants remained skeptical of the Roman Church’s influence in Northern Ireland if Catholics were permitted to power share. Furthermore, the traditionally large Catholic families were seen as a threat to the Protestant numerical supremacy.
 When Unionist Prime Minister Terrence O’Neill attempted to recognize the grievances of the Catholic population by implementing some housing and public appointment reforms, many Protestants felt betrayed.
 The Unionist majority and the more extreme Democratic Unionist Party led by Rev. Paisley accused O’Neill of preparing the way for a united Ireland and he was eventually forced out of office.
 Rev. Paisley began to rally working-class Protestants against an elite who was seen to be breaking its bargain with the Protestant community.
 
Beginning in 1968, the tensions between the Catholic and Protestant communities erupted into violence. In two civil rights marches held in Derry, many protestors were injured while marching through Protestant neighborhoods. At this time, the Irish Republican Army (IRA), the self-identified defender of the Catholic community, was poorly organized
  and committed to non-violent politics.
 This soon changed. Paramilitary groups, often religiously defined, would begin to play a significant role in the struggles. The Ulster Volunteer Force, heavily armed Protestants dedicated to fighting the IRA, organized the first bombing campaign of the Troubles in attempt to implicate the IRA. From there, violence fueled both sides. In mid-August of 1969, the disorder could no longer be contained by the police and the Northern Ireland government requested troops from Britain to restore social harmony.
 In 1972, a day now remembered as “Bloody Sunday,” thirteen unarmed civilians were killed in Derry when paratroopers opened fire on a crowd of Catholic protestors. The British Embassy in Dublin was bombed in retaliation, killing thirty civilians. The British government abolished Stormont and decided to rule the state directly.
 In 1981, Bobby Sands and ten other IRA members died in a hunger strike in Maze prison near Belfast while protesting against the British government’s refusal to treat them as political prisoners rather than terrorists. The competing histories of the Catholics would see the prisoners as martyrs while the Protestant community would view them as murders. By 1999, a total of 3,651 people had been killed in the conflict.

Modernization/Secularization
As discussed earlier, the existential security theory suggests that in instances where people feel that their human security is threatened, they will adhere more closely to religious ideologies. An addendum to this theory is the assertion that modernization “weakens the influence of religious institutions in affluent societies, bringing lower rates of attendance at religious services, and making religion subjectively less important in people’s lives.”
  I must pause here to remark that the process of modernization and secularization has been strongly questioned as either normative or existent by recent scholarship (see Finke and Stark 1992; Hadden 1987; Stark and Iannaconne 1994). However, the broad-stroke thesis of modernity in the form of scientific progress that cleanses society of superstition, leaving religion behind as an irrelevant player in social and political life is not the conception of modernization or secularization that is proposed here.
 I define modernization as the process of industrialization, urbanization, rising levels of education and wealth, greater differentiation between religious and secular institutions and the development of economic and political conversations that are no longer exclusively domestic concerns,  that is, greater participation in the international community. 
  However, I do not propose that every process of modernity is inevitable or that secularization is a predetermined fact. 

