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SUBJECT
- {C) CAMPESINO KILLINGS IN SONSONATE DEPARTMENT

1. C--ENTIRE TEXT. '

2. SUMMARY ON FEBRUARY 26 THE LABOR OFFICER VISITED

SONSONATE WHERE THE NATIONAL INDIAN ASSOCTIATION (ANIS),

AN ETHNIC INDIAN FOUNDATION OF AGRARLAN CCOPERATIIVES,

INFORMED  HIM QF RECENT 'KILLINGS OF THEIR MEMBERS.

THE ANIS LEADERSHIP SAID THAT 17 CAMPESINOS HAVE BEEN

MURDERED- O ONE OF THEIR MEMBER CODPERATIVES. MORE BODIES

ARE. BEING FOUND WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME. END SUMMARY,

3. ! B6

TOLD LABOFF THAT ON FEBRUARY 2Z MEMBERS OF THE ARMED ' ' B7(D)

PORCES,. SPECIFICALLY THE ARMY, KILLED 17 CAMPESINGS

ON THE LAS. HOJAS COOPERATIVE IN SONSONATE DEPARTMENT.

THE FOLLOWING IS ‘AN ACCOUNT OF EVENTS AS RELATED BY
| I
I

TWC HUNDRED SOLDIERS ©R MORE BEADED BY CAPTATN

FIGUERCA MORALES ENTERED THE LAS HOJAS COQOPERATIVES -
(FEBRUARY 22). THEY DETAINED AND BEAT UP SEVEN
COCOPERATIVE MEMBERS WHOM THEY TIED UP AND TOCK WITH THEM.
LATER ‘THAT MORNING AFTER FOLLOWING LOCAL LERDS TQ A
PCINT CONE AND B HALF KILOMETERS FROM THE. LAS HOJAS

COOPERATIVE,|  |MEN FOUND 14 CORPSES WITH
THEIR HANDS TIED BEHIND THEIR BACKS, ALL DEAD OF BULLET
WOUNDS TQ THE HEAD. | | COMPANIONS RECOG-

NIZED SEVEN OF THE DEAD AS CO-OF MEMBERS. ALL MALES AND
RANGING IN AGE FRCM 19 TO 80. THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
FROM SAN ANTONIO DEL MONTE REGISTERED THEIR DEATHS AND
ORDERED THE REMOVAL OF° TEER BODIES FROM THE SCENE.

5, | | SONSONATE DEPARTMENTAL COM-
MANDER COL. ELMER GONZALEZ SAID THAT HE KNEW OF A
MILITARY OPERATION IN THE AREA IN WHICH 17 PEOPLE WERE.
KILLED. GONZALEZ SAID THAT THE OPERATION TOOK PLACE
BECAUSE FOUR CAMPESINOS .SURNAMEL MEJIA WERE REPORTED TO
.HAVE FIRE ARMS IN THEIR POSSESSION. - {COMMENT
SAID NG ONE NAMED MEJIA WAS FOUND AMONG THE DEAD.Y T
| REPORTS THAT GONZALEZ ACCUSED ANIS OF
HARBORING GUERRILLA INFILTRATORS AND TOLD| |
: THAT THERE WERE- PEOPLE WHO WANTED TO SEE RIM,

[ pEap.
6. ON EEBRUARY 23 | 7T e one e
FOR TWO HOURS WITH DEFENSE MINISTER JOSE GUILLERMO
con TR
205 ' MYTI018 7:00 AM
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GARCIA AND MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY FRANGISCQ JOSE.
GUERRERQ. PRESIDENT MAGANA ALSO MET BRIEFLY WITH THEM

DURING THIS MEETING. THEY RECETVED .8 PE'I'I'I'ION FRCM
ANTIS DEMANDING AN INVESTIGATION OF THE MURDERS, ACCORD-

e {THE DEFENSE MINISTER PROMISED THAT JUSTICE
WOULD BE DONE. THE ANLS DELEGATION LEFT THE MEETING
WITH GUARDED OPTIMISM. THEY BRE NOW AWAITING ACTION

FROM THE. GOVERNMENT-.

T | THAT THE PARTIES REPONSIBLE FOR THE

KILLINGS ARE A POWERFUL GROUP TRYING TO STEAL THE LAND

OF THE INDIAN COOPERATIVES IN THE AREA. THEY ARE NOW

2EROING IN ON THE ANIS COOPERATIVE IN SONSONATE

DEPARTMENT. THE LAS ROJAS COOPERATIVE WAS LEGALLY

ESTABLISHED IN 1978 AND THE DEAD CAMPESINOS WERE

MEMBERS OF 'THAT COOPERATIVE. LAS HOJAS, THEREFORE, CANME

INTO BEING BEFORE AGRARIAN REFORM TQOK PLACE IN EL

SALVADOR. I ETHAT TWO LOCAL LANDOWNERS

ARE TRYING TO ILLEGALLY OBTAIN A THOROUGHFARE FOR THEIR BG
CATTLE ON THE CQOPERATIVE LANDS. THESE LANDOWNERS HAVE' -
CONTACTS IN THE: ARMED FORCES. B7(D) -
THEY ARE MARCIARL AND JOSE DOMINGOD CACERES AND MARIO

PEREZ, A EX-SOLDIER. [ ™ | THAT ALL BEAR

GRUDGES AGAINST ANIS. PEREZ REPORTEDLY IS A MEMBER OF

THE LOCAL CIVIL. DEFENSE ORGANIZATION.

