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How do you 
analyze data?
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Sample
• Semi-Structured Interviews, Summer 

2015

• University students in Beijing

• 18 interviews

• Between 20-45 minutes long

• Ages 19-33



Migrant Communication
RQ1: Do the friends and family of migrants 

living abroad engage in ambient information-

seeking behaviors?

RQ2: What is the impact of online ambient co-

presence on the relationship between a 

migrant and the friend or family member living 

in the country of origin?
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My Analysis
Process

1. Pull from the Literature

2. “First Cycle” Coding

3. “Chunking” Data

4. Jotting 
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Assigning Symbolic
Meaning



Jotting: Analytic
sticky notes



Emerging Codes



My Interpretation
Process

1. Pattern Coding 

“Second Wave” Coding

2. Theme Matrix

3. Discussions with People



Pattern Coding



Theme Matrix
RQ1: Engagement in Ambient 

Behavior

RQ 2: Impact of Ambient 

Behavior on Relationship

P001 I think that’s simple communication, that’s all. Pictures are very important…because I’m
the kind of person who don’t want to send
many pictures to a platform that everyone
can see. I want to send the pictures of
myself to the friends that I know.

Our communication is life communication.

P002 Because you can hear his voice and think that
he’s not that far away from you.

We have a function, a friend circle. You can really
download or upload pictures of your life. A new
friend, an new campus, like that. Sometimes short
videos.

Sometimes I’ll make comments on it and
sometimes I’ll just look at it. It’s just a good way to
keep contact with him.

For example, he just clean his mobile
phone and saw my message and just talk
back. But, for example, he is busy with
something and then he just responds to me
a few times later.

Just very few communications. Yea, really.
Don’t have enough time. If something,
sometime just the pictures in her friend
circle. We seldom talk.



Does this make 
sense?
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What I Wish I did…
• In-process writing

• Observe comments

• Cloud data

• Pre-Understanding of the Network Function

• Embraced mistakes 



Helpful Resources
Qualitative Text Analysis: A Guide to Methods, 

Practice & Using Software – Kuckartz

Val’s Office Hours

Making Mistakes


