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Message from the Director
PRITI RAMAMURTHY

“Prof. Novetzke and Prof. Kale 
enrich the South Asia Program 
in multiple ways”

Greetings! I am writing this after an inspiring talk by Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Muham-
mad Yunus, Founder of  the Grameen Bank, Bangladesh, at the University of  Washington. 
Addressing an over• ow audience of  over seven hundred, Dr. Yunus, with characteristic 
humility, told the story of  how he became a “banker to the poor.” With equally characteristic 

hope, Dr. Yunus, demanded that each person in the audience pledge to banish poverty. Universities, like 
ours, he suggested, should offer scholarships to the children of  Grameen’s borrowers, many of  whom 
are now completing school. We have our work cut out for us!

The new academic year at the South Asia Center at the University of  Washington is off  to a promis-
ing start. We are delighted to welcome Professor Christian Novetzke and Professor Sunila Kale to the 
program. Prof. Novetzke, Assistant Professor of  International Studies, joins us after completing his doc-
torate in the History of  Religions at Columbia University and teaching at the University of  Pennsylvania. 
His scholarship on the religious traditions of  South Asia draws on archival and ethnographic research in 
Western and Northern India. Prof. Novetzke’s book, Religion and Public Memory: A Cultural History of  
Saint Namdev in India, will be published by Columbia Uni-
versity Press early next year. In it he tracks the stories told 
about Namdev in multiple languages and regions since the 
14th century and demonstrates how memories construct 
historical and practical publics in the sub-continent. Prof. 
Kale, Assistant Professor of  International Studies, joins the 
South Asia Program after recently completing her doctorate 
in Political Science from the University of  Texas, Austin. Prof. Kale’s dissertation, “Power Steering:  the 
Politics of  Utility Privatization in India,” questions why economic liberalization in contemporary India 
is an uneven and inequitable process. She studies electricity privatization in four Indian states to argue 
that, in practice, because of  differing histories of  class-caste assertion and the interdependencies of  
urban-rural elites, the extent of  privatization and distributional outcomes vary. Based on this research, 
Prof. Kale has published many articles. We are fortunate that through their scholarship and their teach-

ing, Prof. Novetzke and Prof. Kale enrich the South Asia Program 
in multiple ways. Please see the interview with Professors Kale and 
Novetzke on page 4 of  this newsletter.

In more good news, Dr.. Carol Salomon, Lecturer, Bengali, recently 
was awarded an International Studies Research grant by the U.S. De-
partment of  Education to develop, with colleagues Klaus Brandl and 
Nandini Abedu, a one year elementary Bangla language course. This 
innovative course will, for the • rst time, take a task-oriented approach 
to Bangla language teaching. It will tell a story of  a friendship between 
two young Bangladeshi women, one Hindu and one Muslim, set in 
Bangladesh and West Bengal. Designed to be interactive, the course will 
include audios of  actual conversations and videos shot on location. 

Last year, the South Asia Center was involved with over thirty 

T H I S  I S S U E

 

Message from 
the Director  ... 1
Alumni News  ...  2
South Asia News ... 4
A Tribute to Irene Joshi ... 5
Study Abroad Programs ... 6
Faculty Interview ... 4 
Visiting Scholars ... 8
Notes from the Field ... 8
Study Abroad  ... 6

(Continued on page 2)

wsarf07 copy2.indd   1 10/30/2007   12:35:22 PM



2 WASHINGTON SOUTH ASIA REPORT

SOUTH ASIA CENTER                                            JACKSON SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

Three Masters of  International Stud-
ies, South Asia, were awarded by the 

Jackson School in June, 2007. The three 
students have all moved into new endeav-
ors. Here is their news.

Alumni News

PHELPS FEELEY has 
stayed at UW, and now is 
a Program Manager for 
the International Out-
reach Programs Depart-
ment (IOP). Within this 
position, she designs and 
manages educational pro-
grams for international 

student groups, primarily from Asia. This quarter, 
she is also teaching a class for a Jackson School-
IOP partnership program. Her class focuses on 
global civil society, with an emphasis on analyzing 
connections between local civil society groups and 
global processes. This focus is a natural ! t, as her 
MPA/ MAIS research centered on social movements 
and NGOs as social change agents in North India. 
She continues to live in Seattle with her husband, 
psychology PhD student Greg Reaume. 

(Note: Phelps and fellow alumni Shiwani Srivastava 
have also busied themselves with the founding of  
a development studies book club. Look for book 
reviews by these alumni in the newsletter)

RACHEL HEILMAN is 
teaching World History 
(10th grade), U.S. History 
(11th), and Government 
(12th) at Lathrop H.S. in 
Fairbanks, AK.  An accom-
plished dancer, she is also 
cosponsoring the school’s 

hip hop team.  She feels her graduate experience 
enriches her teaching, not just in content, but also in 
terms of  how she thinks about connections between  
writing and teaching, and writing and reading, key 
areas for any social studies educator. 

SHIWANI SRIVASTAVA was hired as a contractor 
through Filter Pure Talent 
(with offices in Bellevue 
and Seattle), a West Coast 
agency that works with 
writers, designers and pro-
ducers.  This agency looks 
for people with lots of  writ-
ing experience, which was 
fully evidenced by Shiwani’s 

work for her degree.  

She got a contract at MSN, and works at their of! ces 
in Redmond.  There are two parts to her job: MSN 
city guides (updating the website, brainstorming 
story ideas, laying out articles, and writing).  She has 
published short pieces to the site and is now  working 
on her ! rst longer story, whcih will be about Little 
Indias across the country and how people can expe-
rience the wide regional varieties of  Indian cuisine, 
shopping, etc., in many different cities in the US. She 
wants to get more content on Asian/South Asian 
cuisine and events in general onto the site.  She also 
liases with Slate Magazine (launched by MSN) and 
selects articles from Slate to be potentially featured 
on MSN’s homepage.  One of  these articles was on 
the impact of  TV on women’s rural rights in India. 

JAMES MUTTI (2005) 
spent the past eight months 
in Lucknow, India on a 
Fulbright Fellowship. His 
research focused on the 
recent assembly elections 
in UP and the role of  me-
dia in making information 

about the elections available to voters. He published 
articles in a number of  Indian journals, websites and 
blogs.
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activities—talks, workshops, conferences, • lm screen-
ings, and exhibitions—which reached out to the wider 
community in the Paci• c North West. I would like to 
highlight just one of  these, the visit of  Shyam Ben-
egal, one of  India’s most in• uential • lm directors. 
Shyam Benegal is best known for his arthouse mov-
ies, Ankur, Nishant, Manthan and Bhumika, made in 
the 1970s and 80s. He has directed the monumental 
TV series, Bharat ek Khoj, and documentaries on 
development. In recognition of  the signi• cance of  
his oeuvre, Shyam Benegal was given the Babasaheb 
Phalke Lifetime Achievement Award this summer. 
Shyam, accompanied by his wife, Nira, visited UW 
for four weeks. During that time free public screen-
ings of  his • lms, followed by Q and A with him,were 
very popular. Shyam met undergraduate and graduate 
students in Cinema Studies, Urdu, Hindi, South Asian 
Literature, and History classes. He also met students 
at two local schools and Bellevue Community Col-
lege.  Talking on “Creativity and Communication,” 
Shyam held an audience of  two hundred people at 
Microsoft spell-bound a few hours after stepping off 
the plane from India. Other community organiza-
tions, like People for Progress in India and Tasveer, 
co-sponsored events at which Shyam spoke. At UW, 
Shyam gave two public lectures; the • rst, “On Social 

