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'SAN .SALVADOR 14795
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SUBJECT: L MOZOTE: A TEN YEAR OLD MASSACRE TN THE NEWS

1. =&y SUNMARY: ON NOVEMBER 13, AUXTLTARY BISHOP
GREGORIC RUSA CHAVEZ AND DIRECTOR OF TUTELA: LEGAL
MARIZ JULIA EERNANDEZ CRITIZIZED THE SOES
INVESTIGATION OF TES NECEMBER 981 EL MOZ0TE MASSACRE
WHICH CLAIMED HUNDREDS OF CIVIL.AN LIVES. TUE
ARCHBIOCESEN QFFICIALS ACCUSED SUPRFEMF CAOURT PRESIDIENT

MADRTCIO GUTIERREZ CASTRO QF UNCORSTITUIIONALLY

INTERVENING IN AND LMDPEDING TNVESTIGATION OF THE

CASE. ROSA CHAVEZ STRRSSEDR THE IM2ORTANCE OF
UNCQOVERING THE TRUTH IN THIS AND OVHER HISTCRICAL
CASES, NOT FOR REVENGE (N FACT HE MENTIZGNED A
PARDON}, :BUT TQO RRTNG ABCUT NATIONAL RECGNCILIATION,
SUDICIAL AUTHORITIES HAVE FROMLSED A FULL
INVESTIGATLION, INCLUDING EXHUMATION CF REMAINS, WHFN
SECURZITY CONSIDERATIONS AND MINT REMGVAL ALLOW A VISIT
TO THE AREA. AMERICAS WATCH I$ ALSC INFRR¥STED IN

THIS ANC O7THER HISTORICAL CASES AND WHAT THIY
DEMCNSTRATE ABQUT U.S. POLTCY ON HUMAN RIGHTS OVER THE
PAS™ DECAPE. REVIVAL OF CLD CASES WILL CONTINUL AS EL
SALVADCR STRUGGLES TOWARD RECONCILIATION AND TiE
DECLINE IN HUMAN RIGHTS VICLATIONS LIAVES TUTELA AXD
CTHERS WITH LITTLE TC DO OTHFR THAN REVIVE OLD CASES
AND SYSTIMIC PRCBLEMS. THR FACT THAT THE BUMAN RIGETS
COMMUNTTY CAN CCNCINTRATE ON HISTORIC CASES 1S A SIGN
OF THZ IMPROVEMENT ON THE OVERALL HUMAN. RIGHTS. CLIMATE
IN TL- SALVADOR. ZND SUMMARY.

2. {U) CLOSE 1O 1390 MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN ARF
SAID TO HAVE BIIN KILLED T¥ THE DECEMBER 1C-13, 1981
MASSACRE TN RUYRAL MORAZAR (IN TEE VILLAGES Of EL
MOZOTE, RANCHIRIA, JOCOTE AMARILLO, GUACAMAYAR, AND LOS

6672017 10:25 AM
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TORILES) .

3. (U) ACCORDING 7C PRTSS REPORTS, TUTILA LEGAL
INITZATEC _1:5 INVESTIGATION OF THE CASZ TN JUNE 199G
AT TIIE REQUEST OF FAMINTRS OF SOME OF THE VICTIMS, ON
OCTOBER 26, 1990, TUTZLA PRESENTED A FORMAL COMPLAIN
0 THE JUDGE OF WHE FIRST INSTANCE IN MORAZAN,.
ACCUSING THE ATLACATL. BATTALION (THRM UNDER THE
COMMAND CE "U. 5. -TRAINED™ COL. DOMINGO MONTERROSA} OF

THE MURDERS OF 794 PEOPLE. AFTGR INTERVIEWING 14

WITNESSES, N MAY 1991, A JUDGE ORDERED THE EXHUMATION
AND IDENTIE CA"ION OF THE CADAVERS BJT "D“E T TFE

CONFLICT" THLIS WOXX FAS NCT YET BEGIN. TUTFLA QFENSED

IXHUMATIONS AT THAT TIME SAYING PROPER PROCEDURES WERE
NOT 22ING FCLLGWID. THE ATTORNEY. GEAERAL'° QEFICE
APPGINTZD THREE PROSECUTORS TO THFR CASE.

4&. (U} TUTELA CLALMS TEAT TEE GOES IS NOT ONLY NOT
MOVING ON THE CASE BUT TS ACTUALLY IMPEDING IT, AND
THAT SUPREME COURT PRESIDENT GUTTIERRbLZ CASTRO HAS
ILLEGALLY OBSTRUCTED TEE WORK OF TEE T.0CAL JUDRE. BY

| NOF ACCEPTING PROFFERED HELEP FROM ARGENTINA AND
AMERTCAN FPORENSIC ANTHEROPOLOGLISTS, THE ZOES, ACCORDING

o TJTBLH, ‘HAS SHOWN ITS ~ACK O 'NTEPEST IN THE CASE
AND DTGRECHRD FOR A SCIEBNTITIC APPROAMH,

5. {U) AUXILTARY BISHO? OF SAN SALVADOR MONS.

