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BACKGROUND: NCSS COLLABORATIVE OUTREACH PROJECT 
 

 

 NRCs ON CANADA: 
 

Project coordinators Betsy Arntzen (University of Maine), Amy 
Sotherden (Plattsburgh State University of New York), and Tina Storer 
(Western Washington University), are the Canadian Studies outreach 
staff of the only two National Resource Centers (NRCs) on Canada in 
the United States designated by and funded in part by the U.S. 
Department of Education (DOE).  The two National Resource Centers 
are: the Northeast National Resource Center on Canada and the 
Pacific Northwest Resource Center on Canada.   
 

These outreach educators provide K-12 outreach programs and 
professional development training to establish, encourage and support 
inclusion of Canadian Studies in American K-12 curriculum.  They 
provide professional development and teacher training; they develop 
resources for teaching about Canada; and they conduct summer 
teachers’ institutes in Canada.  They are supported by their universities 
and by the U.S. Department of Education Title VI grant. 
  

 NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES (NCSS): 
 

The NRCs on Canada have been involved with the annual NCSS 
conference in a variety of roles for more than fifteen years. As the 
largest association in the U.S. devoted to social studies education, it is 
also the single largest K-12 target audience for Canadian Studies 
outreach in the U.S. It serves as an umbrella organization for 24,000 
elementary, secondary, and college teachers of history, geography, 
economics, political science, sociology, psychology, anthropology, and 
law-related education so outreach to NCSS members is extensive. 
 

Organized into a network of more than 110 affiliated state, local, and 
regional councils and associated groups, NCSS membership represents 
K-12 classroom teachers, college and university faculty members, 
curriculum specialists, social studies supervisors, and education leaders 
in the various social studies disciplines from across the U.S. and in 69 
countries. Three to four thousand members attend the conference in any 
given year.  
 

In 2015 there were 3,769 social studies educators, professionals, 
and faculty who attended the four day conference held in New 
Orleans, LA.  
 

http://www.k12studycanada.org/
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SUMMARY:  NCSS COLLABORATIVE OUTREACH PROJECT 
 

Beginning with the Canada is Coming to NCSS!  collaborative project in 2008, the two NRCs on 
Canada have successfully showcased Canadian Studies at the NCSS conference annually. In order to 
feature Canadian Studies in a variety of ways, the NRCs are involved with conference planning, 
participate in affiliated Council of State Social Studies Supervisors (CS4) meetings, and collaborate 
with Canadian Studies scholars, regional experts, classroom teachers, and Canadian consular officials 
to ensure strong program content and encourage inclusion of Canada in American classroom curricula.   
 

Since the 2015 NCSS conference was being held in New Orleans, NRC on Canada outreach 
educators--Betsy Arntzen, Amy Sotherden, and Tina Storer—sought to highlight Canada’s Acadian 
connections to the region in the conference program.  Collaborative partners included Nicholas 
Campbell, Louisiana filmmaker, Merna Forster, Executive Director of the Great Unsolved Mysteries in 
Canadian History Project, Dean June, Adjunct Faculty at SUNY Geneseo; Christina Keppie, 
Associate Professor of French at Western Washington University; Warren Perrin, Director of the 
Acadian Museum in Erath, LA; Glen Pitre, filmmaker, producer and owner of Côte Blanche 
Productions; and, Ruth Writer, Adjunct Faculty at Western Michigan University.  
 

As in past years, the NRCs on Canada hosted a resource table in International Alley of the Exhibit Hall 
where teachers discovered a variety of teaching materials, learned about NRC professional 
development programs, and signed up to receive K-12 STUDY CANADA resource newsletters. The 
NRCs also participated in several receptions to promote Canadian Studies and the special interest 
NCSS Canada Community. 
 

DETAILS -  NCSS COLLABORATIVE OUTREACH PROJECT 
 

 CANADIAN-CONTENT SESSIONS 
 

NRC outreach coordinators and NCSS Canada Community members, Ruth Writer and Dean June, 
brainstormed proposals and sought partnerships in order to submit multiple Canadian-content 
sessions and event proposals. NCSS received over 1100 proposals for 600 pre-conference clinics and 
hour-long workshops or poster sessions and, significantly, seven proposals related to Canada were 
accepted. The end result was that 10-plus hours of Canada-related presentations were part of the 
conference program. [See “Canada at NCSS” schedule on Page 4.] 
 

 NCSS CANADA COMMUNITY 
 

 
NCSS Canada Community Showcase 

The NCSS Canada Community also raises the profile of Canada at 
the conference annually by bringing together educators with a 
special interest in teaching about Canada and by hosting two 
Canada Community Showcases that are centrally displayed in the 
convention center. Co-Chairs Ruth Writer and Betsy Arntzen 
organize and lead the meeting annually; Tina Storer and Amy 
Sotherden serve on the Board of Directors. All NCSS communities 
are guaranteed a “Featured Scholar” session and so, in 2015, Dr. 
Christina Keppie, Associate Professor of French at Western 
Washington University who is a specialist in Acadian history and 
culture, was invited to present. [See Promotional Card on Page 4.] 
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As part of its business agenda in 2015, the Canada Community crafted and proposed a Resolution to 
the House of Delegates (HOD), resolving that NCSS update the name of special interest communities to 
that of Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) which will better benefit all teachers who attend 
NCSS.  The HOD will consider this in the coming year. 
 

As an elected member of the Council of State Social Studies Supervisors (CS4), Tina Storer attended 
their meeting to encourage membership in the NCSS Canada Community, promote NRC on Canada 
programs, and network with education leaders as a representative of the NRCs on Canada. To this end, 
she also attended the Western State Councils’ Breakfast. 
.   

 EXHIBIT HALL 
 

For two of the four days, the NRCs on CANADA maintained a Canadian Studies information table in the 
International Alley of the exhibit area, and provided an information table about the Canada Community 
for a total of 21 hours providing Canadian Studies teaching resources and one-on-one consultation 
to interested teachers at information tables in the exhibit hall.  The booth served as a focal point for the 
NRCs to renew connections and make new contacts nationally in order to encourage inclusion of 
Canada in American curricula across the United States. Approximately 500 educators stopped by to 
discuss ways to Canada could be incorporated in US history classrooms and 300 left with resource 
folders filled with NRC resources, handouts about the annual summer institutes as well as other 
educational materials. More than a hundred educators from over 20 states plus DC as well as Canada 
indicated an interest in learning more by signing up to receive regular e-newsletters from Tina Storer 
with resource recommendations and curriculum ideas for teaching about Canada. 
 

IMPACT/OUTCOMES -  NCSS COLLABORATIVE OUTREACH PROJECT 
 

 We offered a half-day pre-conference clinic plus 5 workshop sessions providing Canadian 
content to 100 participants from throughout the U.S.   
 

 We networked with social studies leaders nationwide and expect strong Canadian content at 
next year’s conference in Washington, DC. 

 

 NRC outreach at the NCSS conference extends far beyond the meetings to build a strong 
nationwide network of educators interested in teaching Canada. 
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NRCs on CANADA Exhibit in International Alley with Betsy Arntzen, Tina Storer, Amy Sotherden 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

“Conquest and Re-Conquest” Poster Session:  Amy Sotherden and a teacher discuss the content. 


