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TOPICS 2026  

Heads of Government  

1. EU Alignment on Military Procurement - To strengthen Europe’s defense capabilities and ensure cost-effective 
use of resources, the European Union should advance alignment on military procurement by developing 
common standards, pooling demand, and coordinating investment in critical technologies. Fragmented national 
procurement leads to duplication, inefficiency, and dependence on external suppliers, while greater alignment 
would foster economies of scale, interoperability among armed forces, and a more resilient defense industrial 
base. A coordinated EU framework, supported by joint research and procurement mechanisms, would not only 
enhance collective security but also reinforce Europe’s strategic autonomy in an increasingly volatile global 
environment. Proposed – Establish a European Procurement Cooperation Office and a regulatory framework 
that will require all member states to maximize cooperative specification and purchasing of all contracts over €1 
billion. This Office will be empowered to suspend indefinitely any contract that isn’t compliant. Budget: €50m 
annually for 2026-2028, can be reauthorized for 2028-2034.  

2. Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova – Accelerated Integration – Proposed: The European Union will establish an 
accelerated integration pathway for Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova, recognizing their strategic importance, 
democratic aspirations, and resilience in the face of external threats. This new concept of supporting member-
level integration for EU candidate nations is intended to both send a strong message and offer substantial 
impetus to the accession process. This track will not at this time be offered to other EU candidates. Traditional 
enlargement procedures risk undermining momentum and public trust, while a phased, fast-tracked process 
would anchor reforms and provide tangible benefits sooner, potentially leading to rapid accession. This 
approach should include provisional access to the single market, participation in EU programs, and gradual 
integration into key policy areas, contingent on clear benchmarks for rule of law, governance, and economic 
alignment. By accelerating integration and accession, the EU would not only strengthen regional stability and 
security but also send a decisive signal of solidarity and commitment to these countries’ European future. 
Budget – pre-accession integration funding of €1b annually through 2034, to shift to post-accession funding 
when/if any candidate accedes.  

Economy Ministers 

1. Essential Rare Earths Project – Proposed: The EU will establish a multi-pronged project to ensure mid- and 
long-term access to essential rare earths and other critical industrial inputs.  The EU will establish a new Artic 
Resources program, with €100m annually dedicated 2025-2034 for new Arctic resource exploration and 
public/private partnerships for mining and refining rare earths in the EU’s Arctic zones. The EU will also establish a 
Strategic Materials Reserve project, with the goal to acquire and stockpile critical production inputs of rare earths 
and other vital materials acquired preferentially from EU member states, but also on the open market. It is expected 
that this will provide mid- and long-term access and price-stabilization for these materials, although the initial 
stockpiling process and support of EU member resource access may impact world market pricing in the short-term. 
€1 billion annually will be dedicated to establishing this program for the first 10 years, though it’s expected that over 
time about 60% of this investment will be returned as industry buys materials from the Reserve.  
 

2. Digital Markets Act Enhancement- Strengthens enforcement mechanisms against anti-competitive practices by 
digital gatekeepers and platforms. Proposed: The European Union will adopt a strengthened Digital Markets Act 
(DMA) that reinforces enforcement mechanisms against anti-competitive practices by digital gatekeepers and 
platforms, ensuring fair competition and consumer choice in the digital economy. While the current DMA 
establishes important obligations, its effectiveness is limited by slow investigations and uneven compliance. A 
reformed framework should include: 1. Immediate sanctioning authorization; 2. Higher and escalating fines for 
repeat offenders; 3. Legal authorization to impose structural remedies such as platform break-ups in extreme 
cases, and 4. Enhanced investigative authority for the European Commission with support from national 
regulators. By closing loopholes and ensuring rapid, consistent enforcement, a stronger DMA would deter 
systemic abuses, foster innovation, and protect European businesses and consumers from the dominant 
influence of entrenched digital giants. 


