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LITERACY & 

‘FAKE NEWS’:

2019 Community College 
Master Teacher Institute

The Search for Truth



RESOURCE GUIDE

ONLINE ARTICLES

Fake News is Bad News for Democracy – Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/04/05/fake-
news-is-bad-news-democracy/

It’s True: False News Spreads Faster and Wider. And 
Humans Are to Blame. – New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/08/technology/twitter-
fake-news-research.html

Young People Aren’t Skeptical of ‘Fake News’

https://www.futurity.org/fake-news-literacy-young-
people-1303892-2/

How Fake News Goes Viral: A Case Study

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/20/business/media/how-
fake-news-spreads.html?_r=2

4 Tips for Spotting a Fake News Story – Harvard University

https://www.summer.harvard.edu/inside-summer/4-tips-
spotting-fake-news-story

Biased News Media or Biased Readers? An Experiment on 
Trust – New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/26/upshot/biased-news-
media-or-biased-readers-an-experiment-on-trust.html

Blue Feed, Red Feed – The Wall Street Journal

http://graphics.wsj.com/blue-feed-red-feed/

“Fake News,” Lies and Propaganda: How to Sort Fact from 
Fiction – University of Michigan

https://guides.lib.umich.edu/c.php?g=637508&p=4462444

Allsides – (A news website that presents multiple sources 
side by side in order to provide the full scope of news)

https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news

Understanding Bias – American Press Institute

https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-
essentials/bias-objectivity/understanding-bias/

Detecting Bias in the News – University of Washington

https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/evaluate/bias

The True History of Fake News – New York Books

https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2017/02/13/the-true-
history-of-fake-news/

Fake Or Real? How To Self-Check The News And Get The 
Facts - NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/
alltechconsidered/2016/12/05/503581220/fake-or-real-how-
to-self-check-the-news-and-get-the-facts

General  Resources
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Fake News Threatens Our Businesses, Not Just Our Politics 
– The Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/fake-news-
threatens-our-businesses-not-just-our-politics/2019/02/08/
f669b62c-2b1f-11e9-984d-9b8fba003e81_story.html?utm_
term=.81f3f2b9fcc3

Cognitive Scientist Explains Why Humans Are So 
Susceptible to Fake News and Misinformation – Nieman 
Lab

https://www.niemanlab.org/2019/04/a-cognitive-scientist-
explains-why-humans-are-so-susceptible-to-fake-news-
and-misinformation/

Fake news, ads dupe internet-savvy students, study finds

www.sfchronicle.com/business/article/Fake-news-ads-
dupe-Internet-savvy-students-10629086.php

How Fake News Goes Viral: A Case Study - Buses Full of 
Protesters

www.nytimes.com/2016/11/20/business/media/how-fake-
news-spreads.html

How to recognize fake news

www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/fake-news-guide-face-
book_us

Fighting Confirmation Bias - NCSS

We Tracked Down a Fake News Creator in the Suburbs- 
Here’s What We Learned- NPR

https://www.npr.org/sections/alltechconsid-
ered/2016/11/23/503146770/npr-finds-the-head-of-a-covert-
fake-news-operation-in-the-suburbs

Russian propaganda effort helped spread ‘fake news’ dur-
ing election, experts say

https://www.npr.org/2016/11/25/503361296/experts-say-rus-
sian-propaganda-helped-spread-fake-news-during-elec-
tion

Editorial: Fake news consumers drive fake news

https://www.timescall.com/2016/11/27/editori-
al-fake-news-consumers-drive-fake-news/

ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLES

Nyhan, Brendan, and Jason Reifler. “When 
Corrections Fail: The Persistence of Political 
Misperceptions.” Political Behavior 32, no. 2 (June 
2010): 303-330. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40587320?seq=1#meta-
data_info_tab_contents

Redlawsk, David, et al. “The Affective Tipping Point: 
Do Motivated Reasoners Ever ‘Get It’?” Political 
Psychology 31, no. 4 (2010): 563-593. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-
9221.2010.00772.x

Hollyer, James R., et al. Transparency, Protest, and 
Democratic Stability.British Journal of Political 
Science

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/
british-journal-of-political-science/article/
transparency-protest-and-democratic-stability/
ECB1EA975C03A03DA66E3957908AE689#

Duarte, Josévvv L., et al. Political diversity will improve 
social psychological science. Behavioral and Brain 
Sciences

https://jsis.washington.edu/global/wp-content/
uploads/sites/17/2019/07/political_diversity_will_
improve_social_psychological_science_1.pdf

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/fake-news-threatens-our-businesses-not-just-our-politics/2019/02/08/f669b62c-2b1f-11e9-984d-9b8fba003e81_story.html?utm_term=.81f3f2b9fcc3
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RESOURCE GUIDE

How do I spot fake news? – University of Toronto 

https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/faq/how-do-i-
spot-fake-news

False, Misleading, Clickbait-y, and Satirical “News” 
Sources – Professor Zimdar, University of Toronto

https://d279m997dpfwgl.cloudfront.net/wp/2016/11/
Resource-False-Misleading-Clickbait-y-and-Satiri-
cal-%E2%80%9CNews%E2%80%9D-Sources-1.pdf

How To Detect Bias In News Media – Fairness & Accu-
racy In Reporting (FAIR)

https://fair.org/take-action-now/media-activism-kit/
how-to-detect-bias-in-news-media/
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BOOKS

Blackburn, Simon. Truth: A Guide. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2017.