and Political Development in India” re• ected on his 
current role as a Member of  Parliament. Audience 
members didn’t just get a vivid feel for the wonder 
and messiness of  Indian democracy, but also got an 
insightful analysis of  the major issues the Indian pol-
ity is facing. In a second public lecture, “On Film,” 
Shyam was more self-re• ective. Though he began 
with the rider that he never spoke about his • lms, 
we were treated to a rich journey, full of  stories from 
his childhood to an inspirational talk he heard by 
Jawaharlal Nehru as a college student, to the travails 
and joys of  being a • lm maker of  a different sort. 
Scattered through out were theoretically informed 
observations on semiotics, on framing, on represen-
tation, and on visual culture delivered in deceptively 
simple language. Shyam’s integrity as an artist and his 
commitment to social justice shone through. All-in-all 
his visit was a real treat. 

Shyam Benegal came to UW under the auspices of  
the Distinguished Visitor Program, which brings to 
Seattle one notable personality from South Asia an-
nually. The program is fully funded with the generous 
support of  members of  the South Asian community 
in the Seattle area. We are especially grateful to Alka 
Badshah, Sita Vashee and Sesh Velamoor. (See page 
8 for more details on the Visitor Program).

The Washington South Asia Report is published three times a year from Seattle, 
Washington. The South Asia Center is a U.S. Department of Education Title VI 
Funded National Resource Center.

Editor: Keith Snodgrass
Asst. Editor: Ashish Nangia
South Asia Center director: Priti Ramamurthy

206.543.4800
sascuw@u.washintgon.edu
jsis.washington.edu/soasia/

Director’s Message (continued)
(Continued from page 1)

New students have joined the South Asia Master’s 
Program this fall. In addition to our continuing 

students, Sahar Romani and Vishwa Srivastava, new 
students include Shemon Salam and Elizabeth Brady. 
Here are a few details on them.

SHEMON SALAM graduated from Wayne State Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s in Education.  He has worked 
with South Asian youth while working on his education 
degree. He has done extensive research on South Asian 
anti-colonial groups in India, the Caribbean, and the 
United States and hopes to continue this work at the 
University of  Washington.

ELIZABETH BRADY is a graduate of  Georgetown 
University’s Walsh School of  Foreign Service where 
she majored in International Culture and Politics. Her 
interest in South Asia began while working with stu-

dents from India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
who were only too eager to feed her growing obsession.  
Her focus on the region continued as a lobbyist for the 
International Campaign for Tibet’s K Street Of• ce.  She 
has studied both northern Indian cooking and dance, 
though she is signi• cantly better at the former than 
latter.  While pursuing her masters she hopes to earn a 

Welcome New Students

(Continued on page 4)
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South Asia News 

Three doctoral students from different 
departments, all working on aspects 

of  the urban in South Asia, collaborated 
last Spring with the Simpson Center, Uni-
versity of  Washington.  The outcome was 
a funded research cluster that combines 
reading groups, faculty colloquia and an 
invited speaker over the coming year and 
engages with theoretical and historical is-
sues concerning Asian urbanism. 

Asia as a whole, and South Asia in par-
ticular, are home to some of  the world’s 
most dynamic and vibrant cities, that are 
generators of  wealth and power on one 
side of  the scale, and homelessness and 
oppression at the other.  It is estimated that 
by 2020, new and emerging urban centers 
in Asia will account for more than 50% 
of  the world’s production (and possibly 
pollution).  

T  he research cluster has bimonthly 
reading group meetings. For further 
details, see their web site or contact 

Sunila Kale and Christian Novetzke are new faculty 
members with the South Asia Center. They very 
kindly agreed to respond to a questionnaire by Ash-

ish Nangia about their career, teaching and research, and 
! nally their experience at the University of  Washington. 

Please tell us about your early academic career. 
Kale: I went into graduate school knowing that I wanted 
to work on politics in India, and in the years before I 
started my graduate work in political science, the Enron 
corporation’s infamous affairs in Maharashtra had piqued 
my interest in the politics of  India’s deeper engagement 
with the global market and multinational capital.  

Novetzke: I developed an interest in Marathi in college 
during a study abroad program to Pune, Maharashtra.  I did 
an interdisciplinary major in “Asian Philosophy” at Macal-

Faculty Interview Sunila Kale and Christian Novetzke 

Juned Shaikh (juneds@u.washington.edu), Ashish 
Nangia (antaara@u.washington.edu) or Rowan Ellis 
(rowansue@u.washington.edu).  The cluster’s activi-
ties can also be accessed at its website (http://depts.
washington.edu/uwch/projects_saurban0708.htm).  

ester College.  I continued to pursue my interest in graduate 
school at Harvard, where I began studying the history of  
religions and Sanskrit for a Master’s degree.  At Columbia 
University, I added Hindi, which I studied at Berkeley and in 
Mussoorie, India, while enrolled at Columbia.  I completed 
my PhD in the history of  religions.  The subject of  my dis-
sertation was a cultural history of  the Marathi Saint Namdev 
(1270-1350).  I tracked the social, political, and cultural con-
texts for his memory from the 16th century to the present, 
from performance traditions to modern media, like ! lm; 
from old manuscripts to printed work in the public spheres 
of  Marathi, Hindi, and English.  The dissertation forms a 
portion of  the book I’ve completed on the subject called 
Religion and Public Memory: A Cultural History of  Saint 
Namdev in India.  The book will be published by Columbia 
University Press in 2008.

How has been your experience so far with the South Asia 

certi! cate in international development from the 
Evans school and to study the relationship between 
current development tools and small communities 
in Northern India.  She is particularly interested 
in illiteracy and education.  Upon graduation she 
hopes to work as a regional expert/analyst in a 
South Asian think tank or development agency, 
dividing her career between South Asia and her 
hometown of  Washington, DC.

(Continued from page 3)

New Students 
Elizabeth Brady

FORUM FOR URBAN STUDIES ON SOUTH ASIA 

(Continued on page 13)
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On a sad note, the South Asia Program mourns the loss of  Irene Joshi, the South Asia Librarian  at the Uni-
versity of  Washington from 1970 to her retirement in 2000. Irene was the very • rst South Asia Librarian at 
UW and tirelessly built up one of  the most comprehensive collections in the country. Each of  us who had the 
pleasure of  working with Irene know that she cared deeply for the research and teaching endeavor. She was a 
scholar in her own right, writing several bibliographies and monographs.  We shall be ever grateful to her, and 
her husband, Raj,  for generously endowing the South Asia Book Fund. Frank Conlon, Professor Emeritus 
of  History and Director of  the South Asia Program, wrote this tribute to Irene.

