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EMPLOYMENT

University of Washington
2019 - present		James B. Palais Assistant Professor of Korean History
 	Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies
Department of History	

	
EDUCATION

Stanford University
2019 			Ph.D., History
Dissertation: “Protestantism, Ritual Change, and the Politics of Everyday 
Life in Colonial Korea, 1910-1945.”
Committee: Yumi Moon (Chair), Jun Uchida (Co-chair), Sean Hanretta, Kathryn Gin Lum, Dafna Zur

Elizabeth Spilman Rosenfield Prize for Outstanding Dissertation Writing
 
University of Michigan
2011 			B.A., History (Highest honors) and Political Science. 

			Arthur Fondiler History Award for Best Undergraduate Thesis 

PUBLICATIONS

In progress		Rites of One’s Own: Christianity, Rituals, and the Problem of Religious 
Difference in Modern Korea, 1884-1945
October 2020 		“Protestant Rituals and the Problem of Religious Difference in Colonial 
 			Korea,” Journal of Korean Studies, vol. 25, no. 2. 


HONORS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS

2024			Simpson Center Themed Summer Fellowship: Religious Cultures/ Sacred 
Practices/ Spiritual Teachings
2023			(Nomination), Marsha L. Landolt Distinguished Graduate Mentor Award, 
University of Washington
2021-22		Simpson Center Society of Scholars, University of Washington
2020			Royalty Research Fund Scholar Award, University of Washington
2020			Elizabeth Spilman Rosenfield Prize for Outstanding Dissertation Writing, 
Stanford University Department of History	
2020			Association for Asian Studies NEAC Korea Research Travel Grant
2020 			Keller Grant, University of Washington     		
2019 			History Department Commencement Student Speaker, Stanford University 
2018-19		Mellon Foundation Dissertation Fellowship, Stanford University	
2018 			Center for East Asian Studies Summer Grant, Stanford University    
2017 	 		AAS NEAC Korean Studies North America Research Travel Grant     
2017			Graduate Research Opportunities Grant, Stanford University      
2017			Korea Foundation Fellowship for Field Research     
2016-17 		Academy of Korean Studies Pre-Doctoral Fellowship        
2015-16		Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship                     
2013			Sejong Prize for Writing in Korean Studies, Stanford University        
2013			Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship     
2011-12		Fulbright-IIE Research Grant, South Korea       
2011		            Arthur Fondiler History Award for Best Undergraduate Thesis, University 
of Michigan         


SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS

2024			“Christianity, Rituals, and the Problem of Religious Difference in Colonial 
Korea,” Korea Institute Colloquium, Harvard University.

“‘An Age of Chaos’: Christianity, Rituals, and the Problem of Religious 
Difference in Colonial Korea,” Center for East Asian Studies, Stanford 
University.

2023	Problem Kin: Ritual Reform and Wartime Mobilization in Colonial Korea, Global Asian Studies Program, Northeastern University.

“‘The Most Perplexing Problem’: Protestants and the Shinto Shrine Controversy in Colonial Korea,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting.

2022	“‘Revering Gods and Honoring Ancestors’: Religion and Wartime Mobilization in Colonial Korea,” Institute for Korean Studies Colloquium, Indiana University.  

“‘Empty Formalities and Senseless Vanity’: Thrift, Ritual Reforms, and the Making of Imperial Farmers,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting.

2020			“‘Outward Signs of Inward Grace’: The Making of Korean Protestant 
Rites,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting (Cancelled).

			“Mobilizing Rites: Colonial Reforms and the 1934 Guidelines on Ritual 
Practice,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting (Cancelled).

2018 			“Rites are Dead, Long Live Rites: Protestant Rituals and the Problem of 
Religious Difference in Colonial Korea,” Journal of Korean Studies 
Workshop, Columbia University.

2017 			“‘New Weddings’ and the Politics of Ritual Change in Colonial Korea,” 
Academy of Korean Studies Colloquium. 

2014	“Whose Rites? ‘New Weddings’ and the Problem of Christianity,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting. 
WORKSHOPS

2023			University of Michigan Korean Studies Manuscript Workshop for Junior 
Faculty
2018			Korea Foundation History Workshop for Doctoral Students
2016			Social Science Research Council Korean Studies Dissertation Workshop 
2014			Kyujanggak Korean Studies Summer Hanmun Workshop, Seoul National 
University


COURSES TAUGHT

History of Modern Korea
History of Korean Civilization
Christianity in East Asia
History of the Japanese Empire
Graduate Independent Study (Modern Korean History, Pre-modern Korean History)


DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

2023 - 2024		Undergraduate Studies Committee, History Department
2023 - 2024		Strategic Planning Steering Committee, JSIS
2020 - Present		Korea Studies MA Admissions Committee, JSIS 
2019 - 2023	 	Diversity Committee, History Department	
2021 - 2023		Curriculum Committee, JSIS
2022			East Asia Center FLAS Selection Committee, JSIS 
2020-21		Chair’s Advisory Committee, History Department 
2019-21		Faculty Council, JSIS 
2019-20		PhD Admissions Committee, JSIS 



PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Manuscript reviewer, Politics & Religion
Proposal reviewer, Cambridge University Press
Manuscript reviewer, Journal of Korean Religions

STUDENT ADVISING

Brian Park, PhD student, History (Co-chair, PhD committee)
Intaek Hong, PhD candidate, History (Co-chair, PhD committee)
Alvin Bui, PhD candidate, History (Member, General exam committee)
Eva Chaire, Korea Studies MA (Member, MA thesis committee)
Lacey Fry, Japan Studies MA (Member, MA thesis committee)
Caitlin Sherman, Korea Studies MA (Chair, MA thesis committee)
Ian Oates, Korea Studies MA (Member, MA thesis committee)
Noah Placzek, Undergraduate Honors Thesis, History (Co-advisor)
Sariah Burdett, Undergraduate Honors Thesis, History (Co-advisor)

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Historical Association  
Association for Asian Studies
American Academy of Religion
LANGUAGES

Korean (Fluent), Japanese (Advanced), French (Advanced reading), and Mandarin Chinese (Third-year college-level instruction)
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