
Q A U J I M A N I Q I K I AQ Q I V I N G M I : 
I N U I T, A R C T I C  E N V I R O N M E N TA L I S M , A N D  
D I G I TA L  K N OW L E D G E  P O L I T I C S

Climate change offers a fundamental challenge to many societies to reconsider 
how they think about and act toward the environment. Despite these calls for 
new ways of thinking, technical and reductionist approaches to environmental 
management have largely retained hegemony within institutional spaces of 
decision-making. By drawing on a case study of Canadian Inuit, I ask whether 
digital technologies offer new political opportunities for challenging this 
epistemological hegemony. Inuit increasingly use the Internet to engage in 
environmental politics, and particularly to push for increased representation of 
Inuit Qaujimaningit, or Inuit knowledge, in environmental decision-making. I 
argue that Inuit engagements with the materialities and practices of the Web 
have produced a complex set of knowledge politics in the Arctic, that 
simultaneously extend colonial knowledge hierarchies and open space for Inuit to 
intervene in those hierarchies. This research offers broad insights into the role of 
digital practices in shaping environmental management, indigenous politics, and 
the co-production of knowledge across epistemological difference.
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