I rene was the • nest colleagues a person could have. 
She had known her own  pain and disappointments 

in real life and this kept the slings and arrows of 
academic-land in perspective. She transformed our 
South Asia library collections into one of  the most 
comprehensive in North America (which  included 
tolerating my own insistence that we collect a lot of  
Marathi material that a less far-sighted bibliographer 
might pass up!) 

Irene was steady, reliable, un" appable, and imagina-
tive in looking at potential research and teaching 
materials that current or future faculty and students 
might employ. She was an avid student of  textiles 
and had a signi• cant collection of  historic textiles 
which she subsequently donated to the University of  
Washington.

Apart from her willingness to give bibliographic 
instruction to our students, both graduate and un-
dergraduate, Irene prepared special guides to material 
for speci• c courses, and willingly gave tours of  the 
collection.

She was a model of  how a librarian/bibliographer 
can be a linchpin in the program of  an area stud-
ies center. And although my university, for its own 
reasons, does not accord professional librarians full 
academic faculty status, Irene was a regular member 
of  our South Asia Committee, attended virtually all 
meetings and was consulted on all matters. She was 
both a colleague and a friend.

 Irene was coauthor (with Amritjit Singh and Rajivia 

Verma) of  Indian literature in English, 1827-1979: a 
guide to information sources (Detroit: Gale Research Co., 
c1981). In addition she compiled several useful elec-
tronic resources on Indian Women, on the Indian 
Diaspora Newspapers, and was a major contributor 
to the Union List of  South Asian Newspapers.

Irene played a serious and constructive role in her 
profession, and was one of  the moving spirits in the 
Committee on South Asian Libraries and Documen-
tation (CONSALD). Irene was very much missed 
during the annual CONSALD meeting in Madison 
in mid-October.

Irene's generosity to her family and friends was leg-
endary. Although a librarian's income is limited, she 
and her husband Raj--a specialist in urban planning 
who also took time to serve in the Peace Corps and 
other volunteer initiatives--established an endowed 
South Asian Book Fund in the University of  Wash-
ington Libraries to support purchases of  materials 
for our South Asian collection. Typically, she did not 
have it called the Irene and Raj Joshi endowment, but 
the South Asian Book Endowment.

Knowing and working with Irene has enriched my 
life beyond measure. Whatever successes I enjoyed 
here at the University of  Washington were due in no 
small measure to her support and friendship. I think I 
speak for all of  Irene's South Asia Studies colleagues 
when I say that we will always remember her; always 
miss her.

Frank Conlon

Irene Joshi - In Memory 
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UW South Asia Program & Program on the 
Environment is sponsoring a study abroad 

program:  Ecology & Society in the Indian Hima-
layas in Spring, 2008. This program was inaugurated 
in Autumn 2006 with 18 students traveling to the state 
of  Uttaranchal in North India, to learn about develop-
ment, sustainability, forest ecology and local culture. 

Do you wonder who decides what is sustainable de-
velopment? Are you interested in the ecology and 
social life of  forests? Excited by the prospect of  living, 
studying and working in the stunning beauty of  India’s 
Himalaya mountains? 

In a unique partnership with the Indian NGO the 
Central Himalayan Rural Action Group (CHIRAG), 
based in Orakhan, Nainital District, Uttaranchal, UW 
students will study forest ecology, sustainable develop-
ment and local culture and language. The three courses 
provide a trans-disciplinary framework for students to 
join researchers and area residents in their collaborative 
efforts to identify their ideas, practices and experiences 
of  sustainbility and development. Each week eminent 
scholars and practitioners in forest ecology, develop-
ment, health, education, cultural studies and the arts will 
present seminars and/ or lead hands-on ! eld study. 

To draw together these varied & unique learning op-
portunities students will choose a service learning po-
sition in one of  CHIRAG’s many programs that best 
complements their personal interests. 

For example, students can work on education projects 
in the Adolescents Learning Program, conduct trials in 
the agricultural research program at Orakhan experi-

mental gardens, assist in analysis of  the community- 
based initiatives of  the Fruit and Vegetable Societies  
participate in seed collection, treatment, sowing, and 
transplanting in area nurseries, work with weavers in 
developing markets for their products, observe and 
analyze the operation, maintenance and impact of  
community water systems, and work in many other 
CHIRAG programs in the Kumaon Himalaya.

Initial application for preferred review is November 9, 
2007. Final application deadline for the program is Dec. 
15, 2007.  The program website provides much more 
detail on what to expect in the student living environ-
ment as well as extensive information on all aspects of  
this study abroad program.

http://jsis.washington.edu/soasia/ecologyprogram/
Nainitaldesc.html

COURSES

Forest Ecology: principles & practice in India

(ENVIRO 3xx, 5 credits)

The course will aim to give students a broad overview of  
important concepts in forest ecology and look at the Hima-
layan forests as a case study.

Issues of  forest use by local communities and ecosystem 
services will be covered. The course can be divided into the 
following four modules, each approximately two weeks long; 
Issues in Forest Ecology, Ecology of  the Himalayan Forests, 
In" uence of  local communities on Himalayan forests, and 
Ecosystem services and impacts of  forest legislation. The 
component of  ! eld work will increase in successive modules. 
The last two weeks will be devoted to ! eldwork and seminars 
on topics identi! ed during the course.

Study Abroad  SPRING 2008 PROGRAM IN INDIA

Activist, artist and one of  the highest regarded ! lmmak-
ers in both India and the world, Shyam Benegal was the 
India Distinguished Visitor to the South Asia Center during 
Spring 2007. He sat down for an hour-long chat with Sakina 
Sadat Hussain, a Masters student in the Communication  
Department.

What role do you see universities playing in public life? 
I think they play a very important role. Universities are 

extremely in" uential in the way they train a country’s human 

resource and tap the individual potential. But as far as India 
is concerned, most people who have access to basic school 
education aspire to get a university degree because we as a 
culture put too much emphasis on degrees and look at them 
primarily as a means to better our careers. Most job listings 
tend to ask for higher quali! cations as a sort of  ! ltering 
process and this leads to an overquali! ed workforce. Also, 
as a result of  this demand for degrees, too many universi-
ties have sprouted that don’t offer quality education. I’d like 
to see an improvement in the quality and access of  India’s 

Shyam Benegal  - India Distinguished Visitor Interview

(Continued on page 16)

(Continued on page 7)
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"Hindi cinema is trying to 

function in an inclusive 

way. In other words, it is 

trying to create for itself  

what one might call a 

national pro• le."

  Shyam Benegal

elementary and primary education system and the avail-
ability of  vocational training as an option. Another aspect 
I’m concerned about is most students are increasingly 
looking at education only as a means of  getting employ-
ment and are interested in “applied” or “professional” 
courses. This has resulted in a huge decline in funding 
and options available for pure research and I think this 
neglect will de• nitely affect the quality of  our intellectual 
growth and research and development in the long run.

What about your experience at American Universities? 
Did you notice a level of  awareness about India and Indian 
• lms among students and the general public? 

