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5-day Seattle-area forecast

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE: www.wrh.noaa.gov/Seattle

Interactive radar: View the weather where you live
seattletimes.com/weather

Blog: Keep track of news about Northwest weather
seattletimes.com/weatherbeat

Air-quality index

For burn ban information: www.pscleanair.org

Jet Stream

Stationary

Warm
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Seattle almanac

Precipitation

Unless noted, statistics for yesterday through
6 p.m. Readings taken at Sea-Tac airport.
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The Seattle Times information for the almanac, maps, Northwest temperatures and forecasts, national and international forecasts, marine forecast
and tides comes from WSI, a national forecasting service.
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ALASKA

86/55
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Puget Sound: Showers in the morning; then showers and a chance of thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs in the mid-50s to lower 60s. Tonight:
Showers likely. Lows near 50.

Coast: Showers in the morning; then showers and a chance of thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs near 60. Tonight: Cloudy with a chance of
showers. Lows near 50.

Mountains: Cloudy. Scattered rain showers in the morning. Widespread high mountain snow showers and scattered thunderstorms through the
day. Numerous rain showers in the afternoon. High mountain snow accumulation up to 2 inches. Snow level 6,000 feet. Tonight: Cloudy.
Eastern Washington: Mostly cloudy. A chance of thunderstorms through the day. Scattered rain showers in the afternoon. Highs in the mid-60s to
lower 70s. Breezy. Chance of precipitation 50 percent. Rainfall amounts less than a tenth of an inch. Tonight: Mostly cloudy. Breezy.

Yesterday 68 50
Last year, May 27 62 52
Average, May 27 67 49
Record on May 27 89 in 2005 37 in 1966

SSW 10 mphToday's forecast...............

4:24 a 10.8 ft. 11:30 a -1.7 ft.
6:49 p 11.5 ft. 11:59 p 6.2 ft.
5:01 a 10.5 ft.
7:30 p 11.6 ft. 12:06 p -1.7 ft.

3:36 a 7.9 ft. 10:27 a -1.5 ft.
6:29 p 8.4 ft. 11:02 p 5.8 ft.
4:07 a 7.6 ft. 11:02 a -1.6 ft.
7:11 p 8.5 ft. 11:53 p 5.9 ft.
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WASHINGTON

OREGON
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Bellevue 61 50 t
Bellingham 58 49 sh
Bremerton 60 48 t
Colville 64 44 t
Ellensburg 61 46 t
Ephrata 68 47 t
Everett 58 50 t
Forks 58 49 sh
Friday Harbor 60 49 sh
Hoquiam 58 51 t
Longview 61 49 t
Oak Harbor 54 47 sh
Olympia 61 48 t
Port Angeles 54 45 sh
Pullman 61 39 t
Seattle 60 50 t
Shelton 60 49 t
Spokane 64 42 t
Stampede Pass 49 41 t
Tacoma 60 49 t
Tri-Cities 70 49 t
Walla Walla 66 47 t
Wenatchee 67 48 t
Yakima 66 44 t

Astoria 56 49 t
Bend 58 34 t
Eugene 64 49 t
Medford 68 44 pc
Portland 64 54 t

Boise 69 42 pc
Sun Valley 67 32 pc

Albuquerque 89 61 pc
Atlanta 85 67 t
Atlantic City 71 52 sh
Austin 85 68 pc
Baltimore 82 58 t
Billings 88 57 pc
Birmingham, AL 84 65 t
Bismarck 88 64 pc
Boston 52 47 sh
Buffalo 70 50 pc
Burlington, VT 63 46 sh
Casper 90 56 pc
Charleston, SC 89 69 t
Charleston, WV 84 64 t
Charlotte 88 65 t
Chicago 65 54 pc
Cincinnati 83 64 t
Cleveland 74 56 t
Columbus, OH 83 59 t
Concord, NH 55 41 sh
Coos Bay 58 45 t
Dallas 84 69 s
Denver 86 55 pc
Des Moines 82 63 t
Detroit 78 58 pc
Duluth 74 49 pc
El Paso 96 74 pc
Fargo 86 61 pc
Flagstaff 82 47 pc
Fresno 91 60 s
Grand Rapids 77 49 pc
Great Falls 76 46 t
Green Bay 72 48 pc
Guam 89 78 pc
Hartford 59 46 sh
Helena 78 44 t
Honolulu 88 74 sh
Houston 84 70 t
Indianapolis 81 64 t
Jackson, MS 81 67 t
Jacksonville 86 71 t
Kansas City 84 64 t
Klamath Falls 58 36 pc
Las Vegas 101 81 pc

