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ICE Significant Incident Report 
Submitted Date and Time of Report: 11/26/2018 1152 EST 

Incident Date: 11 /24/2018 Incident Time: 1805 Incident Location: 
ICE Component: Enforcement & Removal Operations Division: Field Operations Division Area: Western Operations 

...:.C...::...as...::...e:_N...:.u.:_m...:.be...::...:_r...:.: N...:.o.:_...:.C.:_as-iiie~l/,5nv\."o7.::1v'\'7ed'rii::=:;-------,._ Office: WA- FOD SEATTLE- SEA Lead Agency: B- DHS / ICE 
SEN Incident Numberl(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 
Related SEN Number:.__ _______ __. 

Initial/Follow-Up: Initial 

Related Case Number: --­
ENFORCE Number: Intel Number: 

(b)(7)(E) 

II 
Principal Subiect: Person 
Date of Birth:l(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 1 

I 
Last Nam (b)(6); (b)(7)(C)I 
Country of ts1rtn: Huss1a 

I I 
First NamJ(b)(6); (b)(?)(C) I 
Citizenship: Russia 

l Narrative 
Report Title: ERO Seattle Detainee Death (AMAR) 

Event Status: Routine 
SEACATS Number: 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) ,jJ 
Alien IDJ.__ ___ _.I 

Pursuant to ICE policy, I am providing notification of the death of an ICE detainee: 
l<b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 

ISSUE : 
On November 24, 2018 , U. S . Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) , Enforcement and 
Remoga l operations (ERO) Seattle reported the death of ICE detainee Mergensana ~?/~~1~~· I 

l(b)(6), (b)(?)(C) I a 40-year-old cit i zen of R (b)(6); at Saint Joseph's Hospital (SJH l. n 
Tacoma, WA . The medi cal staff pronounced th \17 \1 deceased on November 24, 2018, at 6 : 05 
p . m. PST . Medical staff i dent ified the preliminary cause of death as asphyxia caused by 
hang ing from the neck . 
Consistent with ICE pol icy , ERO Seattle not i fied the U. S . Department of Homeland 
Security , Office of Inspector General , and the ICE Office of Profess i onal Responsibi lity 
via the Joi nt Intake Center . ERO Seattle also provided telep honic message and email 
notification to the Embassy of the Russian Federation in Washington , DC, of ~(b)(6); l:ieath 
who will , in turn , notify~ next of kin . 
All media inquiries will b~red to t he ICE Offi ce of Public Affairs . 

BACKGROUND: 
On Decembe r 2 , 2017 , app lied for entry into the United States via the pedestrian 

I..W.!!..l...!:.!....J 
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l anes at t he San Ysidro , CA Port Ent r y ~~~~~• resent e d his valid Russian passport to the 
pr i mary inspection Customs & Border Protection Officer (CBPO) I(b)(6); {b)(7)(C) I U. S . 
Customs and Bo rder Protection (CBP) determined l<b)~~j;__Jo be inadmissible and served him a 
Notic e a nd Order of Expedited Removal , Form I - 860 chargi ng i nadmiss i bility pursuant to 
sect i on 21 2 (a) (7) (A) ( i ) ( I ) of the Immigration a nd Nat uralizat ion Act ( INA), as amended, 
as an i mmigrant with out immigrant visa . 
On December 6 , 2017 , CBP transferred l{b)~~); l to ERO San Diego custody at the San Luis 
Re g i onal Detent ion Center . 
On Decembe r 19 20 17 ERO San Di eqo transferre J<b){6); Ito ERO Seat t le at t he No rthwest 
tKb)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
b){6); (b)(7)(C) 

On February 1 , 2018 , an immig ration jud rP IT.T\ i n Tacoma, WA dete rmine d the court had no 
j urisdiction in a custody hearing due t ~~~~~~{C) peing an arriving alien . 
On February 7 , 201 8 , ERO Seattle served Parole Advisal and Scheduling 
Notification. (b)(6); 
On February 2 6 , 2018 , ERO Seattle denie lh \f7 \fr.\ parole due to posing a r isk of fl ight . 
b )(6); {b )(7)(C) 