American universities tend to get the best students not 
only from within their own country but also from around 
the world. But by and large, Americans tend to be more 
Americo-centric; they don’t know too much about the 
rest of  the world. It’s only when they go on to educational 
institutions and take on subjects that call for knowledge of  
the worlds outside of  the United States, they tend to do 
very well. These students get excellent learning opportuni-
ties which are sometime even better than what they would 
have received in the countries they are studying about. So 
by and large, American universities are a wonderful set of  
institutions. Most of  them tend to be very well endowed 
which help them garner the best students and teachers 
from everywhere in the world.

Do you see your • lms as being vehicles of  a certain kind 
of  awareness about India?

I don’t make a distinction between mainstream and 
marginal cinema because to me all of  them are different 
shades of  grey, different kinds of  reality. You have to think 
in terms of  “not naturalistic”… no • ction • lm can actu-
ally portray the reality of  real life because • lms constantly 
interpret reality in different ways. The • lmmaker mediates 
the reality and tries to highlight and pro• le certain aspect 
of  the culture or common aspirations. For me it’s a ques-
tion of  greater understanding, I would like to understand 
reality in the way I see it. I make • lms I believe in and 
cinema that re! ects my own sensibility and idea of  Indian 
reality as I see it.

Most of  your • lms tend to focus on the paradox of  
development and give an outlet to subaltern voices. Do 
you think your • lms are more Indian than mainstream 
Bollywood movies? In that context de• ne your idea of  
Indian-ness? 

I’m always looking to describe and from the description 

de• ne this idea of  Indian-ness in my • lms —what being 
Indian is. Because being Indian would mean an identity 
that belongs to a country which can claim a national char-
acter, a national identity. Again there can only be facets of  
this identity —there can be never be a single such identity 
—and therefore each • lm tends to re! ect different facets 
of  probably the same thing. Hindi cinema is trying to 
function in an inclusive way. In other words, it is trying to 
create for itself  what one might call a national pro• le and 
create its own culture.

Are there any speci• c tools or techniques you employ 
to compete against this “State of  Bollywood” you have 
talked about?

My techniques are all subordinate to the content; it de-
pends on what I’m saying. The content suggests its method 
of  articulation and that’s the process and technique I use. I 
try not to follow the form; I prefer to follow the content. 
So the technique is to arrive at the form. In other words, 

content  i s  what 
shapes the • lm. I’ve 
also been interested 
in tackling cinemat-
ic forms in several 
films, like in  Suraj 
Ka Satwan Ghoda I 
was exploring a cer-
tain form and seeing 
if  such a form was 
even possible within 
the medium of  cin-
ema. Again, I’d like to 
stress that I’m talking 

about the cinematic technique, not the technology used 
to achieve this.

But don’t you think that with the advent of  new technol-
ogy • lmmaking has become easier? 

It is meant to, but one must remember, that each new 
technology comes with its own set of  problems. Some 
things become easy, some become harder. I use as much 
technology as needed. I’m not a slave to technology or use 
it as a toy. It’s the grounding in cinematic technique that’s 
more important to me.

Can you tell me a little bit about how you work? 
I have writers who have worked with me since the begin-

ning and some who have been long time collaborators. We 
have a good understanding and we work well with each 

(Continued on page13)

Shyam Benegal Interview
(Continued from page 6)
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Visiting Scholar Program Notes from the Field 

The South Asia Center at the University of  Wash-
ington is working to build scholarly, educational, 

and informational exchanges with institutions and 
individuals in south Asia. One such project is the 
India Distinguished Visitor  Program, which invites 
distinguished South Asian scholars, public intellectu-
als, social workers, and community leaders to the UW. 
Shyam Benegal was the second India Distinguished 
Visitor at the South Asia Center, following the visit of  
the esteemed Gurcharan Das in autumn, 2005. Visi-
tors participate in classes, make public presentations, 
and participate in events where students, faculty, and 
members of  the South Asian-American community 
join them for an exchange of  ideas and learning ex-
periences.

Members of  the Seattle-area Indian community 
have expressed a need for such exchanges and have 
requested an increased flow of  information and 
knowledge about the region through direct interaction 
with people living and working in south Asia.  The 
Distinguished Visitor Program is one way in which 
the Center is working with the local community to 
address this need.

 The South Asia Center selects a visitor each year 
and provides invitations, and all manner of  logistical 
support, for the visit. In consultation with community 
leaders the Center also organizes outreach events to 
achieve the goals set out above.

 To sustain such an annual program takes consider-
able resources. While a generous group of  eminent 
members of  the local South Asian community has 
committed to funding this program for the next two 
years, our goal is to establish a fully funded endow-
ment of  $500,000 which will make this a permanent 
feature of  the intellectual and public life of  the Uni-
versity and the community.  

If  you would like to help support this initiative, please 
contact Polly Hunter, Development Of! cer in the 
College of  Arts and Sciences, at pbhunter@u.wash-
ington.edu, 206-616-1989.

Tapoja Chaudhuri, PhD Candidate, Anthropology 

(Re)Creating Wilderness: A Brief  History of  Tour-
ism in an Indian Tiger Reserve

My research aims to capture the attitudes, opinions 
and aspirations of  people involved in wildlife 

tourism in the Periyar Tiger Reserve in the South 
Indian state of  Kerala. What does wildlife conserva-
tion mean to people who work as eco-guides? How 
do people, differing widely in their biography, eco-
nomic interests and professional training, share an 
emotional stake in protecting ‘their’ forest? These are 
some of  the questions that motivate me as I live and 
work in the dynamic social universe of  the Kumily/
Thekkady, the twin towns at the fringe of  the Periyar 
Tiger Reserve.

Periyar Tiger Reserve has a long history of  wildlife 
recreation. Having its birth as the Nelikkampatty 
Game Sanctuary in 1934, declared by the Maharaja 
of  Travancore, the park is the earliest protected area 
in Kerala. It was essentially in 1935 with the forma-
tion of  the Peermade Game Association by British 
tea planters, that one could ! nd the traces of  present 
day wilderness tourism. While engaged in sanctioning 
hunting licenses, the Association had always insisted 
on its role in ‘game’ preservation by preventing ‘irre-
sponsible’ poaching. Hunting was guided by a series 
of  elaborate rules, with the list of  ‘games’ constantly 
being updated in accordance to regional and global 
concerns regarding the rarity of  certain species.

It is interesting to note the nature of  discourse engaged 
by the members of  the Association in order to justify 
the latter’s existence. There was constant reiteration of  
the role of  the ‘sportsman’ in actually protecting wil-
derness, by both maintaining a controlled population 
of  the herbivores, and also by acting as a policing force 
against the unlicensed (and ‘irresponsible’) hunter. In 
this context parallel was drawn with various national 
parks in the United States of  America, where a similar 
strategy had been adopted. The changing nature of  the 
Association, particularly after the Independence, was 
evident when it was rechristened as a Wildlife Preserva-
tion Society in 1960s. It was also during this time that 

(Continued on page 10)
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Rowan Ellis

PhD Candidate, Geography 

The Neoliberalizing State, Middle Class Politics, 
and Urban Development in Chennai 

This thing called “! eld work” continues to surprise, 
excite and frustrate me. I have been in Chennai 

for three months now, negotiating a life of  unmarked 
streets, dreary government of! ces, unfriendly couriers, 
and dropped calls. Daily life in Chennai serves as meta-
phor for how a naïve researcher navigates and is often 
befuddled by the complex web of  networks and contacts 
that mediate access to information. And in all this, I am 
so conscious of  the ways these very same networks are 
shaping my research as someone who is not only seeking 
important information, but also seeking to know which 
information truly is important. Thus a research agenda 
takes shape. 