I do suggest that a secularizing trend occurred in Northern Ireland in the era surrounding the Good Friday Agreement. This secularization may be identified by the declining salience of religion measured by a decline in religious participation (church attendance), traditional beliefs or behaviors, and enrollment in religious vocations as well as an increase in inter-confessional marriages.  To demonstrate this, I draw data from the following sources: the World Values Survey (WVS) waves of 1981, 1990 and 1999; the Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey (NISAS) of 1989-1996. Additionally, I will supplement my own findings with those of Tony Fahey, Bernadette C. Hayes and Richard Sinnott who use data from the European Values Survey (EVS) waves of 1981, 1990, and 1999-2000, the Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey 1999-2003, as well as the Irish Social and Political Attitudes Survey 2001-2002.
As measures of modernization, I expect to see greater degree of economic security and increased levels of education across both ethno-religious groups, and political conversations that address international concerns as compared to domestic issues. In the surveys I examined, both Catholics and Protestants should have increasingly answered more optimistically regarding their views toward the household income, job stability or opportunity, and general economic increases. I also expected to see indications of increasing education in both groups, represented by a rise in students beyond the age of fifteen. Finally, I determined and compared indicators of increased international concerns by the increase of the number of internationally related questions on the Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey.
I determined the varying degrees of religiosity in Northern Ireland by four factors: frequency of church participation/attendance, salience of traditional beliefs and values, enrollment in religious vocations and the percentage of inter-confessional marriages. In the self-perpetuating model of existential threat, religiosity and polarization during the Troubles, I expected to see high degrees of church participation, traditional beliefs and enrollment in religious vocations. Additionally, heightened polarization would result in low levels of intermarriage and inter-confessional political support, and few “neutral” individuals. In the surveys of late 1980s-1990s, as Northern Ireland became more secularized, I expected these values to gradually switch, demonstrating lower indications of religiosity and polarization. 
I must note that there are clear limitations to using these surveys to determine religiosity or secularization. Foremost, is that while binary polling can be efficient, conducting in-person, open-ended interviews would have resulted in greater depth and accuracy of information. Ultimately, this is unavoidable as I can only make use of the resources I have at my disposal. Perhaps more problematic, are the subjective interpretations of certain questions and terminologies. For example, in order to determine frequency of prayer, question 199 in the World Values Survey asks the respondent “How often do you pray to God outside of religious services?”
 Respondents’ perceptions of what constitutes “prayer” will be subjective and variable. Additionally, the concept of prayer “outside religious services” does not apply to the Jewish context as every act of prayer is by definition a “religious service.”
 With this in mind, the World Values Survey and other surveys from which I draw can be considered to have a very Westernized Christian bias, presuming a unilateral interpretation of religious terminologies and definitions of “religiosity.” However, considering the context of this study, such a bias is a negligible concern. The two religious communities concerned here are both from the Westernized Christian tradition, and an assumed vocabulary is not unreasonable in this instance.
Secularization in Northern Ireland
My research indicated a strong tendency toward modernization in Northern Ireland in the most recent decades. Involvement in education increased as I had expected. The number of respondents in both camps in the Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey who had completed their continuous full-time education before the age of 15 dropped from 43 per cent to 35 per cent from 1989-1994.
  The respondents’ positive feelings regarding their household income also increased. Progressively from 1989-1994, both Catholic and Protestant respondents were more likely to feel they could cope or even live comfortably on their household income. Additionally, we can see an increase of questions on the NISAS regarding the international community. In 1989, respondents were asked eight questions pertaining to the broader world, and in 1995 the survey contained twenty questions. 
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Devine, P. and Dowds, L.; 1989 — 1995 Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey. Distributed by the Economic and Social Data Service. Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO and the Queen's Printer for Scotland.
Survey data also confirmed the notion of secularization in Northern Ireland. According to the NISAS, the percentage of respondents who claimed to attend church once a month or more declined from 70 per cent to 58 per cent from 1989-1999.
 This figure is also biconfessional, decreasing from 94 per cent of Catholics to 84 per cent, and 66 per cent of Protestants to 63 per cent who attend church at least once monthly. 
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Devine, P. and Dowds, L.; 1989 — 1999 Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey. Distributed by the Economic and Social Data Service. Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO and the Queen's Printer for Scotland.
Additional studies by Queen’s University Belfast and the University of Ulster also found that church attendance had declined biconfessionally, dropping in Catholics from 90 per cent to 62 per cent between 1989-2004, in the Presbyterian Church from 50 to 40 per cent, and in the Church of Ireland church attendance dropped from 40 to 35 per cent.
  
Also, according to the NISAS, those in favor of increased mixing in marriages, that is biconfessional marriages, increased from 45 per cent in 1989 to 50 per cent in 1996.
 Data also indicated a decrease in traditional values. Respondents who were divorced, separated, or cohabitating without being legally married doubled from 5 per cent in 1989 to 10 per cent in 1999.
 
[image: image4.png]Religious Marital Values

Spouse with different religious background
Divorced, Seperated or Cohabitating

Responded in favor of biconfessional marriages

0 10 20 30

1983 m1996 m 13999

40

50

60





Graph 3: Morrison Griffin 2009

Devine, P. and Dowds, L.; 1989 — 1999 Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey. Distributed by the Economic and Social Data Service. Crown Copyright material is reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO and the Queen's Printer for Scotland.
In their work, Conflict and Consensus: A study of values and attitudes in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, Tony Fahey, Bernadette C. Hayes and Richard Sinnott also confirm the presence of secularization in Northern Ireland. Whether they determined secularization via reduced religious identification, religious attendance and confidence in the church, or via privatization, the authors confirmed the trend. They remark, “secularization, formerly so slow to take hold in Ireland, intensified in the 1990s and the early years of this century, both in the North and the Republic.”
 Significantly, for the existential security model, this “intensified” shift toward secularization corresponds with the era preceding the Good Friday Agreement. These lowered levels of religiosity would provide a shift within the self-reinforcing mechanism which would allow for decreased levels of polarization and, thus, perceived existential threat.
Fahey et al. continue  that it was a “shift from strong and highly institutionalized attachments toward more intermittent and lukewarm adherence and towards various forms of privatized belief and commitment.”
 I am not convinced that religion in Northern Ireland has shifted to a “lukewarm adherence,” as the province still evidences some of the highest levels of religiosity in the Western world.
 While the province may have experienced a degree of secularization, it may be going too far to call Northern Ireland a “secularized society.” Indeed, the role of the churches will be equally as important for post-Good Friday Agreement reconciliation processes as they may have been for maintaining the conflict. 
Further implications of Existential Security Theory