On August 22 , 20 18 ,~declared himse l f to be on hunger strike a nd ICE Health Service 
Corps (IHSC) began monitoring his mea l s. 
On August 25 , 2018llb)(6): ! declined h i s n i nth c onsecutive meal and I HSC i n i t iated hu nger 
strike p rotocols . 
On Septembe r 6 , 2018 , I HSC obtained an order to pe r mit involuntary medical monitoring 
and hydration from a judge with the United States District Court for the Wes tern 
Dist rict of Washington . When presented with t he order ,l(b)(6): l began dri nking Pedialyte and 
allowing medical monito ring. 
On Septembe r 1 4 , 2018 , l<b)(6); lbegan drinking Boost nutritional s hakes and continued to 
consume Pedia l y t e , and occasionally ate piec~ fruit . 
On September 19, 201 8 , ERO Seattle scheduled ~ for a n escorted commercial removal 
with hi s valid Russ ian passport f o r Oc tober 2 4 , 2018 . 
By September 26 , 201 8 ,kbl(6); !r egu l a r l y consume d liqui d nutrit ional suppl ements, eating 
fruit a nd taking vitamins . He had stopped los i ng weight and was effectively not on 
hunger strike . However , llh\IR\ · I demanded to rema i n in the medical housing unit (MHU) , 
t h reateni ng to stop consuming t he nutri tional supplements and food i tems if returne d t o 
genera l population .l(b)(6); I was effect i vely i n administ rat i ve/protective custody at thi s 
time . 
On October 1 , 2018 Jtb\16\: 1 filed an unti me l y notice of apl eal with the Board of 
Immigrat i on Appeals BIA . ERO Seattle c a ncelle cJl(b\(6): _ scheduled removal . 
On October 1 6 , 2018 , ~X~~~ · nsume d a full me a l and IHSC decla red an offi cial end to 
hunger strike protocols . Althoug~was moved at his request to administrative 
segregation , he would continue to skip meals. IHSC made nutritional supplements and 
Pedialyte available t {b){6); _ ~ree t i mes daily to promote weight g ain . 

On October 26 , 2018 , GEO contract staff found a long rope made of bedding hidden under 
his mattress . lthVR\ · a s re-admitted to the MHU on suicide watch as a precaution because 
t h ey considered t h is a s uici d al g estu re , although Kb)(6); !den ied i t . 

On October 27 , 2018 , 
ideation , homicidal 
constant-watch . 

remained on 

On October 29 , 2018 , ~~~~~~~ was transferred from the MHU to administrative segregation , 
but he r e mained on 10-minute irregular mental hea lth observation (MHO) checks . 
On November 2 , 2018 , the BIA dism~ l{b){6); I appeal as having been fi l e d untimely . 
On Novembe r 5 , 2018 , I HSC removed~ from MHO checks and released him to NWDC GEO 
contract staff for a hous i ng determination. l<b)(6); 1requested to remain in administrative 
segregation and GEO complied with that reques 'l::'-~---, 

On Novembe r 8 , 2018 , ERO Seattle re-scheduled ~~~~~~~• r emoval to Russia for November 28, 
2018 . 
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On November 12, 2018 , egan regularly eating facility provided meals and consumed a 
complete lunch and dinner . 

