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Greetings! We are, much to my surprise, already in Spring 
after a busy Winter.  I suspect my feeling that Winter sped by 
in a blink was partly due to my own commitments last quarter 
which included teaching two undergraduate coursesÐSocial 
Movements in India and Women and International Eco-
nomic Development-- and a trip to the University of Tromso, 
Norway, to deliver the keynote lectures at a symposium on 
ªGender, Poverty, and Social Transformation.º  I presented 
my current research on " e Modern Girl Around the World 
and Commodity Exchange, Global Markets and Gendered 
Poverty: Feminist commodity chain analysis.  It was an excit-
ing opportunity, funded by the Nordic Africa Institute, to 
talk with faculty and doctoral students from Scandinavia and 
Africa.  " e model of scholarly exchange between Scandina-
vian and African universities is an inspiring one that I hope 
the South Asia Center can one day emulate. Of course, it 
helps that the Norwegian government backs these initiatives 
with ample funds!

More generally, the South Asia community at the University 
of Washington took part in a splendid intellectual repast this 
Winter which has left, in its trail, much food for thought. " e 
year began with a symposium on ªMedieval Islamic History 
and Mysticism in Indo-Persian Culturesº which we co-hosted 

with the Depart-
ment of Near 
Eastern Lan-
guages and Civi-
lizations; South 
A s i a  f a c u l t y 
members Rich-
ard Salomon and 
Michael Shapiro 
presented papers 
at the sympo-
sium; Purnima 

Dhavan and Jennifer Dubrow were discussants. Early January 
was also enriched by four lectures on South Asian Cinema 
and Media Studies.  Two speakers, Amit Rai, Florida State 
University, and Anustup Basu, University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign focused on ªnew media ecologiesº: contemporary 
forms of web-technologies, ® lm, & music which overlap and 
produce di# erent bio-sensory experiences, as Rai argued, and 
replace the old moral certainties of Indian cinema by what 
Basu calls ªgeo-televisual informatics.º Two other speak-
ers, Anupama Kapse, 
UC Berkeley, and Su-
dhir Mahadevan, NYU, 
focused on early film. 
Kapse, compared the 
use of melodrama in 
the earlier Naushad ® lm 
Aurat to his later and, 
of course, much better 
known Mother India, 
to demonstrate how the 
® gure of the woman in 
Aurat becomes coded 
as the nation in Mother 
India by giving up some 
of her earlier contrari-
ness. Mahadevan dem-
onstrated how visual 
materialsÐphotographs, lithographs and cinema-- became 
commodities by tracking how claims and counter-claims to 
authorship and copyright were fought over in court cases in 
the early decades of the twentieth century.  In addition to 
sparking great conversations, our visitors shared a rich visual 
archive with us.  

A second series of talks were on the Indian diaspora. Neha 
Vora, UC Irvine, talked about the Indian middle-class diaspo-

O n  t h e  o u t r e a c h 
f ront ,  one of  our 
activities has been the 
provision of extensive 
programming for the 
general public and 
media about the ever 
evolving situation in 
Pakistan.
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SACPAN 2008 -  Graduate Student and Faculty Conference, 
February 29 - March 1st, 2008. 

Around sunrise on a chilly February morning,  graduate students 
and South Asianists  set out from the University of Washington 
for the University of British Columbia to attend the South Asian 
Colloquium of the Paci® c Northwest (SACPAN). ! e confer-
ence, now in its 42nd year, alternates between Seattle, WA and 
Vancouver, BC and brings together graduate students from UW 
and UBC as well as South Asian scholars from around the United 
States.  In addition to the two sponsoring institutions, this year's 
conference saw representation from Columbia University, Uni-
versity of California Los Angeles, Harvard University, Brown 
University, and the University of Michigan.  In keeping with 
the nature of a regionally focused conference, presenters came 
from a variety of disciplines, including anthropology, economics, 
philosophy, history, 
environmental man-
agement, art history, 
and museology.

T h e  c o n f e re n c e 
spanned two days, 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y 
29-March 1st.  ! e 
® rst day o" ered a fo-
rum for twelve gradu-
ate student presen-
tations divided into 
four themes.  Present-
ers for ªGlobal En-
vironment and Pub-
lic Healthº included 
Julia Freeman and 
Conor Reynolds, both 
enrolled in UBC's In-
stitute for Resources 
and Environmental 
Management.  Freeman focused on seed banks and the debate 
surrounding genetically engineered cotton in India.  Reynolds 
addressed the e" ects of switching auto rickshaws from fuel 
to natural gas on Delhi's pollution levels.  ! e second topic, 
ªKnowledge Production in South Asiaº included presentations 
by Adrienne Fast, an Art History student at UBC who deliv-
ered a dynamic talk on illustrations of the Bengali famine, and 
Ashish Nangia, doctoral candidate, University of Washington, 

As part of the South Asia Center's Summer Study program, a 
study abroad program will investigate the ways hill and forest 
communities interact with their environment and culture in 
the Himalayas. ! is is an annual study abroad program led by 
Keith Goyden. 

! e South Asia Center is sponsoring a bi-monthly Chai Series 
in Spring 2008.  Speakers to date for the Chai series are Tapoja 
Chaudhury, Saher Romani, Elizabeth Brady, who will speak 
on varied topics. ! e Chai Series will also serve as a forum for 
Student-Sta" -Faculty interaction.  ! e ® rst of the Chai Series 
for Spring Quarter is on April 11. 

William Mazzarella Colloquium : William Mazzarella will speak 
in Colloquium sponsored by the South Asia Center on May 12, 
2008. Assistant Professor of Anthropology and of Social Sciences 
at the University of Chicago, Mazzarella writes and teaches on 
mass media, globalization, public culture and consumerism, 
critical theory, commodity aesthetics, and post-coloniality in 
contemporary India. His book, Shoveling Smoke (Duke, 2003), 
is an ethnography of the Bombay advertising business and its 
role in the rise and elaboration of mass consumerism in India 
in the 1980s and 1990s. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Paci® c Northwest, hosted this year by the University of Brit-
ish Columbia. ! e Center for India and South Asia Research 
at UBC  arranged a stimulating line-up of speakers, a vibrant, 
graduate-student pre-conference and a veritable banquet at the 
conference dinner and lunch. As I mentioned to Ashok Kotwal, 
Director of the Center, it will be a hard act to follow next April 
when it will be our turn to host SACPAN. For more on the 
conference please see the accompanying report.

On the outreach front, one of our activities has been the provi-
sion of extensive programming for the general public and media 
about the ever evolving situation in Pakistan. Since November, 
2007, we have held eight events which were designed to explain 
political issues in Pakistan, their implications for international 
relations, and for US foreign policy.  Cabeiri Robinson and 
Keith Snodgrass have also appeared on radio and in print to 
present expert commentaries on Pakistan. A session of the 
Jackson School's ªHotspotsº series entitled ªMilitaries and 
Democracies in ! ailand and Pakistan,º drew a number of 
students, faculty and community members. In partnership with 
the Seattle Times newspaper, we continue our highly successful 
Newspapers in Education Series, which reaches large audiences 
of underserved student populations with easily accessible ar-
ticles, a teacher and study guide, and a workshop for teachers 
o" ered in advance of article publication. 

Our study abroad program on Ecology and Society in India 
is currently underway in the Kumaon foot-hills of the Hima-
layas. Twelve students are attending the program, and, so far, 
are by all accounts, loving it. ! is year we have been fortunate 
in that the course on Regional Culture and History is being 
taught by Dr. Shekhar Pathak. Dr. Pathak has been named the 
ª Encyclopaedia of the Himalayaº  so immense is his knowledge 
of his region. 