I came to Chennai to look at the way a new Indian middle 
class participates in, shapes, and remakes urban develop-
ment politics. This project was prompted by my unease 
around the celebratory, polemical, and often downright 
fabulous ways that a “new Indian middle class” is por-
trayed in academia, popular media, and political party 
rhetoric. This group is represented as youthful, modern, 
and upwardly mobile, by targeted product marketing. 
They are touted as both the bene! ciaries of  liberalizing 
economic climate, as well as the engines of  positive 
growth and development. But the centrality of  images 
of  a new middle class, tied with development dreams 
and cultural change, has also elicited a host of  moral 
and religious criticisms. The Indian middle class bears 
a heavy discursive burden.  Within all this fuss, I was 
looking for evidence of  an emerging middle class politi-
cal identity; something that would give more insight into 
the relationship between the discursive magnitude of  the 
middle class, socioeconomic mobility, and the changing 
landscapes of  development politics in urban India. Ulti-
mately, I hoped to learn more about this new middle class 
and their relationship with a liberalizing Indian state.

In designing my research, I was intent on using ethno-
graphic methods to uncover both formal and everyday 
forms of  political engagement on the part of  a new 
middle class. I was unsure of  the arena in which I would 
! nd this engagement, but I imagined that the growth 
of  new software parks and IT corridors in the Chennai 
metro would be a fruitful site around which to engage a 

variety of  individuals who consider themselves middle 
class. But on my arrival I found that, while plenty of  my 
informants were eager to express their opinions about 
the success of  these IT mega projects, their responses 
gave little insight into the changing regimes of  urban 
governance that enabled such gleaming new develop-
ments. Although a white collar, professional middle class 
was often depicted as idealized citizens of  Chennai, this 
lot (unsurprisingly), considered themselves completely 
remote from the processes by and through which urban 
space was carved out in their name. 

Despite this outward disinterest in the politics of  urban 
development, I was becoming increasingly aware of  the 
activities of  local neighborhood organizations, tenant 
groups, and citizen-consumer led NGOs. Following this 
lead, I volunteered at a local NGO which was comprised 
of  a group of  middle class citizens concerned with mak-
ing government accountable for illegal construction, envi-
ronmental degradation, and the general failure to provide 
for middle class “consumers” of  civic amenities. Working 
with this organization has complicated my understanding 
of  middle class forms of  political participation, and shed 
new light on the contradictory relationship between the 
Indian state and a new middle class. It has become clear 
that, at the scale of  the city, state activities at times collide 
and at other times collude with the political aspirations 
of  middle class urban residents. 

Yet through my work with this NGO, I have also become 
aware that, like many similar organizations working in the 
city, people are concerned with issues that affect their 
quality of  life in the city. Although these concerns often 
challenge the state to check rapid development in the 
name of  environmental sustainability or historic preserva-
tion, residential development is one arena where middle 
class concerns and tastes seem to align with new regimes 
of  urban development. And it is at this juncture that my 
project has become more of  what Barbara Harris-White 
calls ”an ethnography of  the state”. This new focus 
means chasing leads to uncover the links between private 
developers and local housing board of! cials. I have spent 
days lurking around real estate fairs and developer’s ex-
hibitions, feigning interest in a posh " at at Hiranandani 
Palace Gardens or Deji Farms (and at times serving as 
a reluctant marketing tool). I am following the trails of  
land deeds and noting the changing geography of  public 
housing schemes. I am charting the rapid reformation of  
state agencies into entrepreneurial entities and the specif-
ics of  the reforms that guide this change. Through this, 

Notes from the Field 

(Continued on page 11)
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the Society started focusing on promoting public aware-
ness regarding conservation. With the passing years the 
Society boat, plying on the Lake Periyar, was attracting 
increasing number of  tourists, thereby necessitating 
infrastructural changes to accommodate the needs of  
the visitors. In 1956 the Society had published the • rst 
guide-book meant for the visitors of  the sanctuary, 
which became the precursor of  a host of  booklets, 
brochures and websites in decades to come. 

It was, however, in the last • fteen years that the face of  
tourism in the Periyar Tiger Reserve had undergone a 
radical change. During the latter half  of  the 20th cen-
tury the Peermade Society had been losing its power 
on recreational activities in the park. This was primar-
ily due to restrictions on non-governmental activities 
in the forest after it was declared a Sanctuary in 1950. 
At the same time the crisis of  the tea industry in India 
had robbed the (essentially a Planters’) Society of  its 
life- blood. Tourism in Periyar got a boost after the 
economic reform of  the 1990s, the latter initiating the 
growth of  a signi• cant number of  domestic travelers 
with disposable incomes. At the same time the Kerala 
Government had started aggressively pursuing it’s 
tourism policies, launching the slogan ‘God’s Own 
Country’. The recent Government of  India marketing 
strategy of  ‘Incredible India’, with emphasis on Kerala 
as the land of  Yoga, Ayurveda and natural rejuvena-
tion in the travel marts of  Berlin and London, has 
highlighted Periyar in the world tourism map. 

It is little surprise, then, that at the inception of  the 
World Bank Eco-Development Project at the Periyar 
Tiger Reserve in 1997, tourism became a readily avail-
able source of  livelihood for the forest dependent lo-
cal people. The Forest Department at Thekkady had 
engaged in a series of  trust building exercises with 
the local communities and had introduced a series of  
eco-tourism products, including the Tiger Trail, run by 
erstwhile poachers in the forest. Some of  the other suc-
cessful programs had been a series of  hiking programs 
conducted by excellently trained indigenous youth, who 
combine their traditional environmental knowledge 
and their professional training on bio-diversity. These 
eco-tourism programs are illustrative of  what has been 
called by scholars of  conservation in India as the ‘new 
moral economy of  forestry’. 

At the same time, however, tourism in the Periyar 
Tiger Reserve faces the problem of  over crowding. 
Eco-tourism exists along with more ‘mass based’ boat-
ing oriented tourism which is controlled by the Kerala 
Tourism Development Corporation. The noise gener-
ated by the boats, make viewing of  wildlife exceedingly 
dif• cult, thereby leading to disappointment among the 
visitors. The small percentage of  the tourists who do 
take part in the hiking tours further vent their disap-
pointment as the tours hardly lead to ‘animal spottings’. 
For the tour guides, who had been painstakingly trained 
in identifying the • oral and avi-faunal (birds) wealth 
of  the park, the constant insistence on only tiger or 
elephant viewings lead to a sense of  dissatisfaction. 
For both the park management, and the eco-guides, 
then, the coveted tourist is one who is talperiulla or 
one with the ‘interest’ (in bio-diversity). Further, such 
talperiulla tourist often gets associated with young 
foreign tourists who are seen to be more interested in 
just ‘walking in the forest for the beauty of  it’. Profes-
sional identity amongst the tour-guides are then shaped 
by both their role in ‘protecting’ the forests, as well as 
catering to the genuine wildlife enthusiasts rather than 
the ‘mass tourists’. 

