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Given the importance of health issues to Canadians and Americans ... academics can play an important role intervening in public debates and in laying the groundwork for citizens to engage in meaningful dialogue on pressing issues. – Michael Orsini, 2008-09 Canada-US Fulbright Chair
9:00 – Coffee and “mingling”
9:20 – Welcome, Chair, Morna McEachern, Social Work and Nadine Fabbi, Canadian Studies Center

9:30 – Respondent Introductions – Michael Orsini, 2008-09 Canada-US Visiting Fulbright Chair and Jack Thompson, School of Public Health

10:00 – “Ethnic Nationalism and Flight: Explaining Anglophone Out-Migration from Québec, 1971-1981,” by David Pettinicchio, Department of Sociology

10:30 – "FAST Commercial Vehicle Crossing Times between Western Canada and the United States," by Li Leung, Civil and Environmental Engineering, College of Engineering

11:00 – “Bycatch and Beached Birds: Assessing Mortality Impacts in Coastal Net Fisheries Using Marine Bird Strandings in the Salish Sea,” by Nathalie Hamel, School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences
11:30 – “Freshwater Transport Through the Davis Strait between 2004-2005,” by Beth Curry, School of Oceanography

Noon – Lunch by Betty Brown – waste free and organic – sensitive to the health of our planet!

1:00 - “Potential Market for Canadian Forest Product Industry: Trade between Canada and China,” by Mihyun Seol, College of Forest Resources
1:30 – “Children of a Common Mother”: Teen Pregnancy and Political Symbols in US and Canadian Sexual Health Education Guidelines,” by Morna McEachern, School of Social Work

2:00 – Round Table discussion

Abstracts (Alphabetical Order)

“Freshwater Transport through the Davis Strait Between 2004-2005,” by Beth Curry, School of Oceanography

The Canadian Arctic Archipelago (CAA) and Fram Strait are the two main pathways for freshwater leaving the Arctic Ocean en route to the Atlantic Ocean. Understanding and quantifying these pathways of freshwater are important for understanding the global climate. The flow though the Davis Strait captures the Arctic Ocean outflow that has passed through the CAA and includes terrestrial runoff and water mass modifications made within in Baffin Bay. Since the beginning of the 21st century there has been significant sea ice loss and warming in the Arctic Ocean. As a result, the freshwater transport through the Davis Strait is expected to increase as the Arctic Ocean warms. Based on the first year of a six-year moored array deployed across the Davis Strait in September 2004, significant changes seen in the Arctic had not reached the Davis Strait by September 2005. Volume ( -2.65 ( 0.73 Sv), and freshwater (-124 ( 34 mSv) transports for 2004-2005 are not statistically significantly different from existing estimates for the Davis Strait.

“Bycatch and Beached Birds: Assessing Mortality Impacts in Coastal Net Fisheries Using Marine Bird Strandings in the Salish Sea,” by Nathalie Hamel, School of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences

In most of the world's coastal fisheries, bycatch of marine bids is rarely  monitored and thus the impact on populations is poorly known. We used marine  bird strandings to assess the impact of entanglement in Pacific Northwest  coastal net salmon fisheries. We compared the magnitude and species composition of fisheries-associated strandings (FAS) to baseline data  collected at beaches monitored by citizen-science programs in Washington and  British Columbia, and to seabirds salvaged from gillnets during observer programs. Carcass encounter rates were 16.4 carcasses/km (95% CI 11.2-21.7) for FAS and 1.00 carcasses/km (95% CI 0.87-1.14) for baseline data. Declines in fisheries effort were associated with decreasing FAS although declines in at-sea seabird abundance may also be at play. Common murres Uria aalge comprised the majority of carcasses in both the FAS (86%) and in bycatch studies (71%). Although the total count of murre FAS represented a small fraction (1.3%-6.6%) of baseline mortality cumulated for the Salish Sea over the same period, murre FAS added 0.2% - 2.9% to annual mortality rates. Considering the impact of other natural and anthropogenic mortality agents on murres in the region, this species may benefit from further protection. Given the complexity of salmon fisheries management and the ubiquitous distribution of seabirds in the Salish Sea, we recommend the comprehensive adoption of gillnet gear modification to reduce seabird bycatch, a solution that may prove to be beneficial for the vitality of seabird populations and the fishing industry.

FAST Commercial Vehicle Crossing Times between Western Canada and the United States, by Li Leung (co-authors Anne Goodchild and Susan Albrecht) 

This paper examines commercial vehicle crossing times at the Pacific Highway Port-of-Entry, the land-port border crossing between Washington and British Columbia with the largest volume of commercial vehicle crossings. Here, commercial vehicle crossing times are difficult for drivers to predict, but may exceed two hours on occasion. These very long crossing times have significant consequences for trucking firms, and the economic regions connected by the border. The analysis shows that there is not a strong correlation between crossing times and arrival commercial vehicle volumes at a disaggregate level, and therefore simulations or delay predictions tend to be inaccurate. The research also shows that almost a quarter of the crossing time can be attributed to factors other than primary booth delay, and therefore cannot be addressed with additional primary booths or booth inspectors.  The research suggests that border crossing times could be significantly reduced through strategies other than primary inspection capacity improvements, such as promoting advanced electronic manifest filing systems and trusted traveler programs.