8. | THAT ‘HIS LIFE IS IN DANGER. HE

ALLEGES THAT LOCAL ENEMTES OF ANIS ACCUSE THE ASSOCIATION

OF BEING. INFILTRATED BY GUERRILLAS IN ORDER TO PROVOKE
VIOLENT ACTS AGAINST THEM BY THE MILITARY. ANIS NOW

FEELS THAT ITS 1LEADERSHIP IS BEING TARGETED. |

o e | TOLD LABOFF THAT HE WAS

SET TUPON AND SHOT AI BY UNSEEN SNIPERS WHILE HE WAS

DELIVERING COFFINS FOR THE BURIAL OF- SEV EN DEAD

BT

ViR BEGINNING OF SFCTION 2 FEreaw

CAMPESINOS AT LAS HOJAS, HE CLAIMS THE ARMY HAS ACCUSED
HIM OF BEING A COMMUNIST AND EXPRESSED BITTER RESENTMENT
THAT US BCONOMIC AID I8 INTERCEPTED AND NEVER REACHES
CREDIT-HUNGRY COOPERATHVES LIKE ANIS. ON THE OTHER
HAND HE CLAIMS MILITARY ASSISTANCE GIVES THE ARMED
FORCES ENOUGH ORDNANCE “TO KILL CAMPESINGS AND STEAL

THREIR LAND,
1TCLD LAROFF FEBRUARY 27 THAT
: ] REPORTS THAT THE DEATH TOLL IN THE AREA NOW
e — . ) N
CONFIBENEALYNE..
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- COMES- TO 80 PEOPLE. | TOURED THE

SONSONATE AREA ON THURSDAY AND SAW 74 CORPSES IN. LAS
HOJAS AND OTHER LOCALITIES OF NAHUIZALCO MUNICIPALITY.
REPORTED THAT SIX OTHER BODIES WERE SUB-

ééﬁﬁﬁﬁiiv FOUND IN THE AREA. |

[ CONFTRMED
PREVIOUS REPORTS THRAT THE ACTION WAS CARRIED OUT BY MORE
THAN TWO HUNDRED SOLDIERS UNDER THE COMMAND OF CAPTAIN
FIGUEROA ‘MORALES, r_ |INFORMED LABOFF THAT

TWO MORE CORPSES WERE FOUND ON FEBRUARY 26 AND THAT A -
WOUNDED SURVIVOR IS PRESENTLY BEING CARED FOR IN THE
SONSONATE HOSPITAL (COMMENT 142y THESE REPORTS

ARE TRUE, THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS WOULD NOW REACH 82,
LABOFF WILL TALK | |HIS RETURN FROM
SONSQNAIE AND REPORT' SEPTEL.,) '

9. 'THAT HE AND OTHER LABOR CAMPESINO
LEADERS MET WITH PRESIDENT MAGANA FEBRUARY 26.

MAGANA PRCMISED TO PROSECUTE THE LOCAL COMANDANTE

. WHO APPARENTLY FINGERED THE SLAIN CAMPESINOS AS

SUBVERSIVES TO THE ARMY. | ! THIS
UNNAMED COMANDANTE FURNISHED FIGUEROA MORALES WITH

A LIST OF SUSPECTED GUERRILLA INFILTRATORS IN LOCAL
COOPERATIVES.. T ___JTBRMED THIS A DISINFORMATION

CAMPESINO LAND OR SETTLE PRIVATE GRUDGES. o
ALSO -CLAIMED THAT A JOINT CAMPESINO ORGANIZATIOM

(GOES HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION REPORT WILL BE READY

ON THE KILLINGS BY THE AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 27. {LABOFF
WILL ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THIS REFORT AS 500N AS
IT IS AVAILABLE AND REPORT ON IT BY SEPTEL AS SOON A$
POSSIBLE.} | 'THAT BIS LIFE WAS _
THREATENED WHILE HE WAS IN SONSONATE OVER THE LAST

FEW DAYS AND THAT OTHER LABOR CAMPESING ACTIVISTS

IN THE NAHUIZALCO--SAN ANTONIO DEL MONTE AREA HAVE

ALSO BEEN THREATENED. ALL CAMPESINO LEADERS IN THE

BREA BELIEVE TREIR LIVES ARE PRESENTLY IN DANGER

7 -
|

10. - THE EMBASSY WILL BE IN CONTACT WITH THE MINISTER.

OF DEFENSE AND THE CHIEF OF STAFF AS SOON AS THEY CAN

BE LOCATED TO URGE THEM TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION ON THESE
KILLINGS, :

11. NEW YORX TIMES REPORTER LYDTA CHAVEZ HAS BEEN TO
SONSONATE, HAS THE STORY AND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY FILE.

WE KNOW THAT SHE SPOKE WITH CRISTOBAL ALEMAN WHILE

SHE WAS THERE. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT A MIAMI

HERALD REPORTER WAS ALSO. IN THE AREA FEBRUARY 26.
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12. .. PRESS GUIDANCE
IF ASKED BY THE PRESS, EMBASSY WILL REPLY THAT WHEN

_WE RECEIVED REPORTS OF THESE KILLINGS WE SENT AN

EMBASSY OFFICER TO INVESTIGATE. WE CONFIRMED THAT A

SERIES OF GRAVE INCIDENTS HAD TAKEN PLACE IN SONSONATE

DEPARTMENT. UPON CHECKING WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS OF THE
GOES, THE AMBASSADOR AND SENATOR STONE RECEIVED

ASSURANCES THAT A FULL INVESTIGATION IS ALREADY UNDERWAY
BND THAT DISCIPLINHRY ACTION WILL BE. TAKEN
HINTON ~
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