Little Rock 82 67 t
Los Angeles 76 60 c
Louisville 86 68 t
Memphis 84 69 t
Miami 88 76 pc
Milwaukee 65 50 pc
Minneapolis 82 58 pc
Missoula 69 39 t
Nashville 86 67 t
New Orleans 82 73 t
New York 67 52 sh
Norfolk 89 66 t
Oklahoma City 84 65 pc
Omaha 85 63 pc
Orlando 92 72 t
Palm Springs 101 73 pc
Philadelphia 75 53 t
Phoenix 106 80 pc
Pittsburgh 77 59 t
Portland, ME 53 43 sh
Providence 57 47 sh
Raleigh 91 66 t
Rapid City 91 63 pc
Reno 76 44 s
Richmond 90 61 t
Sacramento 83 55 pc
Salt Lake City 90 62 pc
San Antonio 88 70 pc
San Diego 67 61 pc
San Francisco 65 52 s
San Juan 87 76 t
Santa Fe 87 52 pc
Sioux Falls 85 59 pc
St. Louis 85 66 t
St. Ste. Marie, MI68 46 pc
Syracuse 69 49 sh
Tampa 89 73 t
Topeka 86 65 t
Tucson 104 72 pc
Tulsa 82 64 t
Wash., DC 84 62 t
Wichita 87 64 pc
Wilmington DE 78 54 t
Yuma 104 79 pc

Amsterdam 66 55 r
Athens 80 66 s
Auckland 55 41 s
Baghdad 105 78 pc
Bahrain 102 89 c
Bangkok 96 84 t
Beijing 87 62 s
Belgrade 78 59 t
Berlin 75 51 t
Bermuda 75 69 pc
Bogota 66 51 t
Budapest 78 55 t
Buenos Aires 62 50 pc
Cairo 104 68 s
Calgary 66 46 r
Cancun 87 77 c
Caracas 80 69 r
Copenhagen 66 46 pc
Dublin 60 44 s
Edmonton 62 41 pc
Frankfurt 66 53 r
Geneva 62 46 r
Havana 87 71 t
Helsinki 62 41 pc
Hong Kong 89 80 t
Islamabad 96 73 s
Istanbul 80 66 pc
Jerusalem 91 77 s
Johannesburg 73 50 s
Kabul 84 57 s
Lima 73 66 pc
Lisbon 66 55 pc
London 62 50 pc

Madrid 75 55 s
Manila 96 80 t
Mazatlan 91 71 c
Mexico City 75 59 t
Montreal 62 51 r
Moscow 78 57 t
Nairobi 78 60 t
New Delhi 107 80 s
Nice 68 57 r
Oslo 64 28 pc
Ottawa 71 51 t
Paris 62 51 r
Puerto Vallarta 89 77 r
Reykjavik 51 46 pc
Rio de Janeiro 80 66 r
Riyadh 107 84 c
Rome 71 51 pc
Santiago 78 41 s
Sao Paulo 66 57 pc
Seoul 86 57 s
Singapore 93 75 t
St. Petersbrg 55 42 r
Stockholm 55 39 pc
Sydney 75 53 s
Taipei 80 77 pc
Tehran 89 64 s
Tokyo 78 64 pc
Toronto 71 57 t
Vancouver, B.C. 64 50 r
Victoria, B.C. 62 48 r
Vienna 73 55 t
Warsaw 80 60 pc
Winnipeg 80 55 pc

5:18 a.m. 8:55 p.m.
5:17 a.m. 8:56 p.m.

5:34 a.m. 8:54 p.m.
6:19 a.m. 9:46 p.m.

May 28 Jun. 5 Jun. 13 Jun. 19

High: Death Valley, Calif. 117 Low: Yellowstone, Wyo. 29

Weather

24-hour total
24-hour total last year on May 27 0.38"
This month to 6 p.m. May 27 3.15"
Average for May through this date 1.68"
This year to 6 p.m. May 27 26.58"
Last year total through May 27 16.51"
Average year through May 27 17.18"

0"

South wind 5 to 15
kt. Wind waves 3
ft. or less.

Southwest wind 10
to 20 kt. Wind
waves 1 to 3 ft.

Air-quality index
Today’s main offender

Good
Moderate
Unhealthy

Very unhealthy

For burn ban information:www.pscleanair.org
Seattle BellevueTacomaEverett

Ozone Carbon
monoxide

Particulate
matter

Pollen report

No predominant pollens.
For more information: www.pollen.com

Today Tomorrow

Low Moderate High

Grass, walnut, oak

Chance of
thunderstorms.