While much of  the of• cial discourse regarding tour-
ism in the park is shaped by the World Bank rhetoric 
of  the ‘stake holders’, my ethnographic work neces-
sitates going beyond such an analysis and highlighting 
on personal biographies, motivations and networks in 
understanding how tourism works in Thekkady. This 
is particularly true in the last few years as increasingly 
more and more people are depending on nature-based 
tourism for their livelihood. This has been essentially a 
consequence of  both burgeoning tourism in Thekkady, 
and the fall in prices of  cardamom (main local produce) 
in the world market thereby forcing farmers in tourism 
based occupations. As Periyar Tiger Reserve is upheld 
as a model of  wildlife tourism by other protected ar-
eas in the country, one is at the same time concerned 
about the sustainability of  the ‘model’ over the next 
few decades. The world of  nature tourism in the park 
then, concerns not only the forest department and the 
eco-guides, but countless shop owners, self-trained 
naturalists, entrepreneurial tour guides and activists-
turned-artists whose lives are actively involved in place 
making in the Periyar.

Notes from the Field: Tapoja Chaudhuri
(Continued from page 8)
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I am • nding exciting links between national level donor 
driven urban development missions and the ability of  
the private sector to remake Indian cities into exclusive 
middle class residential enclaves. These are the politics 
of  gentri• cation-as-development, but in a context where 
the neoliberal state and the gentrifying middle class have 
yet to • nd any sort of  perfect union.

Doing • eldwork in urban India comes with its trials. While 
I avoid some of  the challenges of  language barriers, the 
dif• culty of  gaining access to tightly knit social networks, 
or the sacri• ce of  basic amenities and services that one 
would encounter working in a rural area, new obstacles 
arise. The networks of  patronage and access are vast in 
this city, and at times there seem to be insurmountable 
gulfs between (barely) accessible ward-level of• cials and 
the inaccessible board directors and ministers who hand 
down orders. For an ethnographer, the social divides are 
extremely vast as well. Privilege holds a lot of  currency 
in Chennai, and while this earns me easy access to certain 
spaces and peoples, it also invariably distances me from 
others. Often the site managers and small-scale developers 
I interact with • nd my inquiries ridiculous, irrelevant, or 
completely removed from their daily experience. While 
talk of  national funding for urban renewal perks ears in 
ministry of• ces, it seems worlds away from the concerns 
about human encroachments and safety hazards associ-

ated with “pioneering” land for new development. 

A city, which, at last count, holds a population of  7.3 
million, is exciting and intimidating. The possibilities for 
learning about how such a metropolis is changing and 
growing are endless and illusive. And in this realization 
I have learned a lot about the research process, about 
the value of  letting your research be guided by those 
very things which guide people’s everyday experiences, 
and about the complicated positions we occupy as both 
knowledge seekers and knowledge producers. I feel so 
fortunate to have a year in a city that is pulsing with 
change and uncertainty, and to have the time and sup-
port to embrace and be guided by that uncertainty. My 
deepest thanks to the UW Department of  Geography, 
The Jackson School of  International Studies: South Asia 
Center, The Chester Fritz Fellowship, The UW Graduate 
Of• ce of  Minority Affairs, and The Madras Institute of  
Development Studies for their moral and • nancial sup-
port in this endeavor.

Notes from the Field: Rowan Ellis
(Continued from page 9)

Shyam Benegal  - India Distinguished Visitor Interview
(Continued from page 7)

(Continued on page 14)

other. I give the overall vision and direction and choose 
not to operate the camera because behind the camera you 
lose what is actually happening outside. All you are seeing 
is within the frame. There is a lot happening outside the 
frame and I’d rather have the big picture. Of  course, today 
with new technology, one can see every shot on the camera 
monitor. In the old times, you had to imagine what the shot 
would look like depending on what lens was used and how 
the shot was planned. Also, I keep regular of• ce hours when 
I’m in Bombay. When I’m making a • lm, it depends on the 
shooting schedule. I try and not mix up my work and social 
life just because if  you do you bring your stresses home 
which is not such a great idea. 

India had a strong tradition of  studio system with big 

names like Bombay Talkies, New Theatres, Minerva Movi-
tone and Prabhat Studio to name a few. What do you think 
were the reasons for the collapse of  the studio system in 
India? What’s the present scenario?

India used to follow the studio system of  making • lms 
till about 50 years ago. They collapsed because actors and 
creative folks felt that a lot of  the pro• t was being pocketed 
by people who simply • nanced and distributed the • lms. 
So actors and technicians slowly began to declare their 
independence from contractual agreements and became 
freelancers, thus, breaking down the studio model. Today, 
lot of  corporate money is ! owing into • lm production. This 
has created a new breed of  boardroom boys who analyze 
balance sheets and budgets, hedge bets and try to • gure 
out how to maximize earnings from one big box of• ce hit 
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Tara Olsen and Keith Goyden

One year ago, at nearly seven thousand feet in the 
Kumaon Himalaya, three hours from the nearest railhead, 
eighteen students “cozily” berthed in six earthen-• oored 
cabins on a terraced marigold studded hillside spent 
fall quarter making sure that I, their program director, 
had little to worry about!  The success of  the inaugural 
Ecology and Society in India study abroad program was 
due, in large part, to the willingness of  the students to 
immerse themselves in spite of  the inevitable hardships, 
from bucket baths to the isolation, of  village living in 
India.  The sensitivity they expressed toward their host 
community was matched by their support for each other.

I invited Tara Olson, one of  the program students and 
current IAWW undergraduate scholarship recipient, to 
join me in recounting what was a deeply moving and 
memorable study abroad.

 
Tara Olsen : “Tara, didi, it’s time for you to go back 
to sleep!”  My host mother, Lata, looked at me sternly 
as if  willing me to go back to bed and wake up much 
later.  But why wouldn’t she, since, after all, it was 
six o’clock in the morning and she was up just doing 
her usual tasks—cooking breakfast and lunch for me, 
herself  and her two sons, cleaning the house, and 
getting ready for work.

The thing is, I didn’t want to go back to bed and miss 
observing her and learning about her life.  So we swept 
the • oors and chatted over the sweet smell of  boil-
ing chai.  Lata was a woman whose home I had the 
privilege of  sharing for a week while I was in India 
one year ago with the Ecology and Society in India 
program in the Himalayas.  Every minute with her 
was worth hours in the classroom.  Just through our 
sleepy-eyed conversations (sleepy-eyed on my part, 
that is…) I learned greatly about her culture, daily 
life, history, work at the NGO CHIRAG, language 
(“didi” is an affectionate Hindi term for sister), and 
what has come in handy time again, how to cook.  
Every morning, rolling out chapattis with Lata, I tried 
to fully comprehend and appreciate how lucky I was 
to have that experience.  The nuances of  life in the 
rural Himalayas spoke loudly to me with every look, 
gesture and action, familiar to others but so strange 

to me.  Then, riding to work with her as classic Bol-
lywood songs blasted in the bus and bells twinkled 
from the rearview mirror, I realized that it was being 
part of  her usual routine from which I garnered so 
much knowledge and happiness.  And for those three 
months in India, my life was anything but routine.

