JSIS PhD Committee meeting
Dec. 7, 2017
2:30-4 PM

THO 403
1. Updates

· Office space: Sociology has open office spaces; we have requested these spaces for all of the JSIS students that need it.

· We started this year with 15 quarters of needed funding; now only 2 quarters of funding are needed
· No Sociology students attended Bridge Lab.

2. Old business
· Course committees are going well and identifying instructors for required courses.

· Will share results of student survey at the next faculty meeting.

3. New business

JSIS 594
· This class provides an occasion for our graduate students to be in the same place together. Introduction to JSIS for graduate students. 
· Gives students the opportunity to meet faculty when they lecture 
· Arranged around the field focus areas
· Main problem of the class is size: 30 students in class in autumn 2017
· Divided class into groups; tasked each group with presenting and leading discussion during one class period.
· It was difficult to keep everyone engaged due to class size.
· Thinks it is important to have the graduate students in a class together. 

· Opportunity to break silos between the programs
· The first JSIS 594 had 8 students, so the class worked well. It was a seminar style in THO 403.

· The second time the course was offered, the size was much bigger, 30-40 students. Saadia had a TA. It was more of a lecture format, which resulted in less interaction, more lecture.
· Learned from feedback: professionalization is important to students. They want the skills that scholars have such as writing book reviews or a review essay.
· Community building is the most important thing we can do.
· Interest in breaking down silos. Asked students for feedback.
· Syllabus:
Includes guide on how to write a book review.
Guide on how to write a review essay.
Required book round table about the assigned readings, which roughly corresponded to the field focus areas.

Professional round table led by PhD students.

· Autumn 2017 class went well, good model for future. 
· Four professors visited: Sunila Kale, Cabeiri Robinson, Liora Halpern, Jessica Beyer.
· Sara Curran heard a lot of good feedback about JSIS 594 in JSIS 501 from the students.
· The course is only 2 credits. (4 hours of homework per week.)
· Kept the workload light. 
· Credit/no-credit: opportunity to motivate the students to read and participate.
· Saadia will gather the reviews from autumn 2017 and will share with the committee.
· Students liked having the PhD students moderate and lead discussions.
· Next year Saadia will ask another faculty to sit in on class to evaluate.
· Students want more International Relations in the course.
· The purpose of the class is to frame the program and introduce students to the Jackson School.
· A third party may be invited to facilitate evaluations in future quarters. 
· Saadia suggests that we articulate the professionalization skills that we want students to take away from the class.
· Draw students into the discussion that have professional experience to share with the group. That is an advantage of having a larger group.
· What do instructors in other required courses know about the JSIS 594 content?
· Suggested that JSIS 594 is discussed in a faculty meeting, so that everyone has ownership of the class content. 
· Invite field seminar instructors to sit on a panel during the class. 
· Ask field seminar instructors suggest required readings for JSIS 594.
· Will ask for volunteers to serve on the JSIS 594 course committee in the next faculty meeting. Will increase instructor pool for the course.
· Interview skills are a good skill for students to learn in the course.
· Part of the professionalization for students is to attend events and meet the speakers. Networking is a critical skill. 
· Enrollment is very inefficient in the Jackson School. We should look at opportunities to create courses with larger enrollment in JSIS graduate courses.
· MA enrollment is declining. There is an opportunity for the PhD program to collaborate with the MA programs. 
· The current JSIS 594 class has very clear academic skills, and will likely prepare the MA students to be more successful in the field seminars.
· Most MA students are not interested in academic life, while PhD students are preparing for an academic career. 
· The theme of area studies is conceptual, themes like justice are more compelling to students. We may be losing students due to the conceptual themes.
· Do the JSIS 594 students get a sense that they will discuss contemporary issues during the course?
· There was a concern that the modules in the course were large to cover during the course. The text was chosen to connect to issues that are salient today.
· What are the skill sets that we can give to students in this course: book review, critique respectfully. 
· We need to take a look at where the MA programs are headed. We need to be seen as a program that teaches skills to graduate students. What is the recruitment story for JSIS graduate programs?
· There is an issue with mixing programs, such as PhD and MA. Opportunity to give PhD students a pedagogical role. 
· Emphasis on skills is becoming more and more important.
· Students like to read texts from the JSIS faculty and from other experts in the field.
· Bring in faculty other than field seminar instructors. 
· Offer a wine and cheese reception for the students to get to know the faculty.
· Moving forward, the course evaluations will be collected and shared with the committee and faculty.
· Suggested a program review, policy brief or blog instead of a book review. 
· Book review was chosen to apply to both PhD and MA students. 
· A task force type component was considered. 
· JSIS programs are academic and teach academic skills
· There is a lot of discussion around this class, and perhaps there should be more general discussion about the skills that are offered in other courses. 