Despite its lasting power, many scholars and politicians have expressed skepticism regarding the success of the Good Friday Agreement.
 However, according to the existential security model, the existential conditions of youth can have a profound impact on a person’s cultural values as an adult. “Growing up in societies in which survival is uncertain is conducive to a strong emphasis on religion: conversely, experiencing high levels of security throughout one’s formative years reduces the subjective importance of religion in people’s lives.”
 By this reasoning, as the youths of the post-Good Friday Agreement era mature in continuing conditions of relative existential safety,  religion may play a less centralized role in their lives. 
Policy Implications and Conclusions
Religion has played an important role in the conflict and human security of Northern Ireland. Religious identities are not merely convenient labels, they are indicative of the identities, and thus worldviews, narratives, interests, and fears of the communities. Furthermore, it is clearly impossible to study the rise of the Republic and the Northern Irish nation-state without recognizing its religious foundation. Religion has been deeply embedded in the spheres of Northern Irish politics and economics. During the Troubles, Northern Ireland was caught in a self-perpetuating cycle of continuously strengthened effects of religiosity, polarization, conflict and existential threat. However,  the increase of secularization that intensified in the 1990s introduced an external change into that recursive mechanism which created the space for the Good Friday Agreement.

“Any given theory of conflict has crucial implications for the theory and practice of conflict management.”
 If a conflict is a matter of resource competition, a resolution will be sought via acceptable material distributions. However, if a conflict is defined by competing religious identities, than a state must seek a solution that bridges those identities.  The conflict in Northern Ireland provides an informative example of religion’s power to create individual and group identities and its potential to mobilize those groups toward violence.
 The rise of secularization and modernization in Northern Ireland was an important break for the cycle of conflict in the region. The promotion of increased education and improved quality of life are important factors in diminishing ethno-religious conflicts. However, by recognizing the religious worldviews that inform polarized groups, inclusive narratives, rather than competing narratives, may be developed for a lasting peace. Thus, just as these narratives were once responsible for creating a seemingly intractable conflict, churches and states may work together to create narratives that take advantage of biconfessional worldviews. 