We have a busy Spring ahead with lots of chais, speakers, 
symposia and outreach activities. I hope to meet you at one or 
more of these gatherings.

Best wishes,
Priti Ramamurthy 

(Continued from page 1)

ra in Dubai to demonstrate how they spread Indian-ness be-
yond the nation and Sareeta Amrute, New School, presented 
an ethnography of Indian Information Technology young 
professionals in Germany, tracking their self-understandings 
to earlier ways in which science was embraced by the colonial 
and post-colonial state in India. We welcomed back into our 
midst two scholars who had visiting positions at UW some 
years ago: Kaushik Ghosh, UT Austin, who presented his 
research with anti-dam adivasi activists in Jharkhand and 
Ramya Sreenivasan, SUNY Bu" alo, whose excellent book, 
! e Many Lives of a Rajput Queen (UW Press, 2007) has 
just been published. Ramya talked about her new research 
on how Rajput-ness came to be de® ned in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. ! e other intellectual highlight of the quarter 
was SACPAN, the annual South Asia Conference of the 
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UW SACPAN Contingent - Front Row (left to right) : Elizabeth Le Brady, Priti Ramamurthy, Purnima Dhavan, Jameel 
Ahmad, Jennifer Dubrow, Amy Stern. Back Row : Kellie Holzer, Madhavi Murty, Leah Koskimaki, Juned Shaikh, William 
Lindsey, Anshuman Pandey, Ashish Nangia 

• e Washington South Asia Report is published three times a year from 
Seattle, Washington. • e South Asia Center is a U.S. Department of 
Education Title VI Funded N ational Resource Center.

Editor: Keith Snodgrass
Ass. Editor: Ashish Nangia
South Asia Center director: Priti Ramamurthy

206.543.4800
sascuw@u.washintgon.edu
jsis.washington.edu/soasia/

RECENT EVENTS

SACPAN 2008 -  Graduate Student and Faculty Conference, 
February 29 - March 1st, 2008. 

Around sunrise on a chilly February morning,  graduate students 
and South Asianists  set out from the University of Washington 
for the University of British Columbia to attend the South Asian 
Colloquium of the Paci® c Northwest (SACPAN). • e confer-
ence, now in its 42nd year, alternates between Seattle, WA and 
Vancouver, BC and brings together graduate students from UW 
and UBC as well as South Asian scholars from around the United 
States.  In addition to the two sponsoring institutions, this year's 
conference saw representation from Columbia University, Uni-
versity of California Los Angeles, Harvard University, Brown 
University, and the University of Michigan.  In keeping with 
the nature of a regionally focused conference, presenters came 
from a variety of disciplines, including anthropology, economics, 
philosophy, history, 
environmental man-
agement, art history, 
and museology.

T h e  c o n f e re n c e 
spanned two days, 
f r o m  F e b r u a r y 
29-March 1st.  • e 
® rst day o! ered a fo-
rum for twelve gradu-
ate student presen-
tations divided into 
four themes.  Present-
ers for ªGlobal En-
vironment and Pub-
lic Healthº included 
Julia Freeman and 
Conor Reynolds, both 
enrolled in UBC's In-
stitute for Resources 
and Environmental 
Management.  Freeman focused on seed banks and the debate 
surrounding genetically engineered cotton in India.  Reynolds 
addressed the e! ects of switching auto rickshaws from fuel 
to natural gas on Delhi's pollution levels.  • e second topic, 
ªKnowledge Production in South Asiaº included presentations 
by Adrienne Fast, an Art History student at UBC who deliv-
ered a dynamic talk on illustrations of the Bengali famine, and 
Ashish Nangia, doctoral candidate, University of Washington, 

discussed the architecture of Chandigarh and its relationship to 
postcolonial modernism.  

After lunch, six presenters addressed the third and fourth top-
ics.  On the topic of ª(Re)presenting Di! erenceº, Simon Fraser 
University's Mandeep Basi examined Ayurvedic medicine from 
a sociology perspective and UW's Molly Dalessandro o! ered a 
comparative analysis of Sikh representation in museum exhibi-
tions.  • e last topic, ªPolitical Society: Unraveling and Recon-
® guring the Indian Stateº, showcased work from UW alumnus 
Anshuman Pandey on the Maithili language movement and the 
UW's Leah Koskimaki on Uttarakhand youth and masculinity.  
UBC's David Geary investigated corrupt land acquisition in 
Bodh Gaya, and his colleague Nishant Chadha closed the day by 
o! ering a controversial look at caste from an economist's perspec-
tive. (Continued on page 4)
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Launch of Degrees Without Freedom
In a well attended event, Craig Je• rey, Associate Professor, 
launched his new co-authored book Degree Without Freedom 
at the University Book Store, Seattle on March 10th. Professor 
Je! rey talked about his ® eld research amongst unemployed, 
yet educated, youth in north India, and the ways in which 
unemployment and politics e! ect youth culture in India. " e 
talk was attended by members of the UW body and the general 
public.   See faculty news in this issue for further details.

Elliott Bay Books Events
Two events were co-sponsored by the South Asia Center at 
the Elliot Bay Book Company, Seattle.  On January 22nd,  
Tahmima Anam talked about her new book A Golden Age : A 
Novel. Set in 1971 Bangladesh, the novel traces Rehana's nar-
rative with her two children, as she struggles with domestic 
life and the war. In another event on February 25, Manil Suri 
launched ! e Age of Shiva, a sequel to his ® rst novel ! e Death 
of Vishnu.   

Return Visit of Ramya Sreenivasan
Ramya Sreenivasan, History faculty at SUNY Bu! alo, talked 
about her book ! e Many Lives of a Rajput Queen at the Jackson 
School on March 13th.  Her book is published by the University 
of Washington Press.  Professor Sreenivasan was a valuable part 
of the UW community as Visiting Professor of South Asian 
Studies in 2003-2004.

Medieval Islamic Mysticism and History in Indo-Persian 
Cultures
At the symposium on Medieval Islamic Mysticism and History 
in Indo-Persian Cultures (January 17-18, 2008) scholars and 
students from the University of Washington and elsewhere pre-
sented their work.  Among the UW participants were Richard 
Salomon, Priti Ramamurthy, Jameel Ahmad, Purnima Dhavan, 
Jennifer Dubrow, and Michael Shapiro. 

Frank F Conlon
panded edition of his long-out-of-print 
World: ! e Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmans, 1708-2008 
title).  Recent publications include: #Dining Out in Bombay/
Mumbai#  in Sujata Patel and Kushal Deb, eds., Urban Stud-
ies (OUP Delhi 2006),  #Rethinking Our Notions of India# 
Education About Asia (2006) and #Birth of a Jati# in Ishita 
Banerjee-Dube, ed., Caste in History (OUP Delhi 2007). Frank 
continues serving on the editorial boards of South Asia and Con-
temporary South Asia and remains editor of H-ASIA which he 
co-founded in 1994.  " is year he has been elected President of 
H-Net: Humanities and Social Sciences Online
Director of the Bibliography of Asian Studies Online for the 
Association for Asian Studies.  On February 1, he gave a talk 
#Bombay Tramways and Urban Development# to the Forum for 
Urban Studies in South Asia at the University of Washington.  
He will be a participant in the conference of the British Asso-
ciation for South Asian Studies at the University of Leicester in 
March and the Asian Studies Association of Australia conference 
in Melbourne in July.

