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for the 2006 EU Educator Workshop: 

 
The EU, US, and the Challenges of Globalization 

How does it affect me? 
 

~Learning Objectives~ 
 
• Students will evaluate the importance of the EU-US relationship through the analysis of items in their 

own lives. Students will define and identify evidence of globalization. They will use this evidence to 
evaluate the importance of the United States’ relationship with Europe. 

 
~Time Frame~ 
 
• 2-3 days 
• Students may do preparatory reading and poster work as homework to limit in-class time devoted to this 

lesson. 
 
~Alignment with Standards~ 
 
National Standards for Civics and Government: 

• What is the Relationship of the United States to Other Nations and to World Affairs? 

• How is the world organized politically? 
• How has the United States influenced other nations, and how have other nations influenced 

American politics and society? 

~National Standards for History~ 
 
History Standards for Grades 5-12, World History: 

 
• Era 9, The 20th Century Since 1945:  Promises and Paradoxes  

• Standard 2 The search for community, stability, and peace in an interdependent world  
• Standard 3 Major global trends since World War II  

 
~NCSS Standards and Strands~ 
 

I. Culture a, b, c, d, e 
II. People, Places, and Environments a, h 

III. Individual Development and Identity b, d, e, f, g, h 
IV. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions a, b, c, d, e, f, g 
V. Power, Authority, and Governance a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h 

VI. Production, Distribution, and Consumption b, c, d, f, h, i 
VII. Science, Technology, and Society a, b, c, d, e 

VIII. Global Connections a, b, c, d, e, f, g 
IX. Civic Ideals and Practices a, b 
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~Washington State EALRs~ 
 

Economics 
 
2.1.3a Explain how comparative advantage within markets leads to production choices and specialization 
 
Geography 
 
3.3.3a Evaluate how the numerous subcultures that comprise a national culture interact and examine the 
consequences of their interaction (Five Themes) 
 
3.3.2c Identify how people develop their understandings of culture through the exchange of ideas, art, music, 
natural resources, and goods and services (Five Themes) 
 
3.3.3c Examine how communication technologies are bridging and impacting cultures (Five Themes) 
 
3.3.2b Explain how some forms of cultural communication contribute to societal cohesion and/or division 
(Five Themes) 
 
History 
 
WH1.2.3 Identify and analyze major concepts, people, and events in world history from 1600 to the 
present including: 

 
• Causes and consequences of WW1 and WWII (1870-1989) 
• Emergence and development of new nations (1945-present) 
• Challenges to democracy and human rights (1900-present) 

 
 
~Introduction~ 
 
Have students look at their clothing labels or think about items in their backpack and where they come from. Encourage them to 
think beyond the classroom to the home, to what they eat, and to what they do in their spare time.  
 

• Are these things evidence of globalization? 
• What do we mean by globalization? 
• Does globalization go beyond what we buy?  

 
Students read “Introduction to Globalization” by the Social Science Research Council/After Sept. 11 (included below) 
 

• Ask students to Think-Pair-Share how globalization affects the US. 
 
Globalization has affected other parts of the world as well, which in turn affects the US.  
 

• Ask students to think about Europe and to write down a few ideas that come to mind.  
• Ask students to share if, or how, these ideas of Europe affect our lives. 

 
View video “Frankfurt: The Euro-City” 
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• While viewing, ask students to write down evidence of globalization that they see in the video. 
• After video, ask students to think-pair-share their evidence and discuss how it affects their lives 

today. 
 
Americanization and cultural hegemony is a common marker of globalization. Challenge students to think about how 
globalization may bring change to them as well, or influence their lives. 
 
 
~Project: How does it affect me? The EU, US, and the Challenges of Globalization~ 
 
In this project, students are asked to identify a marker of globalization and how it affects their lives. 
 

• First, the student chooses a commodity, or something European, that is part of their lives. It could 
be something they own, want to own, want to do, or that they think is related. The list below 
provides a number of common European products that are available to Americans and can 
represent globalization. Students may select items from the list below and use the research link 
provided, or students who are ready or need less scaffolding may select their own item and 
conduct independent research. 

 
• Then, the student identifies how the item is evidence of globalization and whether it is evidence of 

economic, political, or cultural globalization and why.  
 
~Consumer Products~ 
 

• A/X and other designer clothes 
• Cosmetics & perfume (Loréal, Sephora) 
• Cars (BMW, Volvo, Audi, Mercedes) 
• Cell phone (Nokia, T-Mobile) 
• Food (pasta, Nestlé, French wine) 
• Furniture (IKEA, Roche Bobois) 
• Swatch 
 
*Research links for any of these consumer products can be news articles or the product web sites.  
 

