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How to think about QAM in light of increasing
quantification?

Drive for quantification and causal identification has accelerated the
hunt for big data, historical and contemporary.
Articles in PLSC, SOC & Econ in Jstor with keywords ’natural
experiment’ ’data’ and ’archive’ increased from 227 in 1990-1999 to
464 in 2000-09 to 981 in 2010-19.
In Google Scholar cites with keywords ’natural experiment,’ ’data,’
’archive’ and ’political science’ increased from 10,600 in 1980-1989 to
18,100 in 1990-99, 24,700 in 2000-09 and 20,100 in 2010-19.
South Asia a particular focus: e.g. in Economics Dave Donaldson’s
(2017) paper on "Railroads of the Raj" AER; Banerjee and Iyer’s,
(2005) paper on Land tenure.
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What’s the role of QAM in this?
Yale QAM field

1 Fieldwork Course
2 Archival Methods Course
3 Mixed-Methods

Course/Philosophy of
Science Course
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We need to be clear and confident about what fieldwork
and qualitative methods give us that no other methods
provide

Historical and contemporary data don’t exist on many key issues,
often on purpose. When Leopold had to hand back the Congo to
Belgium in 1908, a military aide at the palace wondered why the
radiators were hot, and asked the janitor: “...he replied, “Sorry, but
they’re burning the state archives.” The furnaces burned for eight
days, turning most of the Congo state records to ask and smoke in
the sky over Brussels. “I will give them my Congo,” Leopold told
Stinglhamber, “but they have no right to know what I did
there.”(Hochschild, 1998)
Unmatched insights of deep ethnographic, interview and historical
work

But I want to make three arguments on why qualitative methods are also
absolutely vital for good quantitative methods
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1. QAM are crucial to understanding whether big data are
good data

South Asian Crime
Data (CII, 2019)
Number of communal
riots in a state
(Wilkinson, 2004)
Infrastructure data
(National Statistics vs
CAG)
Number of Covid-19
deaths in India: 307k?
600k? 1.6 million? 6
Million? (NYT,
5/26/21)
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2. Using QAM to understand what’s ’wrong’ with the
numbers generates new questions, new ideas for better
data, and new theories
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3. QAM are essential to testing the core assumptions
being made by our statistical models

Many statistical models assume that some as random process is at work,
which allows us to assess the affect of some treatment of interest on
similar territories or units, or that selection into treatment was
independent or the characteristics of a unit.
We need QAM to see if these assumptions are correct.

Was selection to one kind of land tenure or other in 19th century
India really independent of characteristics of a district? (Banerjee and
Iyer, 2005: 1205).
Was princely state selection into British rule really as random? (Iyer
2010)
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A few examples from Jha and Wilkinson’s work on War
and Political Change (2012-)

We try to explain veterans’ role in ethnic cleansing in the partition of India

Margaret Bourke-White, 1947

Several Issues:
How good are the data
on deaths?
No systematic data on
soldiers’ military
experience in WW2
and their home
districts
Was this military
experience ’as random’
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Data on Deaths and Partition Violence

1947-50 counts and Bharadwaj, Khwaja, & Mian (2008)
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Data on Soldier’s Military Experience in WW2
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How can we match a unit’s military experience to districts?
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We can then use our measure of district combat experience
to see if it predicts degree of ethnic cleansing in each
district

Combat Mths (Deciles)
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Jha and Wilkinson (2012) and Bharadwaj, Khwaja, & Mian (2008)
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QAM is vital to checking key assumptions of this
quantitative work

Was deployment of soldiers really ’as random’ required trips to NAI,
BL, and other archives, e.g. Slim Papers, 2/2, 6/6, Churchill
Archives, Cambridge
Do archive, press and secondary sources confirm soldiers were
involved and using military organization and skills?
Jullundur Aug. 24. The [Punjab] mail-train had been diverted
south from Ludhiana, and east of Ferozepur it was halted by ob-
structions on the line. All the Sikh passengers had been tipped
off at a previous station and had left the train. After being halted
the train was surrounded by armed Sikhs. The major noticed that
they had advanced and retired in military formation, with a Sikh
in blue commanding each section of about 12 men. They were
driven off by shots fired by the British passengers and a few others
who had arms, and by the train’s armed escort, which consisted
of two Muslim sepoys, two Hindus and one Sikh. The Times, 25
Aug 1947
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