India, it is better understood as a contradictory resource, provid-
ing marginalized youth with certain freedoms but also drawing 
them more tightly into systems of inequality. " e book advances 
this argument through detailed case studies of educated but un-
employed or underemployed young men in rural western Uttar 
Pradesh. " is book draws on fourteen months© ethnographic 
research with young men from middle caste Hindu, Muslim, 
and ex-Untouchable backgrounds. In addition to o! ering a new 
perspective on how education a! ects the rural poor in South 
Asia, Degrees Without Freedom? includes in-depth re ̄ection 
on the politics of modernity, changing rural masculinities, and 
caste and communal politics.

(Continued from page 3)
On the second day of 

the conference, six South Asian professors presented their work 
to a standing room only audience.  " e conference opened with 
Harvard University Sanskritist, Parimal Patil, examining the use 
and creation of a history of Buddhist philosophy.  Next, UCLA 
history professor Sanjay Subrahmanyam narrarated a colorful 
account of radical enlightenment author Bernard Picart's history 
of world religions, including Hinduism. Subrahmayam elicited 
laughter from the crowd as he told a story of the plagiarism, 
corruption, and atheist ambition of Picart and some of his pre-
decessors. Columbia's Akeel Bilgrami continued the enlighten-
ment theme with his presentation on Gandhi's relationship to 
the writings of the enlightenment.  

In the afternoon of the second day, UW history department 
chair Anne Murphy introduced Professor Purnima Dhavan, 
who spoke about Sikh loyalties and military employment in 
18th century Punjab.  Dhavan captivated the audience with 
her description of real politicking and the pressures and val-
ues of several Sikh historical ® gures. Next, sociologist Patrick 
Heller of Brown University presented on the challenges of 
decentralization.  " e ® nal presentation was given by UBC 
professor Shakya Tsering, who discussed the concept of India 

in the Tibetan imagination.  Tsering's talk stemmed from a 
recent conversation with the event's host, Ashok Kotwal, and 
he encouraged his fellow presenters and other members of the 
audience to participate in the discussion.

Catered lunches and a sumptuous Indian dinner bu! et o! ered 
sustenance as well as networking opportunities for faculty and 
students.  A highlight of the conference was the hospitality of 
UBC participants who opened their homes for the night to 
visitors from the University of Washington.  Special thanks are 
in order for Priti Ramamurthy, head of UW's South Asia Cen-
ter, and Keith Snodgrass, Associate Director of the Center and  
presenter Ashish Nangia, who helped to coordinate transport, 
home-stays, and participation among the UW attendees.  " e 
SACPAN Conference set a high standard for UW's hosting of 
the conference next year, though there is little doubt that the 
South Asia Center community will rise to the challenge.

(Elizabeth Brady, who reported on the SACPAN Conference,  
is currently pursuing a Master's degree in South Asian Studies 
at the University of Washington). 

OTHER RECENT EVENTS
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Christian Lee Novetzke's book, Religion and Public Memory, is 
in press for a release in September 2008.  He has  an AIIS-NEH 
grant to start a new research project called "Love at the End of 
Empire:  Public Culture at the End of the Maratha Empire in 
India."  He plans to start this research in the summer. He is part 
of the steering committee for Religion in South Asia Section 
of the American Academy of Religion, as well as an editor for 
Religion Compass for South Asian Religions.

Purnima Dhavan gave 4 
conference papers on Sikh 
history in the last year. 
Two of these were at the 
Association of Asian Stud-
ies Annual Meeting at Bos-

ton, and the American Historical Association Annual Meeting 
at Washington D.C. She published a paper titled ªRedemptive 
Pasts and Imperiled Futures:  ! e Writing of a Sikh History,º in 
Sikh Formations:  Religion, Culture, ! eory, Vol. 3, no. 2, (Dec) 
2007. In addition, she has two articles forthcoming: ªRam Sukh 
Rao's Jassa Singh Binod:  A Novel Approach to Writing a Sikh 
History,º in Patronage, Performance, and Pilgrimage:  Channels 
of the Flow of Religious Exchange in Early Modern India, edited 
by Heidi Pauwels; and ªTracing Gender in the Myths and Prac-
tices of the Eighteenth-Century Khalsaº in Gender in Sikhism, 
ed. Doris Jakobsh. New Delhi:  Oxford University Press.

Manish Chalana was invited  by the United States Depart-
ment of State to participate in a Speaker Program on Heritage 
Conservation in December 2007. ! is was a ® ve city tour 
where he met with practitioners, policymakers and academics 
to discuss global strategies on heritage management. He is also 
leading a study-abroad program to the Kumaon Himalaya in 
Summer 2008, more details are at http://courses.washington.
edu/kumaon/

Paul Brass was the Chair and Discussant at the panel on 
"Electoral ethnographies: Understanding the working of Indian 
politics" at the Annual Conference on South Asia in Madison, 
Wisconsin, 11-14 October 2007. He presented a paper on 
"Forms of Collective Violence in South Asia" at the conference 
on Religion and Violence at Yale University, 17 February 2008, 
as well as a lecture on the same subject at University of Texas, 
27 February 2008. Dr. Brass will be a discussant on a book 
panel on Jacques Semelin©s Purify and Destroy: ! e Political 

Frank F Conlon is completing the writing of a revised and ex-
panded edition of his long-out-of-print A Caste in a Changing 
World: ! e Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmans, 1708-2008 (revised 
title).  Recent publications include: "Dining Out in Bombay/
Mumbai"  in Sujata Patel and Kushal Deb, eds., Urban Stud-
ies (OUP Delhi 2006),  "Rethinking Our Notions of India" 
Education About Asia (2006) and "Birth of a Jati" in Ishita 
Banerjee-Dube, ed., Caste in History (OUP Delhi 2007). Frank 
continues serving on the editorial boards of South Asia and Con-
temporary South Asia and remains editor of H-ASIA which he 
co-founded in 1994.  ! is year he has been elected President of 
H-Net: Humanities and Social Sciences Online.  He is Managing 
Director of the Bibliography of Asian Studies Online for the 
Association for Asian Studies.  On February 1, he gave a talk 
"Bombay Tramways and Urban Development" to the Forum for 
Urban Studies in South Asia at the University of Washington.  
He will be a participant in the conference of the British Asso-
ciation for South Asian Studies at the University of Leicester in 
March and the Asian Studies Association of Australia conference 
in Melbourne in July.

Craig Je! rey published Degrees Without 
Freedom? : Education, Masculinities and Un-
employment in North India . Stanford Uni-
versity Press (2008).  ! e book re-evaluates 
debates on education, modernity, and social 
change in contemporary development stud-
ies and anthropology. Education is widely 
imputed with the capacity to transform the 
prospects of the poor. But in the context of 
widespread unemployment in rural north 

India, it is better understood as a contradictory resource, provid-
ing marginalized youth with certain freedoms but also drawing 
them more tightly into systems of inequality. ! e book advances 
this argument through detailed case studies of educated but un-
employed or underemployed young men in rural western Uttar 
Pradesh. ! is book draws on fourteen months© ethnographic 
research with young men from middle caste Hindu, Muslim, 
and ex-Untouchable backgrounds. In addition to o# ering a new 
perspective on how education a# ects the rural poor in South 
Asia, Degrees Without Freedom? includes in-depth re ̄ection 
on the politics of modernity, changing rural masculinities, and 
caste and communal politics.