 
~Culture~ 
 

• Sports (World Cup, Olympics, Adidas, Tour de France, car racing) - 
<http://www.eurosport.com/> 

• Literature (Asterix, Madeleine) - <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterix> 
• Film (Cannes Film Festival, Universal Studios & Vivendi) - < http://www.festival-cannes.fr/> 
• Museums and Art - <http://www.louvre.fr/> 
• Travel - <http://www.visiteurope.com/> 
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~International Issues~ 
 

• Terrorism (terrorist cells in Frankfurt, arrests in London) - 
<http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/security/> 

• Immigration (compare to US, citizenship) - 
<http://www.globalization101.com/issue/migration/, http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/labor/> 

• Muhammed cartoon controversy - <http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/display.article?id=7508> 
• NATO/peacekeeping - <http://www.nato.int/> 
• Euro - <http://europa.eu.int/euro/> 

 
 
~General Online Resources~ 
 

• BBC World Service: <http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/programmes/globalisation/> 
<http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/uk_politics/2001/open_politics/foreign_p
olicy/globalisation.stm> 

• Europa – Guide to Europe: <http://europa.eu/index_en.htm> 
• International Herald Tribune: <http://www.iht.com/cgi-bin/search.cgi> 
• Globalization 101: <http://www.globalization101.com/index.html> 
• Yale Global Online magazine: <http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/eu/> 
• Global Envision: <http://www.globalenvision.org/> 

 
 
Students will then prepare a poster for the class indicating how this piece of evidence of globalization influences their 
lives.  The poster should identify the following: 
 

• An item, commodity, or issue that originates in Europe 
• An explanation of why it is evidence of globalization 
• An explanation of how it affects their life 

 See rubric included below 
 
The students will display their posters and as a class, they will circulate and review other posters.  As they review the 
posters, the students will rank them based on how important, or essential, the commodity is to their life and to the US 
as a whole. 
 
~Summary Discussion~ 
 
Ask students which European items they think are most important to their lives in America. 
 

• Are they economic, political, or cultural? 
• What does that say about the relationship between Europe and the US?  
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL/AFTER SEPT. 11 
Teaching Guide for "Globalization" Essays  

I. Introduction to Globalization  

Teachers may want to have the students read this introduction before they read the essays on "Globalization" to 
provide a basic understanding of the concepts included therein.  

"Globalization" is a term that came into popular usage in the 1980's to describe the increased 
movement of people, knowledge and ideas, and goods and money across national borders that 
has led to increased interconnectedness among the world's populations, economically, politically, 
socially and culturally. Although globalization is often thought of in economic terms (i.e., "the 
global marketplace"), this process has many social and political implications as well. Many in 
local communities associate globalization with modernization (i.e., the transformation of 
"traditional" societies into "Western" industrialized ones). At the global level, globalization is 
thought of in terms of the challenges it poses to the role of governments in international affairs 
and the global economy.  

There are heated debates about globalization and its positive and negative effects. While 
globalization is thought of by many as having the potential to make societies richer through 
trade and to bring knowledge and information to people around the world, there are many 
others who perceive globalization as contributing to the exploitation of the poor by the rich, and 
as a threat to traditional cultures as the process of modernization changes societies. There are 
some who link the negative aspects of globalization to terrorism. To put a complicated 
discussion in simple terms, they argue that exploitative or declining conditions contribute to the 
lure of informal "extremist" networks that commit criminal or terrorist acts internationally. And 
thanks to today's technology and integrated societies, these networks span throughout the 
world. It is in this sense that terrorism, too, is "globalized." The essays in this section address 
some of the complex questions associated with globalization in light of September 11. Before 
moving to these essays, consider the discussion below about some of the economic, political, 
social and cultural manifestations of globalization.  

 
Economic manifestations of globalization  

Increasingly over the past two centuries, economic activity has become more globally oriented 
and integrated. Some economists argue that it is no longer meaningful to think in terms of 
national economies; international trade has become central to most local and domestic 
economies around the world.  

Among the major industrial economies, sometimes referred to as the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) countries, 65 percent of the total economic 
production, or GDP, is associated with international trade. Economists project that, in the U.S., 
more than 50 percent of the new jobs created in this decade will be directly linked to the global 
economy.  

The recent focus on the international integration of economies is based on the desirability of a 
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free global market with as few trade barriers as possible, allowing for true competition across 
borders.  

