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As the Soviet state was going through the process of de-Stalinization at home and trying to implement the same policies abroad in its satellite countries, it brought the public in close contact with a rich body of satire, both contemporary and classic. The impact of this campaign on the North Korean society at large was profound as much as it
was unexpected in its outcome. A call for an all-out satirical offensive was not too enthusiastically embraced by professional writers, but found a welcome audience with ordinary people who were also invited to participate in the nationwide process of satirizing their fellows. The working masses took to the new fad of self-made satire, finding in it the
justification for their own tricks and pranks, much to the chagrin of cultural officials, as their productions quickly began
to take them outside the boundaries set by the new policy. As a result, we see an explosion of street play during this
period, with the street itself emerging as a site of play in the absence of a well-developed infrastructure of leisure and
entertainment. This paper describes the genesis of the North Korean jester, first, as an object of official representation
and, later, as an object of self-representation and the main protagonist of everyday shows of comic disobedience, which
lay at the foundation of an emerging pervasive culture of antidiscipline.
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