(b)(6); 
On November 14, 20 18 , IHSC discontinued providing(b)( 

6 
~ and Pedi alyte fo llowing his 

consistent consumption of the food on his meal trays ~~~7~~~"' ' lso expressed his desire to 
leave administrative segregation and return to general population . 
On November 15, 2018 , at appr~ely 3 : 06 p . m. PST, during a health and welfare check , 
GEO contract staff discovered~hanging from a noose made of bed s heets in his cell 
in t he restricted housing unit . GEO contract staff initiated a n Incident Management 
~em ( IMS) and loosened the noose around l<b)(~); ___ I neck . Staff used a life kn ife to cut 
~ down , and placed h i m on the floor . 
At approximately 3 : 08 p~T, IHSC arrived and began administering cardiopulmonary 
r esuscitation (CPR) to ~ 
At a pproximate ly 3 : 10 p . m. PST, IHSC contacted emergency medical service (EMS) . 
At app roximately 3 : 16p . m. PST, EMS from Tacoma Fire and Rescue arrived on scene and 
took over the admini stration of CPR . GEO contract staff not i fied ERO Seattle that an IMS 
had been called after detainee l(b)(6); lwas discovered attempting self-harm by 
strangulation . 
At approximately 3 : 29 p . m. PST, 
At approximately 3 : 34p . m. PST , o Sai nt Joseph' s 
Hospital in Tacoma, WA . 
At a pproximately 3 : 36p . m. PST, at Saint Joseph ' s Hospital . ~(b~)~(6~)-. --~ 
At a pproximatel y 3 : 42 p.m. PST , ERO Seattle notified ERO HQ Field Operations o ~vz0~"'' 
suici de attempt . 
At approximately 5 : 31p . m. PST, Saint Joseph ' s Hospital admittedl(b)(~); _l IHSC notified ERO 
Seattle that staff at St . Joseph ' s Hospital reported[b)(6); ~as non - responsive , had an 
anoxic brain injury , possible spinal cord injury , and no apparent brain activit lb 6 . 
At approximately 6 : 03 p . m. PST , ERO Seattle not i fied the Joi nt I ntake Center of5h~ztic1 
suici de attempt . 
At a pproximately 7 : 58p . m. PST, IHSC notified ERO Seattle t hat staff at St . Josep h ' s 
Hospital reporte4b)(~)~ I continued to be non-responsive with no brain activity , no corneal 
respon se , and had been i ntubated and moved to the intensive care unit (ICU) . 
On November 1 6, 20 18 , throughout the day , ERO Seat tle at t emp t ed t o i dent i fy a next of 
kin and made efforts to notify the embassy of Russia i n Washin C without success . 
At approximately 6 : 45 a . m. PST , IHSC notified ERO Seattle that ~~~~~~~'"'' status remained 
unchanged and he was on full l ife support . 
At approximately 2 : 00 p . m. PST, hospital staff conducted a neuro logy consult with 
electroencephalography (EEG) . 
On November 17, 2018 , I HSC notified ERO Seattle that the results of the EEG r s howed no 
brain activity. ~- Joseph ' s Hosp ital Ethics Committee reviewed the case and 
recommended that~ be considered a do not resusci tate (DNR) case i n the event of 
sudden cardiac arrest . The commi ttee cont i nued to monitor the case for fut ure 
recommendations on withdrawal of care . 
On November 18, 2018 , hospital staff conducted a cerebral blood flow study onllb)(6): h he 
results showed no flow to the brain . Al l testing indicated brain deat h , so the hosp ital 
declared kbX~ ; ~rain dead at 2 : 45p .m . PST a nd notifi ed ICE that t hey intended to turn 
off l ife support unl ess next - of- kin could be located, and they request otherwise. 
Hospital staff granted ERO Seattle additional time to locate next of kin . 
On November 1 9 , 20 18 , the HQERO International Operations Division Assistant Attache for 
Removal i n Warsaw, Poland p rovided contact i nfor mat i on f or [b)(6); I parents i n Russia . 
On November 20 , 2018 , HQERO Removal and International Operations Division advised ERO 
Seattle that the Russian embassy had contacted the next-of-kin in Russ ia and that the 
)(

6
). f kin were in contact with the hospital concer ning the decision to keep or remove 

