
JSIS B 431A / PolS 447A  Fall 2019 
International Negotiation 

European Union Policy and Simulation 
 

Instructor: Dean LaRue  -  dlarue@uw.edu 
More 220 – Monday, Wednesday 2:30pm-4:20pm  5 credits 

Office Hours Monday/Wednesday 12p-2p Microsoft Café, Gates CSE 
 

Course Overview 
This course, sponsored by the European Union Center/Center for West European Studies, is a 
practicum focused on the current, real-world policy issues and international negotiations of the 
European Union, as well as the theory of international negotiation, public policy and the politics 
surrounding policy formation. 
 
We will look at the roles of large and small countries in policy formation, negotiation, and how 
countries negotiate to ensure that final policy outcomes reflect their preferences and concerns. The 
course will begin with lecture and discussion to establish a shared background knowledge of the 
issues and functions of the EU. Students will be assigned countries in pairs, though all your work is 
expected to be original and individual. We will then move into a series of alternating 
lecture/discussions and negotiation simulations on five areas of current EU policy, then end the 
quarter with a simulated European Union Summit, where teams of students will represent assigned 
EU countries in an extended negotiation over selected major policy issues. 
 
We will discuss and work with questions of comparative government, media, public communication, 
leadership, accountability, decision-making, assessing project outcomes, forecasting, project 
budgeting, taxation, and the challenges of executing complex projects in the real world.  
 

Requirements and Prerequisites 
There are no formal prerequisites for this course. Most course materials and assigned readings will 
be online. This is a demanding course with high expectations for your engagement, research, interest 
in learning, and participation.  
 

Assignments and Grading 
 
Country Priorities Paper 
Each student will write an independent paper outlining the economic, political and diplomatic 
priorities of their assigned country. The paper should be based on original research and the student’s 
reasoned analysis of how their assigned country determines priorities and is working to actualize 
those priorities in policy and negotiation. This paper will count for 10% of your course grade. Due 
Monday, October 15 
 
Policy Briefs and Discussion 
Each student will write and discuss with the class five two-page maximum policy briefing papers on 
selected EU policy topics over the course of the quarter. Each paper will be on an area of current 
EU/National policy contention, and will be written from the perspective of an individual country. Each 
paper will account for 6% of the course grade, for a total of 30%. Due dates are aligned with each 
topic over the course of the quarter 
 

 



EU Summit Position Paper and EU Summit 
Each student will be assigned to a two-person country team who will write together a policy paper 
detailing their country’s positions and negotiation goals on the five EU Summit Policy Areas (Security, 
Membership/Brexit, Immigration, Agriculture, Environment). The paper should total no more than 15 
pages, plus references and any associated charts, graphs, etc. This paper will form the basis for the 
team’s negotiating position at the EU Summit in the final weeks of the course. The paper and EU 
Summit participation will each count for 15% of the course grade. Due Wednesday November 28. 
 
Preparation and Participation 
This course is focused on understanding of policy and policy approaches, discussion, teamwork, 
negotiation and interaction. Your presence and participation is critical to both your own success and 
that of your classmates. Attendance is highly valued. The standards for ongoing preparation and 
participation throughout the quarter are high, and count for the remaining 30% of your grade. Your 
teammate’s evaluation of your contribution will be considered as part of this grade.  
 
UW policies on plagiarism, cheating, etc. apply fully in this class, and will be aggressively pursued. 
 
Late work will not be accepted unless approved IN ADVANCE by the instructor.  
 

Required Readings 
A wide variety of articles, publications and other readings are assigned each week according to the 
topics under discussion. In particular, the ‘Charlemagne’ column in The Economist for the last year 
(yes, all 52 weeks!) is assigned.  
 
Students are further required to read The Economist each week of the quarter, focusing on articles 
addressing EU, Economic, Policy-making and Trans-Atlantic issues.  
 

Class Schedule 
 
Wednesday, September 25 
First Class – Introductions, contact info, discussion of expectations and assignments, Policy, Priorities, 
Negotiation, Money. European Union background and timeline.  
 
Monday, September 30 
‘State of Play’ – the EU today – challenges and opportunities 
Finance, Defense, Immigration, Environment, etc.  
Enlargement – historical, Brexit  Country Assignments 
 
Wednesday, October 2 
The Policy Process – how is Policy Made? Where does it come from? Negotiation Basics. 
Budget – trade-offs, compromises, and gray areas 
European Union  - areas of competence, approaches to policy 
Theory: Policy Windows and Policy Formation  Budget Exercise 
 
Monday, October 7 
EU Institutions – Council of The European Union 
EU Institutions – European Commission   Theory: Institutional Roles  
Leadership & Responsibility Discussion 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, October 9 
EU Institutions – European Parliament, European Court of Justice, European Central Bank 
EU Institutions – other institutions and agencies Theory: Policy Actors 
 
Monday, October 14 
Policy and Negotiation – The EU as a system of trans-national multilevel government 
Policy Participants and Considerations 
Multi-level Government exercise.  DUE: Country Priority Papers 

 
Wednesday, October 16 
Policy Area Overview – Security and Defense  
 
Monday, October 21 
Security/Defense Negotiation Simulation – Security/Defense Brief DUE 
 
Wednesday, October 23 
Policy Area Overview – Membership/Brexit 
 
Monday, October 28 
Membership/Brexit Negotiation Simulation – Membership Brief DUE 
 
Wednesday, October 30 
Policy Area – Immigration 
 
Monday, November 4 
Immigration Negotiation Simulation – Immigration Brief DUE 
 
Wednesday, November 6 
Policy Area – Agriculture 
 
Monday, November 11  
Agriculture Brief DUE – veteran’s day! 
 
Wednesday, November 14 
Policy Area – Environment 

 
Monday, November 18 
Environment Negotiation Simulation – Environment brief DUE 
 
Wednesday, November 20 
Team Summit Preparation 
 
Monday, November 25 
Agriculture Negotiation Simulation  
 
Wednesday, November 27 
The Future of the EU, and quarter wrap-up discussion 
Simulation weaknesses and Summit Negotiation Strategy  
Course Evaluations -  EU Summit Position papers DUE 

 
Monday, December 2 
EU Summit – Session 1 
Recap and Theory tie-in session 
 
Wednesday, December 4 
EU Summit – Session 2 