Frankfurt, Harry. On Bullshit. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2009.

Kahneman, Daniel. Thinking Fast and Slow. New York: 
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2011. 

Lynch, Michael. In Praise of Reason. Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press, 2012.

McIntryre, Lee. Respecting Truth: Willful Ignorance in the 
Internet Age. New York: Routledge, 2015.

Oreskes, Naomi, and Erik Conway. Merchants of Doubts: 
How a Handful of Scientists Obscured the Truth on 
Issues from Tobacco Smoke to Global Warming. New 
York: Bloomsbury, 2010.

Rabin-Havt, Ari. Lies, Incorporated: The World of Post-
Truth Politics. New York: Tim Duggan Books, 2017.

Snyder, Timothy. On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the 
20th Century. New York: Tim Duggan Books, 2017.

Stanley, Jason. How Propaganda Works. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2015.

Trivers, Robert. The Folly of Fools: The Logic of Deceit and 
Self-Deception in Human Life. New York: Basic Books, 
2011.

JOURNALS

British Journal of Political Science

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-
journal-of-political-science

Political Psychology

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14679221

Political Behavior

https://link.springer.com/journal/11109

https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/faq/how-do-i-spot-fake-news
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/faq/how-do-i-spot-fake-news
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Why You Think You’re Right -- Even if You’re Wrong. TEDx 
Talks. Galef, Julia (2016): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4RLfVxTGH4

How Does Social Media Shape Political Opinions? – We 
The Voters

https://vimeo.com/180771524

What is Fake News and can you identify it? – BBC

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-46149888/
what-is-fake-news-and-how-can-you-identify-it

How ‘fake news’ entered the mainstream – BBC

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-us-
canada-46175024/how-president-trump-took-fake-news-
into-the-mainstream

How Does Social Media Shape Political Opinions? – We 
The Voters

https://vimeo.com/180771524

A Brief History of Fake News - BBC

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/stories-42752668/a-brief-
history-of-fake-news

VIDEOS

WEBSITES

Factcheck.org

https://www.factcheck.org/fake-news/

Fair.org

https://fair.org

News Literacy Project

www.thenewsliteracyproject.org/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4RLfVxTGH4
https://vimeo.com/180771524
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-46149888/what-is-fake-news-and-how-can-you-identify-it
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/technology-46149888/what-is-fake-news-and-how-can-you-identify-it
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https://www.bbc.com/news/av/stories-42752668/a-brief-history-of-fake-news 
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https://www.factcheck.org/fake-news/
https://fair.org
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Regional Resources

China’s Lessons for Fighting Fake News. Repnikova, 
Maria. (September 2018).

https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/09/06/chinas-lessons-for-
fighting-fake-news/

Taiwan warns of ‘rampant’ fake news amid China 
interference fears. White, Edward. (April, 2019). 

https://www.ft.com/content/0edbf61e-01a6-11e9-99df-
6183d3002ee1

Taiwan braces for pro-China fake news deluge as 
elections loom. 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/taiwan-
braces-for-pro-china-fake-news-deluge-as-elections-

loom-11666158

East Asia

Distrusting the Press, Arab Youth Turn to Social 
Media. Nashed, Mat. (June 2019).

https://www.ozy.com/acumen/distrusting-the-

press-arab-youth-turn-to-social-media/94805

 Middle East

Egypt’s Arrested Digital Spaces. Woodhams, 
Samuel. (July 2019).

https://merip.org/2019/07/egypts-arrested-digital-
spaces/

https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/09/06/chinas-lessons-for-fighting-fake-news/ 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/09/06/chinas-lessons-for-fighting-fake-news/ 
https://www.ft.com/content/0edbf61e-01a6-11e9-99df-6183d3002ee1 
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Fake News Threatens Canada’s Federal Election 
(March 2019).

https://www.cigionline.org/articles/fake-news-
threatens-canadas-federal-election

Feds unveil plan to tackle fake news 
(Feb. 2019).

https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/feds-unveil-
plan-to-tackle-fake-news-interference-in-2019-
election-1.4274273

Canada

The Agency. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/07/magazine/the-agency.html  

Which European Democracies are Best Combating Russian 
Disinformation?

https://elpais.com/elpais/2018/05/11/inenglish/1526039604_758778.
html  

How Fake News Helped Shape the Catalan Independence Vote.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/
wp/2017/10/19/how-fake-news-helped-shape-the-catalonia-
independence-vote/?utm_term=.519ccc925aa1  

Fake News Changes Shape as EU Heads into Elections.

https://www.apnews.com/5e81a57aa17d4ca7a0c02f89c8efe421  

‘Now is the time’: The Journalists Fighting Fake News Before the 
EU Elections.

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/may/16/now-is-the-
time-the-journalists-fighting-fake-news-before-the-eu-elections  

Europe’s Failure on ‘Fake News’

https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-elections-fake-news-
facebook-russia-disinformation-twitter-hate-speech/  

Russia & 
Western 
Europe

https://www.cigionline.org/articles/fake-news-threatens-canadas-federal-election
https://www.cigionline.org/articles/fake-news-threatens-canadas-federal-election
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RESOURCE GUIDE

Vote ‘Dildo for Indonesia’: rivals for president find 
young voters hard to please. Lamb, Kate. (March 
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