International economic institutions, such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), facilitate this increasingly barrier-free flow of goods, 
services, and money (capital) internationally. Regionally, too, organizations like the North 
America Free Trade Association (NAFTA), the European Union (EU), and the Association of 
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) work towards economic integration within their respective 
geographical regions.  

Many economists assess economic globalization as having a positive impact, linking increased 
economic transactions across national borders to increased world GDP, and opportunities for 
economic development. Still, the process is not without its critics, who consider that many of 
the economies of the industrial North (i.e., North America, Europe, East Asia) have benefited 
from globalization, while in the past two decades many semi- and non-industrial countries of the 
geo-political South (i.e., Africa, parts of Asia, and Central and South America) have faced 
economic downturns rather than the growth promised by economic integration. Critics assert 
that these conditions are to a significant extent the consequence of global restructuring which 
has benefited Northern economies while disadvantaging Southern economies. Others voice 
concern that globalization adversely affects workers and the environment in many countries 
around the world.  

Discontent with the perceived disastrous economic and social manifestations of globalization 
has led to large and growing demonstrations at recent intergovernmental meetings, including 
meetings of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank, and the Group of Eight (G8) leading industrial countries.  

 
Political manifestations of globalization  

Globalization has impacts in the political arena, but there is not a consensus among social 
scientists about the nature and degree of its impact on national and international politics. Some 
political scientists argue that globalization is weakening nation-states and that global institutions 
gradually will take over the functions and power of nation-states. Other social scientists believe 
that while increased global inter-connectivity will result in dramatic changes in world politics, 
particularly in international relations (i.e., the way states relate to each other), the nation-state 
will remain at the center of international political activity.  

Political theorists and historians often link the rise of the modern nation-state (in Europe and 
North America in the nineteenth century and in Asia and Africa in the twentieth century) with 
industrialization and the development of modern capitalist and socialist economies. These 
scholars also assert that the administrative structures and institutions of the modern nation-state 
were in part responsible for the conditions that led to industrial expansion. Moreover, industrial 
development brought with it social dislocations that necessitated state intervention in the form 
of public education and social "safety nets" for health care, housing, and other social services. 
Consequently, the development of the contemporary nation-state, nationalism, inter-state 
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alliances, colonization, and the great wars of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries were in part 
political manifestations of changes in the structure of economic production.  

It follows from this argument that in the era of globalization, with its significant changes in 
global economic relations, the nineteenth and twentieth century model of the nation-state may 
become obsolete. The economic orientation of the modern nation-state has been centered on 
national economic interests, which may often conflict with the global trend towards the free and 
rapid movement of goods, services, finance, and labor. These processes give rise to the question 
of whether the modern nation-state can survive in its present form in the new global age. Is it 
adaptable, or will it gradually be replaced by emerging multinational or regional political entities?  

Changes in political structure and practices resulting from economic globalization are only a 
partial explanation of changes in world politics in the late twentieth and early twenty-first 
centuries. International relations and world politics in the second half of the twentieth century 
were strongly informed by another global factor - the Cold War (i.e., the ideological struggle 
between the Western nations, the United States and its allies, and the Eastern Bloc, the Soviet 
Union and China and their allies). The early and most intense years of the Cold War in the 1950s 
and 1960s coincided with the de-colonization of Asia and Africa and the creation of more than 
70 new nation-states. Many of the new nation-states of Africa and Asia had based their struggle 
for independence on the principles of freedom, justice and liberty - principles espoused by both 
the Eastern and Western blocks. The economic, political, and ideological competition between 
East and West had fertile ground in these newly independent nation-states. Although the "cold 
war" never developed into a "hot war" of actual military conflict in Europe or North America, 
civil wars within and wars between new nation-states in Africa and Asia were fueled and 
supported by Cold War tensions. Major conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, Congo, Angola, 
Mozambique, and Somalia are examples of regional conflicts that were fueled by the Cold War.  

To some experts, the demise of the Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc a decade ago promised a 
new era of world peace and increased openness. The processes of globalization accelerated as 
goods, ideas and people flowed more freely across borders in the post-Cold War political 
environment. In place of policies of containment, the international community fostered policies 
of openness to trade and based on the principles of democracy and rights.  