~v7,(~"', from l ife support. 
From November 20 , 2018 through November 24, 2018 , t he hospital staff had mu l tipl e 
conversations with the parents of b)(6); who , in the afternoon of November 24 , 2018 , 

h \/7 \/f' 
decided to remove li f e support. 
On November 24, 2018 , at approxi mately 6 : 00 p . m. PST , hospita l staff r emoved a l l l ife 
support from tb~~);b l 
At approximate y : 05 p . m. PST , 
At approximately 6 : 30 p . m. PST, 
At approximately 6 : 31 ~eath . 
On November 25 , 20 18 , Joint 
Intake Center and t he Office of Professional Responsibility duty agent of l(b)(6), I death . 
At approximately 1 0: 1 5 a . m. and 10 : 20 a . m. PST , ERO Seattle attempted to contact the 
Embassy of the Russ ian Federation in Washington , DC , via tel ephone to provide 
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t ' f' t' f b)(6); d th no l. J.ca J.on o ""7"~"' ' ea . 
At approximately 1 0:51 a .m. PST, ERO Seattle emailed Vice - Consul l(b)(6); (b)(?)(C) I and 
provided notification of lib\(6): I death . ERO Seattle will con tinue to attemp t per sonal 
communicat i on wi t h embassy staff . 
llb\16\: ~s the second detainee t o pass away i n ICE custody in fiscal year 2019. 

Violations of Law: 

Action Taken: 

Other Agencies Notified: 
Name Agency Phone Date Time 
none 

Injuries: 
Fatalities: 
Damage: 
Unaccompanied 
Child Count: 

Locations: 

Injuries (Names and Extent of 
Injury): 

Type Address City 
~~-----------------------------------------------

__ ......_ ____ _ State 

Other St. Joseph Medical Center 1717 S. J St. Tacoma Washington 

Reported to ICE Operations Center via Phone: 

Public Affairs Notified: Yes 
Officer Notified:l(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 
Comments· 

Reported B (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Supervisor: 

Date: 11 /25/2018 

(b)(6); 
Phone: 253-779 (b)(7)(C) 

Phone: 253-779 

20 19-ICLI-00003 5736 

Time: 0714 

Cell/Pager: 206-78 

Cell/Pager: 80147 

(b)(6); 
(b)(7)(C) 

Zip 

98405 
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ICE Significant Incident Report 
Submitted Date and Time of Report: 11/30/2018 1148 EST 

Incident Date: 11/30/2018 Incident Time: 0840 Incident Location: 

ICE Component: Enforcement & Removal Operations Division: Field Operations Division Area: Western Operations 

Case Number: Pending Office: WA - FOD SEATTLE - S EA Lead Agency: B- DHS / ICE 
~S~E~N~In-c~id~e~nt~N~u-m~b-e-r:~fb~)(~6)~;(~b)~(7~)(~C)~--~------

Related SEN Number: 

Intel Number: 

Initial/Follow-Up: Initial 

Related Case Number: --­

ENFORCE Number: 

Event Status: Routine 

SEACATS Number: 

(b)(7)(E) 

Principal Subject: Person 
Date of Birth: l<b)(6); I 

Last Name: (b)(6); (b)(?)(C) 
Country of 81 

Report Title : High P rofile Removal b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

First Name: l~b)~~); __ _ 
Citizenship: Honduras 

Alien ID: I ~(b;.:,.:)(~6)~; __ ___. 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) is a 37-year-old male , native and citizen of 

rb)(7)(E) 

Honduras . The Office of Domestic Operations-West (Los Angeles & Seattle) HQ-Enforcement 
a nd Remova l Operat i ons des i gnateJ(b\(6\: I a High Profile Removal (HPR) case due to a n 
active wa rra nt out of San Pedro Sula , Cortes , Honduras fo r Concealment to the Det riment 
of the Public Administration . 

ERO Sea ttle ha s o be r emoved to Hondura s on Decembe r 4 , 2018 . 

Immigration and Crimina l Histories : 

On J u ly 03 , 200 1, U. S . Borde r Patro l a t Ea g l e Pass T X e ncountere (b)(6); a ttempt i ng to 
illegal l y e nter t he Un i ted St ates . U. S . Border Pat rol i ssued ~X6~ a Notice t o Appear 
(Form I-862) c harging inadmissibility under section 212 (a) (6) (A) ( i ) as an alien present 
in the u . s . without being admitted or paroled . 

On Sept e mber 07 , 2 001 , an immigration j udge (IJ) i n Da llas , TX o rde r ed 
Honduras . 

e moved to 

On October 04 , 2001 , the former Immigration and Naturali zation Service ( I NS ) in Dallas , 
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