: FACULTY NEWS :

(Continued from page 6)
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Body of the Living Martyr: the Family and Jihad in Kashmirº 
to the faculty of Anthropology at the University of Chicago.  
She is currently completing her book manuscript entitled 
Body of the Victim, Body of the Warrior: Muslim Refugees and 
the Kashmir Jihad.  Prof. Robinson also recently co-organized 
the South Asia Council Sponsored Panels ªSouth Asian Social 
Imaginaries: Globalized and Regionalized Modernitiesº at the 
Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting 2008.  She has 
added several new courses to the South Asian Studies curricu-
lum in the past 2 years.  A new graduate seminar SIS/Anth 523 
ªSeminar on Religious and Political Violenceº will be taught 
annually; in 2007, the theme of the seminar was ªSacri® cial 
States: Martyrdom and Modernity,º and in 2008 the theme was 
ªEncounters with Religio-Political Violenceº.  In Winter 2007, 
she lead an undergraduate Task Force in the Jackson School on 
the topic of ªHumanitarian Relief and Reconstruction Policy 
after the SA Earthquakeº; the students presented their report to 
an external evaluator from Mercy Corps, and to a representative 
of the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Author-
ity (ERRA) in Pakistan.  In Spring 2009, she will teach a new 
undergraduate seminar on ªPolitical Islam and Contemporary 
Islamist Movementsº which will feature a module on Pakistan.  
In the past months, Professor Robinson has served as a resource 
to a number of national and international news outlets inter-
ested in critical developments in Pakistan.  She has provided 
background information and critical commentary for journalists 
representing major national and international print media and 
appeared in interviews for NPR.

  : STUDENT NEWS : 
 
Oral Defense 
William (Luke) Lindsey successfully defended his MA thesis 
in SA studies, entitled "Domestic Politics and Indian Foreign 
Policy Towards Sri Lanka: An Analysis of Domestic Political 
Strategies in Tami Nadu and the Sri Lankan Con ̄ict from 
1996-2006".  ! e MAIS degree will be conferred in June 
2008. Lindsey's principal advisers were Craig Je# rey and Ca-
beiri Robinson. 
 
Scholarships
Juned Shaikh, PhD Candidate, History, was awarded an 
American Institute of Indian Studies Fellowship for 2008, 
for research on his doctoral dissertation on dock workers of 
Bombay. 

(Continued from page 5)

Uses of Massacre and Genocide at the Association for the 
Study of Nationalities annual meeting in New York, 10-13 
April 2008. He will deliver a lecture, again on "Forms of 
Collective Violence," at Birmingham University, U. K. on 
9 May 2008, as well as one at the London School of Eco-
nomics on "! e Origins of the Permit-License-Quota Raj" 
on 12 May 2008. In addition, he will lecture at an Oxford 
University seminar on "Urban Development at the Expense 
of the Peasantry: Land Acquisition in Ghaziabad and the 
Cultivators (1950-1964)" on 14 May, and ® nally a paper on 
ªA Death in the Familyº at the conference on Femininities 
and Masculinities in Indian Politics, Edinburgh, 15-16 May 
2008.  Finally, a "Commentary: A Reply from Paul R. Brass," 
appeared in South Asia: Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. XXXI, 
no. 1, April 2008, pp. 213-15.

Heidi Pauwels  in March 2004, organized a Bollywood 
Symposium at the Asian Art Museum, Seattle sponsored by 
the South Asia Center with Simpson Center of Humanities 
Support, called "Classics on Celluloid: Bollywood recasting 
the Tradition." ! e papers presented at this occasion plus 
some by internationally reknowned scholars have now been 
published by Routledge.  ! e collection has ® ve parts, study-
ing how the epics, classic Sanskrit drama, devotional poetry, 
Urdu literature, colonial novels,and post-colonial literature 
are reworked in popular ® lm:  Part 3 has a section on Meera's 
Songs by Heidi Pauwels. 

Cabeiri deBergh Robinson, Assistant Professor of Inter-
national Studies and Adjunct Ass. Prof. of Anthropology, 
has presented several recent papers on the topic of her new 
research on the role of Islamic militant organizations in 
process of providing humanitarian relief and in ̄uencing 
reconstruction process after the Pakistan earthquake of 
2005.  She presented aspects of this research in conference 
panels at the Madison South Asia Conference in 2006 and 
the Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting in 2007.  
She also presented the paper Faultlines and Lines of Control: 
Islamist Charities, Humanitarian Organizations, and the 
Pakistan Military in the Earthquake Relief and Reconstruc-
tion Project by invitation at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, Washington, DC in May 2007.  She 
also continues the work she began in her previous research 
and recently presented a paper entitled ªSex, Death, and the 

FACULTY NEWS (continued)
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  : NEW SOUTH ASIA LIBRARY HOLDINGS  : 

successfully defended his MA thesis 
in SA studies, entitled "Domestic Politics and Indian Foreign 
Policy Towards Sri Lanka: An Analysis of Domestic Political 
Strategies in Tami Nadu and the Sri Lankan Con ̄ict from 

2008. Lindsey's principal advisers were Craig Je# rey and Ca-

for research on his doctoral dissertation on dock workers of 

Michael C. Shapiro is Professor and 
Chair of the Department of Asian 
Languages and Literature at the Uni-
versity of Washington.  He spoke with 
Christine Karwoski on his past and 
current interests, career and future 
projects. 

CK: Have you always been interested in 
South Asian literature and linguistics? 

MS: ! e quick answer to the story is 
no, and in fact I got into this busi-
ness through a long and almost un-
reconstructable chain of events and go 
back far enough, and it's a question of 
how far you want to push this.  ! e 
one thing I knew in high school, the 
one thing I was not interested in was 
foreign languages. 

CK: What.?

MS: ! is is true. I remember in high 
school I took the minimum amount 
of foreign language, I took Spanish, 
for the usual reason- I thought it was 
going to be easy.  I dropped it as soon 
as humanly possible and substituted 
science courses. Which just shows 
about how useful the predictions are 
that you make in high school are. So 
when I entered college it was as a music 
major. ! at was what I was extremely 
passionate about and that lasted about 
a year because I was in what I can only 
describe as a take no prisoners music 
program and I was hindered by an acute 
lack of talent, which is somewhat of a 
drawback in music school. So I started 
out there but then I went in rapid 
succession through a whole bunch of 

! e South Asia holdings at the University of Washington 
Libraries have additions that Deepa Banerjee, South Asian 
Studies Librarian, lists out.   As a starter resource, the South 
Asian Studies Subject Page is at http://www.lib.washington.
edu/subject/librarians/dbaner.html. ! is page includes links 
to catalogs, databases and internet sites for ® nding books, 
articles and other information.

