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“TEACHING ABOUT THE EUROPEAN UNION IN RURAL SCHOOLS”
or
“OPENING OUR GRANDPARENTS’ MEMORY BOX”

Introduction:

	As we prepare our students to become citizens of an interconnected and interdependent global society, we should educate them to develop social skills that embrace tolerance, cooperation, a sense of responsibility, and appreciation of our common humanity. However, not enough is being done in rural schools to expose students to those key elements of global competence. Most of our rural students, low-income and minority groups in particular, lag behind their peers in urban areas and abroad in their knowledge of world geography, world religions, foreign languages, and cultures. 


Unit Plan:

	The unit, “Opening Our Grandparents’ Memory Box” will promote geographic knowledge through education by engaging students in a series of hands-on and field experiences in history, geography and in a community project that encourages awareness and participation to learn, share, respect, and value cultural diversity in our rural community, our country, and the world.
	By learning the history of European nations, we bring the world to our community. Our middle school and high school freshmen interview community members that were European immigrants – or descendants of European immigrants - to learn about and understand their goals, dreams, and struggles as they left their homeland to come to the United States, and the impact of European immigrants throughout the history of our town, county, state, and nation. Students take immigrants back to their roots to fill memory boxes with maps, flags, folktales, music, recipes, and important historical and geographical facts about their countries. Then, students work on research to prepare visual and oral presentations to share their new knowledge of the world and its many cultures with their classmates and community at large.
	Students will take a step further to introduce the audience to the European Union through PowerPoint or Prezi presentations.

Goals:

1. To promote interest in Europe and the European Union among rural K-12 students.
2. To learn about Europe’s common history and development.
3. To engage rural K-12 students, teachers, and community members in a project based on the European Union that emphasizes global competence.



Activities for Middle School Students:

1. Social Studies students in grades 6-8 form groups of 4 and choose one of the twenty-eight nations that conform the European Union.
2. Groups start to research the answers to a list of general questions about “their” nation. Each student uses a different source of information to answer the questions.
3. Students come together to compare, discuss, and write complete answers to each question from the list.
4. Students interview community members that came to the area as European immigrants to learn about their stories.
5. Students develop a visual document to accompany their presentation to peers, teachers and community.

Activities for High School Students:

1. World History freshmen will form groups of 4 or 5 students and select one topic to learn about:
a  History of the European Union from its beginnings
b  Why the European Union?
c  How does the EU work?
d  The European Commission
e  The European Parliament
f  The European Council
g  The Court of Justice
h  The EU: Accomplishments and Problems
i  Organization of the European Union
j  The EU Market and the Euro
k  The European Union on the world stage
l  The Future of the European Union

2. Students check the list of online and printed resources to educate themselves about their chosen topic.
3. Students prepare a brief 5-10-minute presentation on what they learned about their chosen topic.
4. Students discuss the most important facts or issues about their topic to summarize it into one or two slides that will be included in the visual presentation (PowerPoint or Prezi) that will introduce the European Union to their classmates, teachers, and community.
	



















COUNTRY RESEARCH: General Questions

a Where is your country located?
b What is the capital city of your country?
c What type of government does your country have?
d What do the colors of your country’s flag symbolize?
e What does your country’s coat of arms represent?
f What is the economy of your country based on? (Imports and Exports)
g What are some of the tourist attractions your country has?
h What are some famous people from your country?
i When did your country join the EU?


























Recommended Activities by Grade Level


K-1:	Map Coloring
	Location and Coloring of countries on a map
	Flag Coloring
	Country Recognition by Flag
	
2-3:	Basic Reading Comprehension
	
	Country and its Capital 

4-5:	Reading Comprehension of Informational texts
	Questions and Answers for Reading Comprehension
	Important Facts about a Country

6-8: 	Guided research about a specific country
	Teamwork to develop research topic
	Socratic seminars to discuss and understand specific topics
	Development of visual presentations (PowerPoint/Prezi)
	

  9:	Online and Library research on the European Union
	Timeline to list main events that led to the Union
	Socratic seminars to discuss and understand specific topics
	Development of visual presentations (PowerPoint/Prezi)
	
	
	








Objects to Include in Memory Box


1. Flags
2. Maps
3. Music
4. Recipes
5. Pictures/postcards
6. Brochures
7. Literature (folktales, poems, novels, etc.)
8. Realia (real objects from the country)
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Online Resources and Links

1. The European Parliament: www.europarl.org.uk
2. The European Commission: www.cec.org.uk
3. European Youth Parliament: www.eypuk.org
4. Active Citizens FE European Union Teaching Resources
www.activecitizensfe.org.uk/european-union-teaching-resources.html.
5. The World Factbook. Central Intelligence Agency.
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
6.  Europa Teachers’ Corner.
     http://europa.eu/teachers-corner/home_en
7. Europa Kids’ Corner.  
http://europa.eu/kids-corner/index_en.htm
8. The European Council. www.consilium.europa.eu
9. The European Union Flags Flashcards
https://teachers.theguardian.com/system/files/assets/770/14581/EuropeanUnionFlagFlashcards.pdf



Nota Bene: All of the online materials posted by the European Union are offered in several languages.
This unit serves as an introduction to the European Union and its   members and it can be adapted to the needs of teachers and students. Any suggestions and/or recommendations should be sent to Mario Godoy-Gonzalez (mgodoy@royalsd.org) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am more than willing to collaborate with educators willing to introduce this unit to their students.
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