"Children of a Common Mother”: Teen Pregnancy and Political Symbols in US and Canadian Sexual Health Education Guidelines,” by Morna McEachern, School of Social Work

In modern welfare states, teen pregnancy is a prominent issue. The USA has a teen pregnancy rate of more than twice that of its culturally similar neighbor, Canada. Since sexual activity is a precursor of pregnancy, and public schools are a dominant site for sexual education, this study compares two exemplars, the national Canadian guidelines and, from a representative USA jurisdiction, the Washington State guidelines for sexual health education. Taking context and culture into account, this study uses an interpretive comparative analysis of each jurisdiction’s sexual health education policies to compare the language of the political symbols and their meanings in the policies. The results from the analysis revealed language related to restricting undesirable behaviour through prescribing abstinence-first sexual health information, in the Washington exemplar, and, from Canada, stories about individual choice based on comprehensive sexual health knowledge emerge. Similarities between the USA and Canada indicate a possibility for comprehensive based sexual health education policy reform in both countries, potentially lowering unintended teen pregnancy rates. 
“Ethnic Nationalism and Flight: Explaining Anglophone Out-Migration from Québec, 1971-1981,” David Pettinicchio, PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology
The growth of Québec nationalism in the 1970s coincided with a period of high Anglophone out-migration from the province. Nationalistic policies threatened the Anglophone community, particularly the historical tie between Anglophones and the Québec economy. However, Québec nationalism alone cannot explain the variation in Anglophone out-migration since all Anglophones were exposed to the same threatening conditions yet not all Anglophones responded to this threat by fleeing. Drawing from the migration literature and exit-voice theory, the central thesis of this paper is that wealth and human capital explains why some regions and some Anglos left the province while others did not. Using both ecological and individual-level data, I find that census divisions with high wealth and human capital are more likely to experience net Anglo out-migration, and that Anglophone professionals and executives are more likely to exit. Results also indicate that on the one hand, Anglophones who left had a greater aversion to, and more negative attitudes about, learning French, but on the other hand, they overwhelmingly did not believe Québec would separate from

Canada.

“Potential Market for Canadian Forest Product Industry: Trade between Canada and China,” by Mihyun Seol, College of Forest Resources

Canada is the fifth largest exporter of furniture in the world. In the Canadian forest product industry, more than 100,000 people are employed, and annual sales exceed $11 billion. However, Canadian forest product industry is losing competency due to expensive costs of labor and transportation. China can be a new market for Canadian forest product industry in this situation. Some positive signs are observed from past trade. Canada was China’s top wood pulp supplier in 2003. Also, China imported 10% of sawn timber from Canada in 2007. Therefore, it can be a good strategy to keep current market share for sawn-timber and wood pulp, and at the same time try to export other products to China. Additionally, it can be another niche marketing strategy to sell legal source proved by forest certification to Chinese manufacturers who intend to export to Canada, USA, and Europe. 

Respondent Bios

Michael Orsini, Associate Professor, School of Political Studies, University of Ottawa, is the Jackson School of International Studies 2008-09 Canada-US Fulbright Visiting Research Chair serving from January 2009 to the end of June. He also a Principal Scientist at the Institute of Population Health. He teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in Canadian politics and health policy in both English and French. He recently completed a cross-country study on the experience of living with Hepatitis C, which was funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research.

While in residence at UW, Michael is working on a new project, titled "Health Policy from Below: Social Movements and Contested Illness in Canada and the US." The project, which is funded by a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council grant, examines the policy influence of civil society actors in three areas (asthma, autism and Multiple Chemical Sensitivity).

While in residence at the UW, Michael has been enormously active in the region and at the institution speaking on cross-border health movements including at Simon Fraser University, University of Victoria, Willamette University, Whitman College, Arizona State University, UW Bothell, and was the keynote speaker for the Canadian Studies Center at the annual Jackson School lecture series, Hot Spots in Your World. The Center is extremely grateful to Michael for his marked contributions to Canadian Studies.

Jack Thompson, Senior Lecturer/Faculty Northwest Center for Public Health Practice, Health Services, has been on the faculty of the School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine since November of 1994. Jack has also served as an Affiliated Faculty of the Canadian Studies Center, Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies since 2005. He is the Principal Investigator for the Northwest Center for Public Health Preparedness Program, supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. He is also Co-Principal Investigator for the Public Health Training Center supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration. 

Jack was one of the founding members of the now annual Cross-Border Public Health Symposium that was first held in 2005 as a collaborative project with University of British Columbia’s School of Population and Public Health and now Simon Fraser University. This last Winter Quarter 75 researchers and graduate students met in La Conner to share best-practices and to facilitate enhanced collaborative research opportunities across the border. 

Jack’s research interests include public health organization and financing, workforce development, integration of health and health care services. 