With such increased openness, multilateral organizations, and in particular the United Nations 
(UN), have changed their focus from maintaining the balance of power between the East and 
West to a more global approach to peacekeeping/peace-building, development, environmental 
protection, protection of human rights, and the maintenance of the rule of law internationally. 
The creation of legal institutions like the international criminal tribunals that have sprung up in 
the past decade, as well as the proliferation of major international conferences aiming to address 
global problems through international cooperation, have been referred to as proof of political 
globalization. Still, since all of these institutions rely on the participation of nation-states and 
respect the fundamental principle of national sovereignty, the extent to which these institutions 
exhibit true political globalization continues to be debated.  
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Social and cultural manifestations of globalization  

Though there are many social and cultural manifestations of globalization, here are some of the 
major ones:  

• Informational services: The past two decades have seen an internationalization of 
information services involving the exponential expansion of computer-based 
communication through the Internet and electronic mail. On the one hand, the 
electronic revolution has promoted the diversification and democratization of 
information as people in nearly every country are able to communicate their opinions 
and perspectives on issues, local and global, that impact their lives. Political groups from 
Chiapas to Pakistan have effectively used information technology to promote their 
perspectives and movements. On the other hand, this expansion of information 
technology has been highly uneven, creating an international "digital divide" (i.e., 
differences in access to and skills to use Internet and other information technologies due 
predominantly to geography and economic status). Often, access to information 
technology and to telephone lines in many developing countries is controlled by the state 
or is available only to a small minority who can afford them..  

• News services: In recent years there has been a significant shift in the transmission and 
reporting of world news with the rise of a small number of global news services. This 
process has been referred to as the "CNN-ization of news," reflecting the power of a 
few news agencies to construct and disseminate news. Thanks to satellite technology, 
CNN and its few competitors extend their reach to even the most geographically remote 
areas of the world. This raises some important questions of globalization: Who 
determines what news What is "newsworthy?" Who frames the news and determines the 
perspectives articulated? Whose voice(s) are and are not represented? What are the 
potential political consequences of the silencing of alternative voices and perspectives?  

• Popular culture: The contemporary revolution in communication technology has had a 
dramatic impact in the arena of popular culture. Information technology enables a wide 
diversity of locally-based popular culture to develop and reach a larger audience. For 
example, "world music" has developed a major international audience. Old and new 
musical traditions that a few years ago were limited to a small local audience are now 
playing on the world stage.  

On the other hand, globalization has increased transmission of popular culture easily and 
inexpensively from the developed countries of the North throughout the world. Consequently, 
despite efforts of nationally-based media to develop local television, movie, and video programs, 
many media markets in countries of Africa, Asia, and Latin America are saturated with 
productions from the U.S., Europe and a few countries in Asia (especially Japan and India). 
Local critics of this trend lament not only the resulting silencing of domestic cultural expression, 
but also the hegemonic reach of Western, "alien" culture and the potential global 
homogenization of values and cultural taste.  
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Rubric for Poster Activity: 
 
 

    
Making A Poster : Europe, the US, and Globalization 

    
        
    
Teacher Name:      

    
    

Student Name:  ________________________________________ 
    
CATEGORY 5 3 1 
Title Title is quite 

creative, describes 
content well, and 
can be read from a 
distance. 

Title describes 
content and is 
legible. 

The title is too 
small and/or does 
not describe the 
content of the 
poster well. 

Content - Accuracy At least 7 accurate 
facts are displayed 
on the poster. 

5-6 accurate facts 
are displayed on 
the poster. 

Less than 3 
accurate facts are 
displayed on the 
poster. 

Graphics - Relevance All graphics are 
related to the topic 
and make it easier 
to understand. All 
borrowed graphics 
have a source 
citation. 

All graphics relate 
to the topic. Most 
borrowed graphics 
have a source 
citation. 

Graphics do not 
relate to the topic 
OR several 
borrowed graphics 
do not have a 
source citation. 

Required Elements All required 
elements are 
included on the 
poster. 

All but 1 of the 
required elements 
are included on the 
poster. 

Several required 
elements were 
missing. 
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How does it affect me? The EU, the US, and the Challenges of Globalization 
Poster Project (example) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Evidence of economic and cultural manifestations of globalization: 
 

• Official World Cup web site hosted by Yahoo! 
• McDonald, Hyundai, Adidas, Gillette, Toshiba, Coca-Cola, Master Card, and other 

multinational companies are sponsors of the World Cup games 
• Composition of teams is international. 
• World Cup web site is available in 8 different languages. 
• World Cup is the most widely watched sport competition around the world. 

 
 
How it affects my life: 
 

• Italy-France game in Berlin was broadcast by ABC in my living room on Sunday 
morning. 

• The USA had a team that didn’t make it to the Round of 16. 
• Companies that make products that I buy support the match and teams. 
• Some friends of mine met to watch the final game. 
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