Tara’s routine with Lata and her family was a departure from 
the routine from the rest of  the group.  Most days we were 
up at 730a, breakfast with a panoramic view of  the high 
Himalaya, followed by an hour of  Hindi lessons. Then a 20 
minute hike through the forest and neighboring village up to 
the motorable road where a jeep would take us to our pro-
gram sponsor, the Central Himalayan Rural Action Group 
(CHIRAG), site.  After classes, usually guest lectures, and 
lunch some students worked on the site farm while others 
tutored the local youth in after school English lessons.

Tara Olsen : When people ask me what I did in India 
while I studied abroad in Autumn 2006, I give them 
the basics—I lived in the Himalayas, studied sus-
tainable development and forest ecology, and did a 
research project on rural women’s healthcare through 
my • eldwork.  However, I feel like that’s what I did 
and not necessarily what I experienced.  It’s hard to 
describe traveling 24 hours by train to take camel rides 

in the desert and watch Shah Rukh Khan movies.  It’s 
hard to explain how I conducted interviews for my 
project by walking up and down agricultural hills with 
a translator, meeting the most incredible women who 
help heal their community.  It’s hard to describe just 
how much chai can be consumed in one day.  And it’s 

Fall Quarter in the Kumaon Himalaya

See page 6 of  this 

newsletter for details on 

the Spring, 2008 

Ecology and 
Society in India 

study abroad program

(Continued on page13)

wsarf07 copy2.indd   12 10/30/2007   12:35:26 PM



SOUTH ASIA CENTER                                            JACKSON SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

VOLUME XXII I ,  NUMBER 3, AUTUMN 2007 PAGE 13

NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2007

Center and the University of  Washington? 

Kale: My experience so far has been wonderful.  Not 
only does the South Asia Center bring together a dynamic 
group of  scholars, but there is a level of  collegiality that 
I think is unusual in many academic environments.  I 
think there is a lot of  scope for both the graduate and 
undergraduate programs to expand in the coming years, 
and I’m looking forward to being a part of  that growth 
and evolution.

This quarter I’m teaching a graduate course—SISSA 
511—that • ts within the three-course sequence of  core 
classes for graduate students in South Asia Studies and 
allied • elds, and in the Spring quarter I’ll teach an under-
graduate course on politics of  South Asia.  Within the next 
year, I’d like to develop an undergraduate class on Indian 
political economy, one that looks at the last sixty years of  
India’s experience with various strategies of  development, 
and hopefully a class on South Asian political theory or 
political thought after that.  

Novetzke: 
Wonderful!  South Asia at UW is world-famous, and it is 
thrilling to be at an institution that is so strong, and so 
historically grounded, in the study of  South Asia.  I look 
forward to being part of  the Center’s intellectual life at the 
University and in the community at large. The chance to 
be a part of  one of  the primary locationsof  South Asia 
Studies in the world is very rewarding.  I am eager to 
undertake the challenges of  working in an international 
studies context.  My previous teaching position at the 
University of  Pennsylvania was in a department of  South 
Asia Studies, but here I am a part of  a program that is 
housed, and in conversation with, many regional areas of  
expertise.  This is a new and exciting scenario for me as 
a teacher and scholar.

What directions can we expect to see your re-
search and job take in the next few years -  or even 
months?  

Kale: The • rst priority for my own research and writing 
is to begin transforming my doctoral thesis into a book 
manuscript for publication.  I’d like to conduct some ad-

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 9)

Faculty Interview
extremely dif• cult to impress how close I became to 
Lata and her two sons, as we stayed up at night playing 
games and doing homework by candlelight when the 
electricity went out, and watching the colorful, loud 
T.V. when it didn’t.

Tara Olsen : Our study abroad program to the Hi-
malayas was so impressive because it encouraged us 
to incorporate the experiential into our classroom 
learning.  Though, when everyday living itself  is a 
challenge, this isn’t too hard.  With my mentor at 
CHIRAG, the NGO where we worked and studied, I 
planned my week long homestay with Lata to explore 
the issue of  rural women’s health.  What resulted was 
perhaps one of  the most mentally, emotionally and 
physically taxing weeks of  my life.  This week of  
• eldwork was immediately followed by a quick side 
trip with some classmates to Rishikesh and Hardwar, 
and then a class trip to the Corbett Nature Reserve 
where we saw tigers in the wild from atop an elephant.  
Upon returning to our program’s primary residence, 
Sonapani, I had been away for two straight weeks and 
desperately needed to study for a Hindi test.  My main 
thought?  That it felt so good to be home, and that 
• nding a home in this foreign and challenging place 
was an incredible opportunity in itself.

Sonapani was, indeed, an ideal home away from home.  
Ashish and Deepa Arora, our incredibly warm and 
gracious hosts, and their talented staff  of  eleven, 
never failed to anticipate or adapt to the myriad needs 
of  the students.  Should you • nd yourself  in the Ku-
maon Himalaya you owe it to yourself  to • nd your 
way to Sonapani (www.himalayanvillage.org)

Planning and recruitment for the next Ecology and Society 
in India program, during Spring Quarter 2008, is ongoing 
as I write.  Based on Tara’s extraordinary homestay experi-
ence we are planning homestays for all program participants 
this spring.  

Tara Olsen : When people ask me if  they should 
study abroad I can only say, “Yes.”  My time in India 
was the trip of  a lifetime, full of  travels and learning 
and making friends.  Summing up those months is 
hard, and the best I can do is to say that it’s easy to 
appreciate it when experiencing the extraordinary 
simply becomes a daily routine.

(Continued from page 12)
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so that three other • lms that may not have the potential of  
doing so well can also be • nanced. A lot of  management 
skills that go into corporate business in being applied to 
cinema and the old style maverick producers have been 
phased out. 

What do you think about the underworld money • nancing 
the Bombay • lm industry?

It happened for a short while, but it didn’t carry on for 
too long. It’s similar to the mob money that went into Hol-
lywood in the 1950s and early ’60s. In India, a similar thing 
happened in the late ’80s for several reasons. The source 
of  the ma• a money was mostly from smuggling, money 
laundering, real-estate business, extortion etc. A lot of  that 
money found its way into the • lm industry, but now it’s no 
longer a signi• cant amount and the government has also 
helped clean up the industry.

As a • lmmaker, how do you deal with communal issues 
in your • lms? 

Communal issues are really issues of  secularism and in 
India secularism is not de• ned as it is de• ned in America or 
the West. For us, secularism is an all-inclusive concept, not 
an exclusive one. It’s not the absence of  religion in public 
life, but rather that all religions are equal and accepted by 
the State and the Constitution. That said, we know there 
are many prejudices and colored views prevailing in our 
society. As a • lmmaker I am seriously concerned about 
these issues and that’s the reason I made • lms like Mammo, 
Sardari Begum and Zubeida. As a Rayja Sabha member, 
when communal attitudes raise their ugly head, we react 
very strongly against it because ultimately it’s our job to 
uphold the Constitution.