Showers. Partly sunny. Mostly sunny. Partly sunny.
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The Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies and Newspapers In Education present

To register for NIE, visit us at seattletimes.com/nie
or call 206.652.6290.

Exploring Asia:
Asian Cities — Growth and Change

EXTREME ARCHITECTURE,
PUBLIC SPACE AND
WEALTH IN CENTRAL
ASIA’S CAPITAL CITIES
By Dr. Nathaniel Trumbull
Department of Geography, University of Connecticut

Editor’s note: This article is the fifth of five featuring pieces
by Dr. Anand Yang, Dr. Anu Taranth, Dr. H. Hazel Hahn
and Dr. Kam Wing Chan

The cityscapes of Central Asia’s two wealthiest
capital cities are largely unknown in the West. Both
Ashgabat and Astana; the capitals of Turkmenistan
and Kazakhstan, respectively; lie far afield from the
international tourist circuit. New revenue streams
from oil and gas—now exported directly to Western
Europe and China—have dramatically transformed
Ashgabat and given birth to Astana.

The public spaces of these two cities have become
the playgrounds of their leaders. With the
assistance of some of the world’s star architects,
these capitals now arguably contain some of the
world’s most lurid architecture. Residents and
visitors alike can only gaze in amazement.

Ashgabat’s new buildings and monuments are
testaments to the supreme power of the Turkmen
leader Saparmurat Niyazov, who died in 2007.
There are many such symbols of power and
self-aggrandizing demonstrations of authority.
The Turkmenistan Broadcasting Center tower,
completed in 2011 for the 20th anniversary of
Turkmenistan’s independence and visible from
everywhere in the capital, has the largest star-
shaped architectural feature in the world (verified
in the Guinness World Record,) a representation of
the Oguz Khan star, the national emblem.

Turkmenistan’s current leader, President Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedow, has softened some of the

features of the previous leader’s personality
cult. For instance, he has allowed the
opening of public Internet cafes. But
Turkmenistan still tops world rankings in
human rights violations.

Astana, which rises up from the open
steppes that surround it, became the
Kazakh capital in 1997, transforming it
from a steppe village into a metropolis
of nearly a million residents. President
Nursultan Nazarbayev’s decision to move
his country’s capital from Almaty, largely
for geopolitical reasons, has resulted in a
massive influx of peasants to the new city.
However, the upstart city of Astana has had
trouble attracting cultural activity from the
previous capital of Almaty.

Examples of Astana’s new architecture, such
as the Norman Foster-designed Khan Shatyr
shopping mall, project the wealth, power and
eclectic taste of Nazarbayev’s new Kazakhstan.
Foster is also the architect of the city’s Palace
of Peace and Reconciliation.

Are the public spaces of both Ashgabat and
Astana becoming Disneyland versions of Central
Asian cities? It is peculiar that both cities’ public
spaces, even those most expensively designed and
constructed, are largely empty during the day and
evening. Residents appear to shun visiting some
of the most central public spaces. Those Western
tourists who have visited these cities remark on
how few people frequent the outdoor public
spaces. The public spaces are clearly aimed more
at glorifying national leadership than creating
the “Happiest Place on Earth.”

Only during nationally orchestrated public events
do crowds gather in these public spaces. Even then,
the crowds are reported to consist largely of invited

populations, either those newly arrived from the
countryside or those brought in for a day to the
city and organized in groups by the town of
their origin.

Where are the wealthy urbanites? They leave
these outdoor public spaces to residents newly
arrived from the countryside and converge instead
on the growing number of inside malls. Indeed,
consumerism appears to be leaving its mark on the
indoor malls of Astana in particular, whose wealthy
population has adopted Western tastes.

Personality cults, monuments to legitimize state
authority and large-scale public events were all
standard features of the Soviet regime. The freshly
garish public spaces of Ashgabat and Astana appear
to be variations on this theme. At the same time,
other new manifestations of urban life, including
those of conspicuous consumption in indoor malls,
provide a stunning representation of the desires
of the individual consumer. Of course, only a
privileged few can take full advantage of this form
of public space in either of these “showcase” post-
Socialist cities.

The Arch of Neutrality in the city of Ashgabat was a 75-meter rocket-shaped tower
topped with a gold statue of Niyazov, which rotated throughout the day so that his
face is always basking in the sun. It was demolished in November and December, 2013.
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