Two new links Open Access Journals From India  and Use-
ful Links to South Asian Topics/Subjects  have been added 
to this subject page. From the Open Access journals page 
access is available to full text Science, Technology and Social 
Science journals including   South Asia Mutidisciplinary 
Academic Journal  which is a new peer-reviewed Open Ac-
cess journal of Social Science research on South Asia.
In addition, Deepa's blog lists new acquisitions and re-
lated news at (http://lib.washington.edu/rss/intlStudies/
sasiablog/) or from South Asian studies subject page (right 
side of the screen)(http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/
SouthAsia/) 

To receive all the library updates automatically, please 
subscribe to RSS feed at http://uwsouthasia.blogspot.com/
feeds/posts/default

South Asian Collections
If you want to take a look at a list of recent additions to our 
collections, please visit http://www.lib.washington.edu/rss/
intlStudies/newacq/SASIA/ . To receive continuous updates 
of your choice new arrivals please subscribe to RSS feeds at 
http://lib.washington.edu/rss/intlStudies/rss.html

Major Acquisitions since 2006
! e Suzzallo library's South Asia section has acquired some 
major additions to the collections through South Asia 
Center's Title VI Funding since 2006. Title VI funding 
is funded nationally by the US Department of Education 
under Title VI of the Higher Education Act of 1965. ! ese 
new Additions include  

Times of India Micro® lms 1997-2003
! e Tribune micro® lms 1948-1960

(continued on page 11)

(continued on page 10)
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  : BOOK REVIEWS  : 

ªI wanted to write about what it means to grow 
up in a complicated place, in a complicated 
country, and face the world with a complicated 
insight.º 
- Kiran Desai at ! ird Place Books in Seattle, 
April 2007

Kiran Desai's ! e Inheritance of Loss is steeped 
in complexity as it spans generations and 
countries, capturing a sentiment Desai herself 
has experienced ± feeling foreign in one's own 
country.  In the book, 16-year-old Sai lives 
with her grandfather (a retired judge) and his 
cook in Kalimpong near the border of Nepal.  
As a separatist movement brews around them, 
Sai's romance, the judge's haunting memories, 
their friendships with wealthy Indians and 
foreign nationals, and the cook's son's ordeals 
as an illegal immigrant in New York all ques-
tion what it means to belong to a particular 
place or country, especially one with such an 
intricate history. ! ese two themes Ðplace 
and countryÐare inevitably linked to rela-
tionships ± all of which ultimately lead Desai 
to her ªcomplicated insights,º which tie in to 
greater questions of dignity and identity. 

! roughout the book, a tension between the natural and built 
environment is palpable. Desai spends considerable time on 
the creepy, crawly wilds of Kalimpong's moisture-rich environs. 
! e judge's house grows tired under layers of humidity. She 
follows curls of fog as they settle into every corner, pulling the 
regal wood structures slowly apart, and tarnishing the fading 
appearance of a class and status acquired through the judge's 
civil service position in an increasingly distant past. 

As Kalimpong's Ghorka separatist movement brews stronger, 
the lives of Sai's sheltered Anglophile-Indian community 
is increasingly encroached upon by forces other than the 
natural world. As the estate of her tutor-aunties, Noni and 
Lola, becomes a new settlement area for out-of-town rebels, 
the reader is given the impression that this is the story of a 
changing region, with a past that means very di" erent things 
to its residents. ! is ªcomplicated placeº is claimed by a both 
an increasingly salient identity movement, tied to the place 

through ethnic history, and a privileged 
class identity, brought together by the his-
tory of a hill station, famous for its elite 
boarding schools and tourist getaways. 

The ªcomplicated countryº that Desai 
writes about is both India and the U.S., 
and in the case of the young migrant Biju 
(the cook's son), the spaces where those two 
countries meet. We found Biju's story to be 
the saddest and most compelling. Woven 
throughout the book are scenes from his 
life: meeting other illegal migrants in the 
backs of New York City kitchens, feeling 
torn by the persistent letters from his father 
back in Kalimpong, and continuing to 
struggle with class di" erence as he delivers 
Indian food to wealthy desis living in the 
U.S. ! e dreams and hopes of Biju's father, 
still cooking for Sai and her uncle back 
home, underscore this tension between the 
aspirations and realities of migration. Biju's 
story also parallel the struggle to belong and 
® t in that most residents of Kalimpong face, 
even if they are from the same country.  It 

drives home Desai's point that ªimmigrant issues are not merely 
Western issues.º

Indeed, we see issues of migration a" ecting Kalimpong once 
the rebellion is in full force ± the boarding schools empty out, 
foreign nationals are forced to leave, and residents are forced 
to stay.  As the chaos intensi® es, the borders between native vs. 
foreign and rich vs. poor become blurred.  We ® nd the char-
acters, regardless of class, in a ® ght to maintain their dignity.  
Sai's romance with her tutor Gyan is just one casualty of this 
struggle.  Sai is educated in an English boarding school, eats 
with utensils, and has no desire to leave Kalimpong.  Yet she 
seems asexual and childlike, because she never asserts herself 
outside of her own life and home.  Gyan, on the other hand, 
is locally educated, eats with his hands, and has no prospects 
for employment or supporting his parents in Kalimpong.  To 
a#  rm his masculinity, Gyan joins the separatist movement 
and Sai comes to represent everything he is ® ghting against.  
In fact, most relationships in Kalimpong come to be de® ned 
by symbolic struggles beyond the separatist movement.  Ulti-

The Inheritance of Loss 
By Kiran Desai 

Atlantic Monthly Press, 2005
336 Pages, $24.00 

ISBN-10: 0871139294

(continued on page 8)

(continued from page 8)
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through ethnic history, and a privileged 
class identity, brought together by the his-
tory of a hill station, famous for its elite 
boarding schools and tourist getaways. 

The ªcomplicated countryº that Desai 
writes about is both India and the U.S., 
and in the case of the young migrant Biju 
(the cook's son), the spaces where those two 
countries meet. We found Biju's story to be 
the saddest and most compelling. Woven 
throughout the book are scenes from his 
life: meeting other illegal migrants in the 
backs of New York City kitchens, feeling 
torn by the persistent letters from his father 
back in Kalimpong, and continuing to 
struggle with class di! erence as he delivers 
Indian food to wealthy desis living in the 
U.S. " e dreams and hopes of Biju's father, 
still cooking for Sai and her uncle back 
home, underscore this tension between the 
aspirations and realities of migration. Biju's 
story also parallel the struggle to belong and 
® t in that most residents of Kalimpong face, 
even if they are from the same country.  It 

drives home Desai's point that ªimmigrant issues are not merely 

Indeed, we see issues of migration a! ecting Kalimpong once 
the rebellion is in full force ± the boarding schools empty out, 
foreign nationals are forced to leave, and residents are forced 
to stay.  As the chaos intensi® es, the borders between native vs. 
foreign and rich vs. poor become blurred.  We ® nd the char-
acters, regardless of class, in a ® ght to maintain their dignity.  
Sai's romance with her tutor Gyan is just one casualty of this 
struggle.  Sai is educated in an English boarding school, eats 
with utensils, and has no desire to leave Kalimpong.  Yet she 
seems asexual and childlike, because she never asserts herself 
outside of her own life and home.  Gyan, on the other hand, 
is locally educated, eats with his hands, and has no prospects 
for employment or supporting his parents in Kalimpong.  To 
a#  rm his masculinity, Gyan joins the separatist movement 
and Sai comes to represent everything he is ® ghting against.  
In fact, most relationships in Kalimpong come to be de® ned 
by symbolic struggles beyond the separatist movement.  Ulti-

mately, Sai and Gyan's romance must fail for them to preserve 
their dignity.         

In the end, there is no single character that ª® ts in,º regardless of 
class.  " e pressure of living in a complicated place and country 
takes its toll on the characters' abilities to form solid relation-
ships outside of their immediate families.  Friendships go out 
the window when hard times hit.  To a degree, this leaves the 
reader feeling hopeless, as if the plot has taken the characters 
through an intricate loop, but no further ± they are no better o!  
than when they began.  But that's not to say that Desai's book 
is just an overcomplicated circular plot.  In fact, the details of 
her writing alone make reading this book worthwhile.  Desai 
captures the poignant moments of feeling foreign or alone so 
vividly, that we often found ourselves saying, ªI know exactly 
what that's likeº - sometimes uncomfortably, sometimes with 
relief, even occasionally with humor, but always with compas-
sion.  And in our minds, that's good writing.      