GREGORIO ROSA CHAVEZ STRESSEL ‘N HIS PRESS STATEMENTS

THAT THERE wiLL BE NO.RECONCILZATION IN ET, SAT.VAIOR

UNTIL THIS AND OTHER IMPORTANT HUMAN RIGHTS CASES ARE

RESOLVFR, (INTIL THE TRUTH -5 KNCWHN.

6. 0} ON NOVEMBER 14. THE OFFICE OF THFE ATTORNZY

.GENERA’ REJECTED TUOTELA'S RCCUSATIONS THAT THE GOEE

UAS NOT PURSUED THF “NVESTIGATION AND THAT TEZSTIMONY
HAS BEEN MANIPUZATEC. ADMITP¥DLY, THE ATTORNEIYS

ASST GNED '0 THE CAJE’_MWO OF WHOM WERE JFSCRI3ED AS
SPECZALISTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS-~HAVE HAD ERO3LIMS GETTING
TO THF AREA WHERE THE MASSACRI ALLEGEDLY OCCURRED
BECAUSE I7 IS A CONFLICTIVE ZONE AND, ACCORDING TO
"LATESY INFORMATION FROM THE ESAF, "™ MINTD. A5 200Y 33
TIE AREA IS SATE, THF ATTORNEYS PLAN TC BEGIN
IXHUMATTONS WHICH I8, THE AG'S QFFICE EIMPHASIZEDL, THE

RIGBCNSIZILITY OF THT GOLE3. THE AG'S OFFICE PUTS, THE

NUM3ER OF VICT1MS AT BETWEEN 700 AND 1,720, STATING
THAT THZ PIIYSTCAL ZVIDENCE WQUTD BE DELICATE AFTER 16

6/6:2017.16:25 AM
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YEARS, THE AG'S OFFICE STILL BRLTRVES THEY WILL BE
ABLE TO DRTERMINE THE CAUSE CF DEATH BUT THAT
IDENTIFICATION OF THE PEKPETRATORS WILL BE MCRE
DIEFIZULT DUE TO CONTRADZCTCRY TESTTMONY FROM
WITHESSES. .

7. 10) DR. JUAN MATEU LLORT, THE CTRECTCR CF THT
INSTITUTE OF TRGAT, MEDICINE, ANNOUNCED ON NOVEM3IR 17
THAT RIS INSTITUTE 18 PREPARED IN CCORDINATION WITH
THE GUDGE AND R3S OFFICE 70 R7GTN EXHUMATIONS AS SOON
A8 THEY RECEZ VE: WORE - "‘HAT THE ARER IS SAFE. HE SALD
THE DELICATE EXHUMAYICNS WILL 32QUIRE BOTH FORINSICS
AND ANTHROPOLOSICAL TEAMS, .AND THAT
TRCHNICAL/SCIENTIZFZC SUPPGRT FROM INTEINATIONAL
ORGANIZAT-ONS WOULD BE WZLCOME.

§. —+84— AMERICA'S WATCH REP DAVL) HOLIDAY (PROTECT)
I8 ALSC STUDYING THE MOZOTF CASE. HOLIDAY TOLD POLOFE
HTSTORICAL CASES WILL 3£ INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT AS THE
WAR ENDS AND SALVAJORANS SEEK RECONCILIATTON. :
AMERICAS WATCH Y5 INTZRESTED IN THE ROLE OF U.S

CENTRAL MMERICAM POLICY IN THE WARS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGION. HOLIDAY MENTIONED A RECENT
ARTIGLE 2Y HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH DIRZICTOR ARYER NELR
CZLEBRATING THE CONVICTION OF FORMER ASSISTANT
SECRITARY AZRAMS FOR TLYTNG TO CONGRESS, HOLIDAY ADDED
THAT ABRAMS ALSC FTED ABOJT HUMAN RIGHTS CASES, SUCH
AS 7L MOZOTE, AND LAMENTED THAT “HERE WILL BE NO

TRUTH COMMLSSION TO EXAMINE U.S. CENTRAL AMERICAN
POLICY.“

9, =€} COMMENT: ‘REVIVAL OF TEIS TEM YEAR.OLD
MASSACRE OF HUNDREDS OF CIVILIANS TS A REMIKDER. OF HOW
MUCH THF, REALITY OF EL SALVADOR HAS CHANGED. WITH
‘BUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS DECLAINING IN- BOTE NUMBER AND
SEVERITY AND AN END 10 TEE WAR APPARENTLY NEAR, HUMAN
RIGHTS OBSERVZIRS ARE CHANGING THEIR FOCUS.
IMPROVEMENTS ON THE HMUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION AND THE
PRESENCE: OF QVER 10C UNITED NATIONS (ONUSAL) OBSERVERS
_LERVES HCMAN RIGHTS GROUPS SEEKING NEW ROLES FOR
THEMSELVES, IN PRACTICE, THYS TS LIKELY TO MEAN A
REEXAHMINATION OF OLD CASES DESICNED TO TARSET? THE SAME
OLD ADYERSARIES, THE GOES, IHE ESAF, AND TIE USG.
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