Are you hopeful about the secular fabric of  Indian so-
ciety? 

Obviously, I’m not at all pessimistic. You mustn’t forget 
that these problems show up along the fault lines of  society, 
but it doesn’t mean that the whole thing will crack up. We 
have to concern ourselves as to how deal with these issues. 
It’s a dynamic in which we function and it isn’t as though 
it’s a permanent condition. If  it were the case, how have we 
managed to stay together as a nation with all our diversity? 
The point is to discover what it is that holds us together. 
That said, I must point out that even though we may be 
inclusive in a sense, but we are also exclusive in another 
fashion. We are basically indifferent to each other’s com-
munal preferences. Hindus don’t particularly interfere with 

Muslims practices and vice-versa and sometime we may be 
pretty ill-informed about each other’s religions. 

What is your idea of  the political?
I’m not a member of  any political party because I don’t 

subscribe to any party point of  view. But we are all political 
by our beliefs and actions. I have a view which is secular, 
which is liberal, which sees a role for civil society and is 
concerned about social justice and changing the equations 
of  a socially and vertically hierarchical system in order to 
make it a more egalitarian society. These are my core values 
that have remained the same over years and something that 
I grew up with.

What is your opinion about censorship in India? Do you 
support it? 

There is only one reason for censorship to be around and 
that’s because of  our diversity. Our uneven, multi layered 
society with its complex set of  beliefs, prejudices and super-
stitions needs some kind of  protection. The censor board 
makes sure that • lms are functioning within the bounds of  
the Indian Constitution, but of  course in reality it is not so 
cut and dry. People, in the name of  censorship, can be very 
subjective and can cause a lot more harm than good.

What are your future plans? I heard you are working on a 
major international • lm about the great-great-great grand-
daughter of  Tipu Sultan?

I’m currently working on “Letterwriter Madhav,” which is 
a comedy and a kind of  satire about rural life in India.  It’s 
a subject that doesn’t get much play in • lms these days. 

Then there is the • lm on the life of  Noor Inayat Khan, 
the courageous Indian woman who was a secret agent in 
the Second World War and was awarded the George Cross 
for her bravery. It’s based on the best-selling and critically 
acclaimed book "The Spy Princess", by Shrabani Basu, 
with a screenplay by Lord Meghnad Desai and Kishwar 
Desai. It will be the • rst Indian • lm where the language 
will be English, French, German and Hindi and have an 
international cast. 

Do you think the Indian Diaspora is interested in • lms 
on subjects that tie in with your world view of  social egali-
tarianism?

Not really. I think there is more nostalgia among the Indian 
Diaspora. They must be given reasons why they should feel 
proud of  their country and these reasons may not always 
be true. They aren’t always concerned about current prob-
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ditional research in India, which I’ll hopefully have a 
chance to begin during Summer 2008.  I’d like to start 
a shorter, article-length project next quarter looking 
at the relationships between natural resource endow-
ment, levels of  development, and the penetration of  
private capital across India’s states.  There’s a rich litera-
ture in political science on the nature of  the “resource 
curse” that is mostly applied to cross-national analyses.  
India’s federal arrangement provides a good context 
to think about the relevance of  these arguments at the 
sub-national level.  As for new graduate student-faculty 
initiatives, there are so many students as well as faculty 
working in different disciplines across the college with 
a focus on development, infrastructure, and natural 
resources that I think a student-faculty reading group 
on these issues could bene• t all of  us.  The group 
could set modest goals, meeting once-monthly, to 
discuss articles or new books on these topics, or even 
NGO reports or government documents.  Training 
in sifting through the latter would be especially useful 
for students heading to the • eld.

Novetzke: I have several new research projects under-
way.  One is called “Love in India” and explores a genre 
of  Marathi love poem-song at the end of  the Peshwa 
era, around 1818, in Pune.  I focus on issues of  class, 
caste, and gender in this study, and how these issues 
were addressed to a particular public that changed its 
political context (from Maratha rule to British rule) 
but largely remained intact.

I have begun a project I am calling “Vignettes of  
Globalization” that details case studies of  American 
or European companies marketing products to Indian 
consumers and their encounter with Indian cultural 
forms.  For example, I plan to look at such things as: 
MTV’s entry to India (its adoption of  Bollywood and 
Indian materials over American popular music); the 
efforts of  Tetrapak to sell pasteurized milk in cartons 
to consumers accustomed to plastic bags and boiling 
their milk; and the slow evolution of  McDonald’s 
menu (“The Death of  Maharaja Mac”) etc.

Faculty Interview
lems in India and don’t really want to deal with thorny 
social issues. Most people came to a foreign country to 
escape these very problems in their home country, so I 
don’t see them wanting to really seek it out as a form of  
entertainment.

Thank you so much, it was great to talk with you.
Thank you as well! It was a pleasure.

Shyam Benegal 
(Continued from page 14)
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Book Sale Nov. 16-17
The South and Southeast Asia Centers are joining forces 

for a book sale on  November 16-17 to help raise funds 
for our outreach programs.  If you've  enjoyed South and 
Southeast Asia Center receptions or other social events   
hosted by the Centers, please brong your friends and sup-
port this sale, and consider making a contribution of books,  
artifacts, baked goods (delivered on the day of the sale) or 
your volunteer  time to help us make this event a success.  
Bags or boxes of books should be  labeled "South Asia Book 
Sale" and dropped off here at the Center prior to  Thursday, 
November 15.
We already have almost 1000 books gathered--some  are 

rare or out of print. Some are considered  classics in South 
and Southeast Asian studies.  So please stop by and bring  a 
friend (or two), and help us to make this the most successful 
book sale to  date.
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•Sustainable Development: concepts & contexts in 
India

(SISSA 3xx, 5 creed its)

This course offers an analysis of  the ideas of  sustainable 
development. First, we review the emergence of  the con-
cepts and the de• nitions of  the term sustainable develop-
ment in the last three decade s of  the 20th century. Second, 
we re• ect on the historical perspectives for the concepts 
and practices forming the science, culture and politics 
of  sustainability and development. Third, we examine 
sustainable development in the context of  our study site; 
the everyday livelihood practices (in education, in human 
health, in forest ecology), the role of  state institutions, 
and in principles and practices of  the non -governmental 
organization CHIRAG.

•Pahari and Indian Culture

(SISSA399, 5 credits)

This course is an introduction to the dynamic cultures of  
India.  Special emphasis will be on the region of  the program, 
the Kumaon Himalaya. Students will read historical novels, 
view contemporary cinema, live theatre and music and lecture 

demonstrations with eminent scholars.  

See observations by Tara Olson, a student on this program in 
Autumn, 2006, and Keith Goyden, the leader of  the program 
in Autumn, 2006, on page 12 of  this newsletter.

Study Abroad
(Continued from page6)
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