(" e authors of this review, Phelps Feeley and Shiwani Srivas-
tava, are alumnae of the South Asia Program, University of 
Washington.)       

  : NEW BOOK RELEASES  : 

From the University of Washington Presses 

• e Many Lives of a Rajput Queen
Ramya Sreenivasan 
2007 :: 276 pages :: $24.95
ISBN  0-295-98760-X

Sreenivasan investigates stories and legends about the medieval 
Rajput Queen Padmini, using her research to investigate gender 
norms, constructions of memory and narratives of virtuous 
women in South Asia from the 16th to the 20th centuries. 

• e Tropics and the Traveling Gaze: India, Landscape and 
Science, 1800-56
David Arnold 
2006 :: 298 pages :: $50.00 
ISBN  0-295-98581-X 

Arnold constructs an environmental history of colonization by 
interpreting colonial India through the lens of British land poli-
cies, forest resources, and amateur and itinerant naturalists. 

SUFI MUSIC OF PAKISTAN
Qawwali Masters Mehr and Sher Ali 

for Only $20 (Tickets currently being sold for $32).
One Night Only ± Saturday, April 26 at 8 PM% 

South Asia Center at the UW Jackson School of International Studies is pleased to be a sponsor of UW 
World Series' presentation of Qawwali Music of Pakistan: Mehr & Sher Ali on Saturday, April 26 at Meany 
Hall on the UW campus. Characterized by strong voices, explosive hand-clapping and intricate rhythms 
performed by all-male ensembles, qawwali is devotional music based on the mystic poetry of the Su®  masters. 

" anks to our partnership with the
UW World Series, you can see this performance for only $20. 

Call the UW Arts Ticket O#  ce at 206-543-4880 and mention promotion code 873 
to receive this special price.

(Balcony seating, limit 2 tickets per order, subject to availability. Phone or in-person orders only. O! er 
expires at noon on Friday, April 25, 2008. Discounted tickets must be purchased in advance. 

" is discount is not available at the door.) 
" e evening of the performance: please join us at 7:15 PM for a pre-show talk by 

Adam Nayyar, Ethnomusicologist, and Lorraine Sakata, Professor of Ethnomusicology, UCLA(continued on page 8)

(continued from page 8)
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• e digitized collection from Asa Saphukuthi Archives

• e Tribune and Times of India are English Language News-
papers from India and can be consulted for historical and cur-
rent news. • e library has a continuous run of Times of India 
from 1839 to the present with the exception of few gaps in the 
collection. • ey should be of interest to faculty and students 
interested in colonial, post colonial, comparative colonial and 
current studies. • e Asa Saphukuthi Archives in Kathmandu 
is a unique collection of historical and religious manuscripts. 
Founded by the late scholar Prem Bahadur Kansakar in the 
1980s, it now has a total holding of 7000+ manuscripts , 1200 
palmleaf documents, some 600 theses and published works 
on the culture of Nepal Valley, together with nearly all print 
material in Newari. • e manuscript collection in Nepal is 
renowned for having some of the earliest Sanskrit Buddhist 
manuscripts in South Asia. Recently, South Asia section has 

also subscribed to the fol-
lowing through South Asia  
library funding:

Electronic version of Eco-
nomic and Political Week-
ly.
Biblio periodical (re-sub-
scribed): A bi-monthly pub-
lication established in 1995, 
it carries reviews and essays 
on themes as varied as Indi-

an Writing in English, Caste politics, Communalism, Gender, 
Indian Cinema and Art, to Globalization,
Development and Ecology.
Vasudha ± a Hindi literary magazine
Dawn ±  Newspaper from Pakistan

Other notable library acquisitions include: 
Digital Tevaram. Kaninit Tevaram ( A collection of 800Tamil 
hymns to Siva)• e ªDigital Tevaramº is a multifeature CD-
ROM edition of a collection of 800 Tamil hymns to Siva, 
possibly dating back to the 7th and 8th centuries, attributed 
to three authors (Sambandar, Appar and Sundrar), tradition-
ally called Tevaram, and constituting the initial part of the 
Tamil Saiva Scriptures.

Digital audio edition of the Ramayana in the library
• is audio edition of the Ramayana provides the English-
speaking audience the opportunity to hear one of India's two 
great epics in a manner closer to that of its original audiences 
in ancient India....• e epic was composed to be heard and 
now English speakers can enjoy this great masterpiece of world 
literature in a more authentic form.º

DVDs for new Hindi feature ® lms. Some examples include 
Jodha Akbar, Taare Zameen Par. Please also visit media center 
page to look at the samples of  Bollywood DVDs at http://
www.lib.washington.edu/media/
Special Projects
Irene Joshi Bibliographies
Two bibliographies Literature written by South Asian Women 
and South Asian Diaspora Literature in English created by 
Irene Joshi have been linked to UW catalog. • e bibliographies 
can be accessed at http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/
SouthAsia/guides/default.html
Processing of Gairola Slides
South Asia section of the library received a gift of 9,512 slides 
from the estate of Professor Krishna C Gairola. South Asia 
section in the libraries  has recently funded the processing of 
9,512 slides about South Asian art and architecture. • ey are 
near completion and will be accessible soon.

South Asian Oral 
History Project
South Asian Oral History Project being 
conducted at the Libraries has successfully 
completed its second phase and now in 
its third phase. More information can 
be found at  http://uwnews.org/uweek/
uweekarticle.asp?visitsource=uwkmail&
articleID=38243

SOUTH ASIA LIBRARY NEWS (continued fomr page 7)

(continued fomr page 7)

 • e library has a 
continuous run of 
Times of India from 
1839
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  MICHAEL SHAPIRO INTERVIEW (contd.)   

majors. Nowadays they want people in college to select a major, 
almost immediately and stick with it, that certainly wasn't the 
case. I went through a whole pile of them. I went from music 
to German, which lasted about three weeks. ! en I had a do 
it your-self major in medieval studies, which actually did stick 
because I took a lot of courses in things like Middle English 
and old English. I took courses on art, history and culture that 
were really interesting. ! at morphed into a major that was 
somewhat unusual in those days. ! ough it wasn't then called 
that, it was linguistics. In the middle 60's there weren't a lot of 
people majoring in linguistics as undergraduates and they had 
just created one where I was going to college. 
So I did all kinds of things - I took lots of languages and lots of 
linguistics courses. Many of these things actually directly related 
to what I wound up doing.  Taking courses in middle English 
and old English are very similar to the kind of things you do 
when you are taking courses in Braj texts or Mahabharat. So 
its not so di" erent from doing Beowulf to doing Mahabharat. 
And I loved it, it was great fun and I had some really good 
teachers who took me in and gave me lots of tutorials. 
When I graduated, which would have been 1967, it was inter-
esting times and there were a fair number of opportunities - I 
shot-gun applied to all kind of places, sometimes to linguistic 
departments and in one case a South Asia studies program. 
I really didn't know what I was doing and applied to places 
pretty much depending on what I read in the catalogue, which 
actually had little relation to any known reality. I wound up at 
Penn in the South Asian studies department.  I wasn't particu-
larly happy there and I moved onto the University of Chicago, 
although there was a change in departments. In Penn I was in 
the South Asian studies department and it shows how much 
accident has to do with things, because there is a very good 
linguistics department at Penn and I was just in the wrong 
department. 
Anyway I moved over to Chicago, to the linguistics depart-
ment, where I stuck and eventually got my degrees. By that 
time I was deeply into linguistics. I like to tell people that I 
didn't actually do any degrees in Asian studies. All three of my 
degrees are actually in linguistics of one type or another. And 
that is how I got into the business. When I was in linguistics 
I did continue studying South Asian languages, I had started 
doing a little bit on the side as an undergraduate. I did some 
independent study in Sanskrit and worked through Perry's 
Sanskrit Primer, which is how I got into this. When you got 
to graduate school in linguistics you were expected to have a 
language family or area focus of some type, so some people 

went and did Mayan and other people went and did Albanian 
linguistics, and I worked in South Asian linguistics. I took a 
whole bunch of things and the rest is history. 

