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Guidelines for Students Related to The Bridge Lab

The Bridge Lab is chaired and run by one or two students, who are selected from each student cohort by the Ph.D. Program Director. These Chairs are jointly responsible for scheduling all events and logistics. Their responsibilities include setting up the schedule for the student speakers, inviting and involving faculty as appropriate, liaising with the Ph.D. Program Committee and other JSIS faculty as appropriate, etc. 

The purpose of the Bridge Lab piece is to make your dissertation intelligible and interesting to a general audience in a compact way. This is best achieved by writing a short piece that makes you reflect on the real-world relevance of your dissertation topic. When you are done with the piece you may send it out to be considered for publication and/or put a revised version back in the dissertation itself to frame its significance. Please also note the following points to guide you:

1. Students are required to present at least one problem-focused piece of around 750 words drawn from their dissertation research in The Bridge Lab during Year 2. Students should craft this piece so that it generally communicates the importance of their dissertation work/ideas to other students and faculty in the Jackson School, as well as to external audiences. Students thus learn to use their knowledge in public ways for the sake of service to their communities. Through this active process of reflection and engagement, students also learn how to use their scholarship to develop a public policy persona. After the presentation students are encouraged to submit their piece to a news/journal service (online or print) that reaches a general public and/or policymaking audience (though publication itself is not a requirement).
2. Your Bridge Lab piece should be based on the questions or focus of your doctoral dissertation, and should use your subject and area knowledge expertise to convey your thoughts on an issue of relevance to a lay audience. 

3. Your Bridge Lab piece must be designed to answer a “so what?” or “who cares?” type of question related to your dissertation topic.  You have to engage, inform, and convince. In writing the piece, you have to persuade academics, practitioners, and others in the community about the importance of the issue you are addressing. Given the popular writing style the Bridge Lab seeks to develop, this piece should be considered separate from the dissertation itself, but still be useful in thinking about how to convey the importance of your broader dissertation to a diverse and non-specialist audience. 

4. Your Bridge Lab piece should take into account the following guidelines from Foreign Policy and The OP-ED Project, which should generally steer you no matter what outlet you may be aiming for. For your convenience, these are reproduced below and are also available online at http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/writers_guidelines, and at http://www.theopedproject.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=67&Itemid=79 respectively.
5. For the purposes of the actual presentation in The Bridge Lab, each student must electronically submit the following three items to both the Bridge Lab Chairs at least one week prior to the scheduled date of the session: 

a. Your written piece. This will be circulated to all Bridge Lab participants.

b. The names of all JSIS faculty or other UW faculty whom you would like to invite to your session. 

6. Students may be requested to be formal discussants on one of their colleague’s Bridge Lab written piece, and should aim to provide constructive and pointed feedback to improve its quality.

FOREIGN POLICY readers are well-informed, intelligent individuals with a wide range of interests. But they are not necessarily specialists in international affairs -- in fact, as many business people read FP as academics and practitioners combined. Our readers want to be provoked, surprised, and presented with memorable information and rigorous analysis. They don’t want long-winded arguments, insider jargon, narrow topics, or excessively technical writing.

The ideal FP article strikes a balance: It is a reference for debate among specialists, but it also engages and informs a general-interest reader. Sharp analytical thinking should complement reporting. Opinion pieces or essays should use original data, anecdotes, and wit to draw in readers.

We look forward to hearing your ideas!

Before you pitch us an idea, keep a few things in mind:

1. Read the magazine and the website. It’s the best way to get a sense of what we like, and the easiest way to avoid sending us something we’ve already covered.

2. Avoid the obvious. We receive dozens of pieces with titles such as “NATO at the Crossroads” and “The Future of Trans-Atlantic Relations.” We publish almost none of them.

3. Connect the dots. FP focuses on why what happens “there” matters “here” -- and vice versa. That’s why we rarely run articles on single countries. So unless your piece on Nagorno-Karabakh is going to be relevant or worth reading by someone in, say, Antananarivo, don’t bother sending it.

4. Don’t send us anything that refers to “our” interests “abroad.” Unless, that is, you’re the president, the secretary of state, or some other government official. FP has readers in more than 90 countries and seven foreign editions, so articles that assume a strictly American audience are probably not for us.

5. Steer clear of wonky, technical language. FP believes in making big ideas accessible to the widest possible audience.

6. Provide original research or reporting to support your ideas. And be prepared to document what you say. FP fact-checks everything we publish.

7. Pitch articles for specific departments. FP has a variety of different formats, almost all of which are open to outside contributors. See below for details.

8. Include your full mailing address, phone number, and e-mail address.

9. Don’t send us any article or proposal that begins with “Since the end of the Cold War...” or “In the wake of September 11...” Really. Please don’t.

The Op-Ed Project: Tips for Op-Ed Writing 

1. Own your expertise
Know what you are an expert in and why - but don’t limit yourself. Consider the metaphors that your experience and knowledge suggest.

2. Stay current
Follow the news – both general and specific to your areas of specialty. If you write about Haiti, read the Haitian press. If you write about pop culture, read the media that cover it. 

3. The perfect is the enemy of the good
In other words: write fast. You may have only a few hours to get your piece in before the moment is gone. But also…


4. Cultivate a flexible mind
Remember that a good idea may have more than one news hook, indeed if the idea is important enough it can have many. So keep an eye out for surprising connections and new news hooks – the opportunity may come around again.

5. Use plain language
Jargon serves a purpose, but it is rarely useful in public debate, and can obfuscate – sorry, I mean cloud – your argument. Speak to your reader in straight talk. 

6. Respect your reader
Never underestimate your reader’s intelligence, or overestimate her level of information. Recognize that your average reader is not an expert in your topic, and that the onus is on you to capture her attention – and make the argument compel.
