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Afghanistan. What images come to your mind? A poor, war-torn nation? A rugged landlocked
country? World’s largest producer of opium? Or do you picture a beautiful mountainous country
that has been an ancient crossroads of trade and migration? Do you imagine a land of great
natural resources such as gold, silver, uranium, iron, and coal with potentially significant
petroleum and natural gas reserves? Do you think of it as an important geostrategic location?
What images would your students picture?

Join us this evening as we turn our attention to Afghanistan — a country that some would say has
been neglected for years. Overshadowed by the war in Iraq, it has drawn little attention until
recently when the levels of violence have exceeded those in Iraq. Although improving the
situation in Afghanistan at first glance seems like a military task...it is just as much as political
and economic endeavor. As the population struggles with the rising unrest, many still suffer
from shortages of jobs, medical care, housing, transportation, and clean water. There is growing
dissatisfaction with the Karzai administration, with complaints increasing over governmental
corruption and abuses of power. Economic development is barely limping along. Despite
increased donations from around the world, Afghanistan's living standards remains one of the
lowest in the world.

Join us for a very special evening focusing on Afghanistan. UW Anthropology Professor
Cabeiri Robinson will be delivering a brief historical and cultural overview of Afghanistan. She
will then focus on the major ethnic groups and regions of Afghanistan in the 20th century.
Finally, she will discuss how the armed conflicts of the 80s and 90s changed the socio-cultural
landscape of Afghanistan to help us understand the Afghanistan of 2009. Special note: this
evening will also feature guest speakers from Afghanistan and/or Americans who have worked
there. Also included is: Afghan food, three clock hours, and up-to-date teaching resources.
Don’t miss this!

Cost: $30 includes light buffet, presentations, classroom resources, and clock hours. Please register by
February 23rd online at www.wortld-affairs.org ot by using the form below.

To registet, please mail completed form to: Wotld Affairs Council, 2200 Alaskan Way, Suite 450, Seattle, WA 98121 or fax to
(206) 441-5908. For more information, please contact Tese Neighbor (206) 441-5910 or tneighbor@wotld-affairs.org.
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2200 Alaskan Way, Suite 450 e Seattle, Washington 98121 e 206-441-5910 e tnecighbor@world-affairs.org e www.world-affairs.org




Teacher Workshop Venue:
UW Communications Building, Auditorium 120

Parking:

Enter UW campus and ask the gatekeeper to direct you to the appropriate lot. The closest
entrance to the venue is the SE gate (by the dorms and University Village).

Note: Because parking prices decrease after 4:00 pm, registration and the buffet is now from

4:00 — 4:30 pm; the program is from 4:30 — 7:30 pm. You could also come early and find on
street parking.