CK: Why did you choose South Asian linguistics? 

MS: I wish I could give you a nicely planned rational an-
swer; the closest I can come is that I think it was through the 
in ̄uence of Indian music. Indian music eventually lead to 
Indian languages and Indian languages melded very nicely 
with linguistics. But, you know, a slightly di" erent decision, 
my getting accepted into a di" erent graduate program, and I 
could have completely gone in di" erent directions. I knew of 
people in the linguistics department at Chicago whose whole 
careers were made because the then chair of the department 
would tell you ªhey you're do-
ing Meso-American Indianº 
and in those days that's the 
way it went. So I wound up at 
Chicago and started studying 
Indian languages and linguis-
tics. ! ere is an interesting 
side to the Chicago linguistics 
crowd, because a lot of that 
crowd overlapped. ! ey had 
a dual identity. ! ere was a 
department of South Asian 
Languages and Civilizations 
and there was a department of 
Linguistics, not unlike the di" erence between degrees in the 
Jackson School and Asian AL&L. And they are totally di" er-
ent pro® les but some of the faculty members in fact were in 
both.  And so I was both taking courses with the South Asia 
linguistics people and with people in the linguistics depart-
ment, which had its own intellectual pro® le.  ! at's a slightly 
di" erent story. 

CK: Was there a certain individual or individuals who speci® -
cally in ̄uenced your decision to go into the ® eld of Indian 
culture and linguistics? 

MS: 
Not in the sense of anyone saying, ªHey Shapiro, you're doing 
thisº. ! at wasn't the style. In one sense it was more intense, 
on the other side it was more laid back. People didn't lay out 
careers for you, but there were a number of teachers who were 

continued on page14

“What’s ... fun is 
showing how this 
stuff is put together, 
and how words 
aren’t where they 
are just by accident, 
they’re there by 
design...”

(continued fomr page 7)

wsar sp08.indd   11 4/18/2008   2:03:48 PM



12   WASHINGTON SOUTH ASIA REPORT

SOUTH ASIA CENTER                                            JACKSON SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

URBAN STUDIES IN SOUTH ASIA FORUM 

! e Forum for South Asian Studies organized two speaker interventions during the course of Fall and Winter 07-08.  
! e ® rst, by Vikramaditya Prakash, titled ªTowards Graphing a Future for India's Citiesº compared the economic boom 
of India in the last decade as an indication of the growth of its cities, particularly new settlements such as Sabeer Bhatia's 
`Nano City'. ! is talk was held at the College of Architecture and Urban Planning's facilities at Gould Hall, University of 
Washington.  Vikramaditya Prakash is Professor of Architecture at the University of Washington. 

In Winter 2008, Frank Conlon gave a talk on the historic tramways of Bombay city. ! is was a well-attended and fasci-
nating lecture on the intricacies of the colonial transport system in this most metropolitan of South Asian cities. Professor 
Conlon in Professor Emeritus in History, University of Washington.  ! e talk was held at the Simpson Center, University 
of Washington. 

In addition, the Forum's members organized a series of readings around the theme of Urbanity, Urbanization and the Urban 
phenomenon. ! ese readings dealt with historic, cultural, geographic and theoretical themes.  Among these readings were 
selections from Sunil Khilnani's ! e Idea of India, Mike Davis' Planet of the Slums, and Suketu Mehta's Maximum City.  
In addition, a near-cult status ® lm parodying criminal culture and political corruption in Bombay, Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro, 
was screened as part of the Forum's activities. ! e Forum continues to have an active website and discussion board, with 
updates from the ® eld (currently Rowan Ellis, one of the Forum's organizers, posts from Chennai), extracts from reading 
groups, and online debate. 

EVENTS  

I"#$%'& N*+ E/1"134
Friday, April 25, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Bank of America Executive Education Center 
- Douglas Forum - 

Contact: Keith Snodgrass, snodgras@u.washington.edu, 206-59;-9800 

! e Foster School of Business and the South Asia Center of the Jackson School of International Studies, University of 
Washington, present ! e New Economy in India. ! is event will o< er diverse viewpoints on recent economic developments 
in this dynamic country, views on its position within the global economy, and information on activities currently being 
undertaken in relation to India by UW faculty, sta<  and students. We will open the session with a presentation by UW 
Business Professor Suresh Kotha on ! e Macro Perspective: Why Talk About India in this Context? Also on the program is 
! e View from the Ground: Multiple Perspectives on India's New Economic Position by entrepreneurs and others directly 
involved in India's economy. With Dinesh Keskar of Boeing and Pradeep Singh.
 
! ere will be refreshments and the opportunity to attend a poster session and meet students and faculty on the topic of 
ª! e UW in India and India in the UW.º

! is event is part of the University of Washington's Washington Weekend. For a full schedule of events, see http:==www.
washington.edu=alumni=weekend=
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 MICHAEL SHAPIRO INTERVIEW (contd.)   
very nurturing in a sense that they took young kids, like myself, 
and they made you feel at home. ! ey mentored you that way. 
I could name a whole bunch of them. My dissertation advisor 
was Norman Zide, who is not only a Hindi type, but one of 
the foremost scholars of Indian tribal languages. particularly 
of the Munda languages. And when I went to Chicago I was 
put to work on the Munda language project, doing linguistic 
reconstruction of this family of tribal languages in eastern and 
central India. And of course I didn't know anything about 
Munda languages when I started, but I got caught up in that. 
Norman and his wife took me in, that was very much part of 
the style. Norman was very much a mentor. One of the people 
who in ̄uenced me enormously was actually someone who I 
started with at the University of Pennsylvania but who I kept 
in close contact with. ! at was George Cardona, who is a his-
torical linguist and who I think literally is the western world's 
greatest scholar of traditional Indian grammatical theory. I 
took courses with him at the University of Pennsylvania and 
I continued with him in summer institutes of linguistics and 
have kept in contact with him over the years.  ! ere was an 
amazing crew of people at the University of Chicago. Some 
of them I worked closely with, people like Nick Masica, of-
® cially Colin Masica, who I took a lot of language with. Nick 
is a formidable comparitivist with a very broad perspective on 
Indo-Aryan languages as a whole. He was on my dissertation 
committee. ! ere were also a lot of people at the University of 
Chicago on the Hindi side of things. I took courses with Kali 
Charan Bahl, people like Norman, studied a little bit of Urdu 
with Naim Sahab (C.M. Naim). ! ere was a kind of cultural 
atmosphere. I do want to say something about that cultural 
atmosphere that in many ways is very typical of what I would 
call a Chicago approach. I'm leaving out lots of people. Hans 
van Buitenen who I studied Sanskrit with, did both literature 
and linguistics, like almost everyone there. It was a world in 
which even the people who were primarily literary people did 
things from a linguistic perspective and the people who were 
primarily linguists also looked at literary texts. And it was that 
connection between language and literature and linguistics 
that when I look back upon it forty years later, it has actually 
in ̄uenced me greatly. I have a hard time making a distinction 
between what's linguistics and what's literature. ! ey're both 
interconnected in deep and profound ways, in ways that I think 
resonate very deeply in the Indian tradition itself, where the 
classical tradition sees a strong integration between language 
and linguistics in a very interesting way. I even think that failed 
interest in music has left its mark in such things as the strong 

connection metrics has with music and rhythm. 