Indeed, this seems to be a process that is already in motion. Recent developments in 2009, Northern Ireland has seen a recurrence of violence carried out by dissident republicans, the groups calling themselves the Real IRA and the Continuity IRA.
  Employees at the Belfast City Council have also received death threats from the group called the North Belfast Republican Brigade. Rather than sparking a new round of retaliation, the violence has actually served to unify the Catholic and Protestant communities. Several thousand Catholics and Protestants have protested the violence in silent rallies in Belfast, Londonderry/Derry and Newry.
  It appears that the dissident violence, a violence that draws upon the old narratives of segregation and polarization between the religious communities, has become obsolete. Instead, Catholics and Protestants are taking ownership of a new worldview, one that emphasizes the overwhelming desire for peace. 
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� The other three counties of Ulster that were not included in the creation of the province of Northern Ireland maintained a Catholic majority, and would have threatened Protestant control in Stormont. In order to maintain a Protestant control in the Northern Irish government, only the six counties with the highest Protestant majority were included in the new province. In addition, Stormont government gerrymandered the counties in order to ensure that Catholics were even less fairly represented in local and general elections. The Catholics in these six counties were, justifiably, opposed to the arrangement. � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>O hEithir</Author><Year>1989</Year><RecNum>84</RecNum><Pages>88</Pages><record><rec-number>84</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="dsdxw29drxtwvheexf3pp9zxxsfxs2wapzed">84</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Book">6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author> O hEithir, Breandan</author></authors></contributors><titles><title>A pocket history of Ireland</title></titles><dates><year>1989</year></dates><pub-location>Dublin</pub-location><publisher>O&apos;Brien Press</publisher><isbn>0862781884 : 9780862781880</isbn><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�(O hEithir, 1989, p. 88)�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Crotty</Author><Year>2006</Year><RecNum>74</RecNum><Pages>118</Pages><record><rec-number>74</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="dsdxw29drxtwvheexf3pp9zxxsfxs2wapzed">74</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Book Section">5</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Crotty, William</author></authors><secondary-authors><author>Manuel, Paul Christopher</author><author>Reardon, Lawrence C.</author><author>Wilcox, Clyde</author></secondary-authors></contributors><titles><title>The Catholic Church in Ireland and Northern Ireland: Nationalism, Identity, and Opposition</title><secondary-title>The Catholic Church and the nation-state : comparative perspectives</secondary-title></titles><pages>117-130</pages><section>7</section><dates><year>2006</year></dates><pub-location>Washington, D.C.</pub-location><publisher>Georgetown University Press</publisher><isbn>1589011147 9781589011144 1589011155 9781589011151</isbn><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�(Crotty, 2006, p. 118)�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Finnegan</Author><Year>1983</Year><RecNum>109</RecNum><record><rec-number>109</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="dsdxw29drxtwvheexf3pp9zxxsfxs2wapzed">109</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Book">6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Finnegan, Richard B.</author></authors></contributors><titles><title>Ireland : the challenge of conflict and change</title><secondary-title>Westview profiles</secondary-title></titles><dates><year>1983</year></dates><pub-location>Boulder, Colo.</pub-location><publisher>Westview Press</publisher><isbn>0891589244 9780891589242</isbn><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�(Finnegan, 1983)�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>Ross</Author><Year>2007</Year><RecNum>106</RecNum><Pages>14</Pages><record><rec-number>106</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="dsdxw29drxtwvheexf3pp9zxxsfxs2wapzed">106</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Book">6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author>Ross, Marc Howard</author></authors></contributors><titles><title>Cultural contestation in ethnic conflict</title><secondary-title>Cambridge studies in comparative politics</secondary-title></titles><dates><year>2007</year></dates><pub-location>Cambridge; New York</pub-location><publisher>Cambridge University Press</publisher><isbn>9780521870139 0521870135 9780521690324 0521690323 0511283873 9780511283871 0511284675 9780511284670</isbn><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�(Ross, 2007, p. 14)�


� � ADDIN EN.CITE <EndNote><Cite><Author>O hEithir</Author><Year>1989</Year><RecNum>84</RecNum><Pages>97</Pages><record><rec-number>84</rec-number><foreign-keys><key app="EN" db-id="dsdxw29drxtwvheexf3pp9zxxsfxs2wapzed">84</key></foreign-keys><ref-type name="Book">6</ref-type><contributors><authors><author> O hEithir, Breandan</author></authors></contributors><titles><title>A pocket history of Ireland</title></titles><dates><year>1989</year></dates><pub-location>Dublin</pub-location><publisher>O&apos;Brien Press</publisher><isbn>0862781884 : 9780862781880</isbn><urls></urls></record></Cite></EndNote>�(O hEithir, 1989, p. 97)�


� Article 44 of the 1937 Constitution in the Republic recognized the “special position of the Holy Catholic Apostolic and Roman Church as the guardian of the Faith possessed by the great majority of the citizens”. This article resulted in laws banning contraception, abortion and divorce. This article was repealed later on, but Protestants point to the article as an example of the incredible influence Catholicism has in the south.


� By “closed” groups, I mean a context where there is little to no mobility between groups of identity. Thus, the segregation of schools, housing, political allegiances, etc. would be solidified to such an extent that inter-group mobility is practically non-existent.
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� Ironically, the IRA would never have grown to its powerful position without the mass British army repression.


� In the mid-1960s, the leaders of IRA were swinging toward a class-based, non-violent ideology rather than the traditional sectarian ideology that had defined its actions previously. This split in philosophies became irreparable: the result was two groups, the Official IRA which eventually disbanded and the Provisional IRA in Northern Ireland. In this paper, again for the sake of brevity, I will refrain from making the differences explicit, generally referring to the PIRA or “Provos” as simply the IRA. Please excuse my lack of specificity.
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� I would like to thank Martin Jaffee for bringing my attention to this fact. 


� Q: At what age did you complete your continuous full-time education? Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey


� Q: Apart from special occasions such as wedding, funerals, baptisms, and so on, how often nowadays do you attend services or meetings connected with your religion? Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey
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� Q: And are you in favor of more mixing or more separation in people’s marriages? Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey


� Q: What is the martial status of the respondent? Northern Ireland Social Attitudes Survey
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� See G.K. Peatling’s The Failure of the Northern Ireland Peace Process. Portland: Irish Academic Press, 2004
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� See James Wellman, Introduction
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