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This course covers evolving issues in Arctic and world politics as climate changes in
the Arctic system with a focus on Canada’s current role as Chair of the Arctic Coun-
cil. The course begins with a review of climate and ice change with an overview of
likely consequences of increased access to underwater resources and to new trans-
portation resources. The shared governance by the Arctic Council, the Law of the
Sea, and the legal regimes of the five extended national jurisdictions in

the Arctic Ocean are considered.

The Arctic Ocean is examined as a geographic region containing indigenous popula-
tions’ regions, as well the EEZs of the five nation states, all of whom participate in
the Arctic Council, with a large open access region in the center, belonging to no
nation. A complex web of interactions and jurisdictions affect exploitation for non-
renewable resources, the harvest and conservation of renewable resources, the po-
tential for shipping between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, the emerging status of
the indigenous groups’ rights to self-determination, and the recent admittance of the
non-Arctic, Asian countries to the Arctic Council. NE Asia (containing the Russian
Far East) as a future principle access or pathway to the Arctic Ocean, and thus Eu-
rope, is explored.
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