CK: When did you come to UW and what were the deciding 
factors in choosing to work here?

MS:! at's an easy question. I came in 1970 and I came because 
they were stupid enough to o" er me a job. If somebody else 
had o" ered me a job, I might have gone there. 

CK: What are your current research interests? 

MS: I have a number of them and I am sad to say that since I 
have been doing so much administration, I am accumulating 
a huge list of overdue projects, which is getting to be embar-
rassing. Let me stake out a couple of areas. I continue to have 
a strong interest in the Hindi language as a whole, although 
that covers a lot of territory. I would say that over the years 
my research interests have been less in the formalities of syntax 
and phonology and so forth, but more in what I would call the 
broader socio-cultural aspects of the history of the language. 
I have a big project, which is way over due on that. I have a 
continuing interest in textual studies, particularly in some 
medieval texts, particularly in the sant tradition. I've done a 
number of articles on language and linguistic aspects of sant 
texts. I've worked on some Gurbani Sikh scripture, which I 
still have some interest in. I would say that if I could ® gure 
the time to do it, I would like to spend more time working 
on Hindi poetry, both in terms of doing an exegesis, work-
ing out how some of these bodies of poetry work, and maybe 
even trying my hand at some translation, which I would very 
much like to do. 

CK: What kind of poetry attracts you?

MS: I'll throw my own biases out. I tend to be attracted to 
poetry that is linguistically interesting. My own readings of 
poetry are structuralist, in that I tend to like a poem that is 
extremely well integrated and tightly woven, where really 
interesting things are being done with meter, fwith igures 
of speech, and with language. ! e Indian poetic tradition 
itself, whether its on the Sanskrit side or the Urdu, is in fact 
a tradition that highly values artfulness and cleverness of 
composition, and the artfulness of the language. And it's just 
a great body of poetry to work with. You may have seen it 
from some of the classes. What's real fun is showing how this 
stu"  is put together, and how words aren't where they are 
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just by accident, they're there by design. Looking at poetry, 
the harder you look the more you ® nd. ! ere's plenty of 
stu"  in the tradition and that's where it gets very exciting. I 
will confess that certain things excite me more than others. 
I love playing with meter and I think almost as much as 
any poetic tradition, the Indian poetic tradition is metri-
cally rich. ! ere's a lot to see and the poets are remarkably 
skilled. I mean they're real pros. Its great. 

CK: What do you consider to be your greatest accomplish-
ment?

MS: In terms of greatest accomplishment I wouldn't state it 
as any individual accomplishment. I'm proud of the fact that 
over a number of decades, collectively at this university and 
this department, we've gathered a group of people who to-
gether have created a program, an environment, a framework, 
that I do think is as good as any place around. I don't think 
that's attributable to any particular thing other than bringing 
together some serious and dedicated people who have worked 
collectively. I think our language program at this university can 
be characterized, if you look at it in the long term, as having 
a fairly high degree of stability. We haven't been a place where 
people have moved in and moved out. People have stayed for 
long periods of time and I think its because people have liked 
each other and worked collaboratively and learned from each 
other. I think that's the thing that I am most proud of but, I 
don't want to take any individual credit for it. I think that's 
it's a kind of a collective sensibility that has worked very well 
over a long period of time. 

CK: What has been the most humbling experience for you?

MS: ! e language itself and this is something that I like to 
say is, growing or getting more senior. Language is a process 
of progressively getting more articulate in what you don't 
know. I mean that. I probably thought I knew the most at the 
beginning of career when I didn't know diddlysquat. As you 
go deeper, it isn't just the language - it's the literature, it's the 
culture -  you become more acutely aware of what it is that 
you don't know. And that's humbling. It really is. I think one 
of the best skills you can have is a respect for the language of 
the tradition that you're working with. You're in trouble when 
you think you actually know it. ! ere's so much to learn. 
! e material is so rich. ! e language itself is so rich that you 
really do become progressively aware of how little it its that 

you actually know. ! e longer you stay with it the more that 
happens. So that's the answer. 

CK: You are known for asking Ph.D. candidates a particular 
question during examination. You ask them to explain to 
you as if you were their ªUncle Harryº, who knows nothing 
about the ® eld, what it is exactly that they do. After being in 
academia for the past thirty-some-odd years, how would you 
yourself answer that question? 

MS: Badly.  After all of these years¼well ® rst of all my own 
relatives have long ago stopped asking that question. But if I 
had to do it. Let me think about that. ! e facetious answer is 
I get to play with the language. I¼well lets roll this one back 
because the ªUncle Harry questionº is ªhey big shot you've 
written a PhD dissertation. Please explain to me what it is 
in this book that you doº, which is a little bit of a di" erent 
thing. ! e answer that I usually give,  when I'm at a party 
and  someone says, ªwhat do you do?º
 I answer  ªI'm at the U.º 
! ey say ªOh what do you do at the U?º 
ªOh I teach Asian languagesº, and it goes on. 
ªI teach languages of Indiaº. 
And then there's usually a long pregnant pause that goes on 
for a long time. But when I amplify that I basically say, ªI 
teach a range of courses on the languages of India and on the 
literature and the cultureº. And if they then say ªwell why 
do you do that?º what I usually follow up with is that it is 
tremendously interesting and a whole lot of fun, and because 
for some reason they have decided that they'll pay me a sal-
ary to do this. And it's interesting; I don't just buy into any 
crazy sense of practical utility. I'm not sure if I can convince 
myself of that anyway. But I tend to justify it because its an 
immensely interesting and satisfying thing to do. I will often 
point out that India is the second most populated country in 
the world and that you may not realize it, but this language 
that I deal with is the third or the fourth most widely spoken 
in the world. But I don't think that's particularly satisfying. 
I think you're satis® ed because dealing with the language, 
linguistics, literature and culture is incredibly interesting. It 
satis® es your sense of curiosity, and what you want to do is 
transmit that sense of curiosity and interest to other people.  
And I think most people accept it or they say ªwhatever.º

CK: ! ank you.
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SUMMER HINDI AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 

! e Department of Asian Languages and Literature is pleased to announce that during the coming summer 
(June 23ÐAugust 22, 2008) it will be o" ering an instructional program in intensive ® rst-year Hindi.  ! is 
course, comprising Hindi 311,312,313, is equal to a full year of instruction in Hindi.  It meets four hours 
per day (8:30-12:30), ® ve days per week.  Students completing the course will be given the opportunity 
to develop their skills with regard to each of speaking, reading, writing, and listening comprehension.  No 
prior knowledge of Hindi is required.  ! e instructor for the course is Jameel Ahmad.    

Note: Concurrent registration in Hindi 311,312, and 313 is required.

See http://www.washington.edu/students/timeschd/SUM2008/hindi.html for registration.
Open to UW and non-UW students. See the summer quarter web page for more details: 
http://www.summer.washington.edu/summer/
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